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Prefatory 


OO LITTLE is known of the lives of the fifty-six earnest patriots 

who, at the risk of life and liherty, signed their names to the 
Declaration of Independence, each with the knowledge that for this’ 
act he might be hanged. The coming sesqut-centennial celebration 
of the signing, to be held in Philadelphia in 1926, will no doubt 
arouse public interest (too long dormant) in the lives of the Signers, 
and will tend to give to Abraham Clark and to all the members of 
the Continental Congress the place in history which their courage 
earned them. 

With an insatiable love for work, Abraham Clark devoted himself, 
heart and soul, during the latter half of his busy life, to the cause of 
liberty—personal liberty, freedom from unjust taxation, liberty of 
speech and pen. With a sublime sacrifice of his own personal 
interests, he struggled for the public weal; bis goal was yood govern- 
ment; he planned and built yood roads; be was tireless in bis labors 
for bis fellow-man—as witness his efforts on bebalf of the American 
soldiers in British dungeons; bis energy in procuring shoes and 
clothing for the army in the field; his espousal of the cause of 
Fermont, a small and weak colony, but a valiant one. 

Lt ts a notable fact in the public life of Abraham Clark that it 
teas he who, on Weduesday, July 2, 1788, made the motion in 
Congress by which the Constitution of the United States, framed by 
the Federal Convention in Philadelphia, was put into operation. 

The letters of Abrabam Clark are not printed here, but will 
appear, with notes, in a later volume, in which his public life will 
be more fully set forth. The present sketch is largely devoted to 
genealogical details, and to the accumulation of materials from 
which history might be drawn at some later date. 
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The wills of the family connections are here printed in full be- 
cause they contain facts regarding kinships and boundary lines 
telich render them of value gencalogically. The spelling aml punc- 
tation have been fallowed, and ames are given exactly as they 
appear in the old documents. “Hatfiell? is sometimes spelled 
“Hetfiell” by members of the same family; “Squire? is sometimes 
“Squier,” and occasionally “Squires”; “Alurse” seems to be 
another form of “Morss.’ Fudge Thomas Clark spelled the name 
of his “beloved son Abrahavt? with a final “e’; but the Signer 
invariably signed his name “Clark.” 

Dr. Worthington C. Ford, well known for his “Writings of 
George Washington,” and other historical works, has written us: 
“Tam glad you are undertaking the work, because I knew enough 
of the Continental Congress, while preparing the Journals for pub- 
lication, to realize that Abraham Clark was a fine character.” 

Thanks are due to those who have helped us in securing facts 
and records. 

The librarians of three great libraries haze kindly given their 
personal attention to our requests for MSS.: Lerbert Putnam, of 
the Library of Congress; [Villiam C. Lane, af Harvard College 
Library; H. M. Lydenberg, of the New York Public Library. 

Edmund C. Burnett, editor of “Letters of Members of the Con- 
tinental Congress,” has sent us many valuable memoranda. 

Irom the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and from Haverford 
Collese, Pennsyleania, copies of numerous interestiug MSS. heave 
been secured. 

dtcknowledgment is also due to the following: 

Milton J. Ferguson, Librarian of the California State Library. 

Robert Rea, Librarian of the San Francisco Municipal Library. 

George Watson Cole, Librarian of the Henry FE. Huntington 
Library, San Gabriel, California. 

Foln C. Fitzpatrick, A. M., Manuscript Division, Library of 
Congress. 


[x] 


PREFATORY 


Miss Belle da Costa Greene, Director of the Pierpont Morgan 
Library, New York City. 

Mrs. Laura Steffens Suggett, Librarian of the Sutro Library, 
San Francisco. 

Miss Mabel R. Gillis, Assistant Librarian, California State 
Library. 

Mr. George WV. Thomas, Cranford, New ‘ersey. 

Mr, Thomas F. Martin, Secretary of State, Trenton, New Jersey. 

Mr, Henry M. ‘fames, Hudson, New York. 

Mrs, Elizabeth D. Harbaugh, Piqua, Obio. 

Mr. Louis Bamberger, Newark, New Fersey. 

Mr, Howard L. Hughes, Librarian, Trenton, New Jersey. 

My husband, Jerome A. llart, has given much of his time to 
reading the MSS. and proofsheets, and has taken general charge of 
putting the book through the press. 

A. C.dt. 


San Francisco, May 26, 1923. 
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Home Life of the Signer 


4 hes history of the Abraham Clark family in 
New Jersey begins with Richard Clark, ship- 
wright, who was living in Southold, Long Island, in 
1675, and who removed to Elizabethtown, New 
Jersey, about 1678, with his wife Elizabeth, his 
daughter Elizabeth, and five sons. Two more sons 
were born to him in Elizabethtown, Thomas and 
Benjamin. 

Thomas Clark, the son of Richard, married 
Hannah, and they had four sons, the eldest of whom, 
Thomas, was born in 1701. This Thomas Clark was 
the father of Abraham Clark, one of the Signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, who in his youth 
was Clerk of the Colonial Assembly; was later High 
Sheriff of Essex County under the Crown; was chosen 
to the Provincial Congress in 1775; was elected eight 
times to a seat in the Continental Congress; was a 
delegate to the Annapolis Convention in 1786; was 
wa representative of his State in the Convention which 
framed the Federal Constitution in 1787; was a 
member of the Second Congress and the Third 
Congress of the United States. 

On July 4, 1776, Abraham Clark wrote from 
Philadelphia to his home people: “Our Congress has 
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resolved to declare the United Colonies Free and 
Independent States. A Declaration for this Purpose 
T expect will this day pass Congress... . Our 
Congress is an august Assembly—and can they sup- 
port the Declaration now on the Anvil, they will be 
the greatest Assembly on Earth.’’ When he penned 
these lines Abraham Clark had already signed the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Aware of the risk this step involved, he goes on 
to say: “We can die but once... . We are now 
embarked on a most tempestuous sea.... It is 
gone so far that we must now be a free independent 
State or a Conquered Country.’ 

Throughout the dark days of his country’s struggle 
for independence Abraham Clark time after time 
returned to his seat in Congress, for patriotism was 
a dominant trait in the character of this public- 
spirited surveyor-farmer. 

The events in the life of Abraham Clark may be 
briefly summarized from Sanderson’s “Lives of the 
Signers”’: 


Abraham Clark was born February 15, 1726. He was the only 
child of Alderman Thomas Clark, who inherited his farm in the 
borough of Elizabeth, New Jersey, from his father and his grand- 
father. The farm was located on the Upper, or Eastern road, 
about midway between Rahway and Elizabeth. It was there 
Abraham Clark spent the early years of his life. He received 
only a fair education in the Hnglish branches. Quite early he 
developed a fondness for mathematics, which he turned to 
practical use by becoming a surveyor. Constitutionally unfitted 
fur the heavy work about the farm, he devoted his time as he 
grew older to the study of law, This, coupled with his practical 
knowledge of surveying, led to his devoting special attention to 
all questions of boundary lines and the disputes of contizuous 
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owners, Conveyancing was the next step, and he soon came to 
be known as the “Poor Man's Counsellor.” He was evtled in 
frequently as arbitrator in disputes over land titles and: bound. 
aries, and he frequendy served in the sertlement of undivided 
commons. Under the royal dominion he beeame Clerk of the 
Colonial Assembly and was subsequently appointed High Sheritf 
of Essex County, 

When it became necessary, in 1776, for New Jersey to unite 
with the uther colonies in measures supporting the rights and 
liberties of the American people, Abraham Clark was appointed, 
with John Hart, Francis Hopkinson, Richard Stockton, and 
John Witherspoon, as a delegate to the Continental Congr 
His industry and integrity, coupled with his clear-headed views 
on political tupics, made him a leader in that notable assembly 
of earnest patriots. During the next twelve years he was elected 
eight times as a representative from New Jersey to a seat in the 
Continental Congress. ‘. 






That Abraham Clark was a citizen of stern integrity is shown 
by the enemies he made. When the country's treasury was 
practically bankrupt a proposition for “commutation of pay” 
in favor of the officers of the Continental Army was vigorously 
advocated by them, Abraham Chirk so strongly opposed it that 
he made enemies of practically all the Continental Army officers. 
He did not flinch, however, but strongly maintained that all 
citizens had sutfered during the Revolutionary strugyle, etvilans 
as well as army officers, and that all should be content with the 
victory achieved instead of demanding individual financial gitin. 

He was also considered an enemy by the members of the hi ar, 
who held him responsible for an act regulating and curtailing 
the fees of attorneys practising in the New Jersey Law -courts, 
This act wis stigmatized under the name “Clark's baaw," and as 
he was a member of the State Legislature during the period 
between 1784 and 1787 when he was not a member of Congress, 
attorneys held him rather than the legislature responsible for this 
act. 

Thus the members of the bar and the Continental Army 
officers—powerful elements in the citizenry-—were his enemies. 
The fact, however, that he was elected again to Congress in 
1787 shows that his enemies did not prevail against him, 
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He also encountered popular ill-will through his stubborn 
conscientiousness when he opposed the unlimited issue of paper 
currency, then popular in all the colonies. He struggled against 
this mania unsuccessfully, even speaking against it in heated 
miass-meetings where his friends were obliged to surround him 
to shield him from personal danger. But the public had its will 
and issued the continental currency, of which the forlorn and 
melancholy ending is now known to all. 

Abraham Clark was one of the earhest of our statesmen to 
be struck by the grave danger which threatened, of the Colonial 
Federation falling apart. The hostile acts of New York toward 
New Jersey, in levying dues on New Jersey’s commerce, led him 
to remonstrate with Governor Clinton of New York. Ele con- 
tinued systematically to urge measures fora more binding union 
and more equitable constitution between the States. His activity 
in this regard led to his being appointed a member of the con- 
vention which framed the Kederal Constitution. He was, how- 
ever, prevented by ill-health from joining in its deliberations. 

His opposition to the original draft before the adoption of 
Amendments led his enemies, including the hostile atrorneys 
and Continental Army officers, to accuse him of anti-Federalism, 
and in the election of representatives to the First Federal Con- 
vress he was not included. However, in the winter of 178y9-go 
he was appointed a commissioner to settle the accounts of his 
own State with the General Government, which office he held 
until he was elected a Representative in the N National Congress. 


In 1794 he supported the resolutions submitted by James 
Madison concerning commerce which were in the line of retalia- 
tion on Great Britain for her restrictions on American trade. 
Congress at chat time showed much irritacion with Great Bricain's 
attacks on our commercial rights, and another war with her 
seemed to be imminent. Coparéas was considering the seques- 
tration of all debts due to British citizens for the purpose of 
indemnifying American citizens for the damage done to their 
shipping by British cruisers. 

Abraham Clark introduced a resolution suspending all inter- 
course with Great Britain until she had fully compensated 
American citizens for all damage done to them by British vessels 
of war and until the Western posts were delivered up by her to 
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the United States. Heated debates on this and kindred subjects 
took place continually, until President Washington nominated 
John Jay, on April 16, 1794, as envoy tu Great Britain for the 
purpose of adjusting these ditheulties. Buteven this appointment 
by General Washington did not defeat the Abraham Clark reso- 
Jution in the House, where it was carried by a large majority, so 
strong was the feeling. It was lost in the Senate by a single 
yote—that of Vice-President Adams, which saved the day for 
the administration. (From “Lives of the Signers,” g volumes; 
Philadelphia, 1820; John Sanderson, 1786-1844; and Robert 
Waln, 1794-1825.) 


In the perspective of history it is probable that 
President \Washington’s course was the wisest for the 
struggling colonies, yet one can not help but admire 
the fierce patriotism of New Jersey’s indomitable 
representative, Abraham Clark. 

The author of “ “Pictorial Field-Book of the 
Revolution,” B. J. Lossing, has given us a graphic 
sketch of Abraham Clark which is both personal and 
sympathetic. The following account is summarized 
from his book, “Lives of the Signers of the Declara- 
tion of American Independence” 


Abraham Clark was born at Elizabethtown, in New Jersey, 
on the fifteenth of February, 1726. He was brought up in the 
employment of his futher, a farmer. He was quite studious, but 
his carly education was considerably neglected. In fact, being 
an only child he was, as is too frequently the case, petted, and 
allowed to follow the guide of his inclinations; and hence his 
education might be termed miscellaneous. 

A slender constitution warned him that he could not pursue 
successfully the rough labor of a farm, and he turned his atten- 
tion to the study of mathematics and of law. He became a good 
practical surveyor; and though he never went through a course 
of legal study, yet he transacted a good deal of law “business in 
Elizabethtown for a number of years, particularly in the drawing 
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up of deeds, mortgages, and other legal papers. He acquired the 
universal esteem and confidence of the people, and received the 
enviable title of “Poor Man’s Counsellor.” 

Abraham Clark held several offices under the royal govern- 
ment, among which was that of Sheriff of Essex County; and in 
all of them he exhibited great fidelity. But when the question 
of political freedom or slavery was presented to his mind, he 
did not for a moment hesitate in his choice, but boldly espoused 
the republican cause. He was placed upon the first Committee 
of Vigilance organized in New Jersey, and was distinguished for 
his watchfulness and untiring activity. 

In 1776, Abraham Clark was elected a Delegate to the Con- 
tinental Congress. He first took his seat in that body in June, 
and he voted for and signed the Declaration of Independence, 
although, like the rest of his colleagues from New Jersey, he 
was thus jeoparding the safety of his property, and the lives of 
himself and family. 

Richard Stockton, also of New Jersey, and also a Signer of 
the Declaration, was captured by the British, and remained in 
prison for some time. On account of his position as one of the 
Signers he was treated with great severity. These hardships 
shattered his constitution, and he died prematurely. 

Another friend of Abraham Clark was John Hart, also of 
New Jersey, and also a Signer. He too was marked for vengeance, 
and when the British descended upon New Jersey the estate of 
John Hart was among the first to feel the effects of the desolating 
inroad. His farm was ravaged, his timber destroyed, his cattle 
and stock butchered for the use of the British army, and he, 
himself, was hunted like a noxious beast. 

Although Abraham Clark did not suffer in person and estate, 
like Mr, Stockton and Mr. Hart, yet his property was much 
reduced in value, by his necessary neglect of it. His two sons 
took up arms and were captured. They were for a time incar- 
cerated in the Jersey prison-ship, and suffered all the horrors 
of that confinement, until released by a final exchange of 
prisoners. 

Abraham Clark remained an active member of the General 
Congress until peace was proclaimed, in 1783, with the exception 
of one term. 
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In 1788, Mr, Clark was again elected to the General Congress. 
In the interim he was a member of the State Legislature, and an 
active politician. He early perceived the defects of the old 
Confederation, and was one of the delegates elected by New 
Jersey to the Convention that framed the present Constitution 
of the United States, in 1787. He was however prevented from 
attending by ill health. He was appointed one of the com- 
missioners for settling the accounts of New Jersey with the 
General Government, and ably did he discharge the arduous 
duty. He was elected a member of Congress under the present 
Federal Government, and continued an active member of that 
body until near the close of his life. . . 

Abraham Clark was a warm partisan, and his feelings of 
attachment or repulsion were very strong. He had witnessed so 
much of the cruelty and oppressions of Great Britain, in her 
war upon the declared freedom of the Colonies, that his feelings 
of hatred could not be soothed by the treaty of peace, although 
he patriotically acquiesced in whatever tended to his country’s 
good. He therefore took sides with France when questions con- 
cerning her came up in Congress; and, early in 1794, he laid 
before Congress a resolution for suspending all intercourse with 
Great Britain, until every item of the treaty of peace should be 
complied with. It was not sanctioned by Congress. 


The views expressed by Abraham Clark in Con- 
gress regarding our foreign relations are reported 
quite fully in Benton’s “Abridgment of the Debates 
of Congress.” It is true that Abraham Clark was in 
favor of helping the French Refugees and the 
Algerines. It is true that he was also in favor of 
putting a prohibitive tariff on British importations. 
But as a general principle regarding our relations 
with the countries across the seas, Abraham Clark 
said that we must expect both England and Irance 
to struggle for their own interests on our continent. 
If France seemed to be with us, it was only because 
she was opposed to England; if England seemed our 
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friend, it was only because of hostility toward 
France. 

John Adams, after he was President, in 1813, 
wrote views concerning “British and French influ- 
ences” which were not dissimilar to the prophetic 
words of Abraham Clark uttered more than twenty 
years before. 

In a letter to Matthew Carey concerning the his- 
tory of the American Navy, Adams wrote: 


“I have witnessed for twenty-five years a studied, deliberate 
and systematized exertion to bury in oblivion all our naval 
and maritime enterprises in the Revolutionary War. Whatever 
there is of British influence or French influence in this country 
has been uniformly exerted to this end.” (Autograph Letter by 
John Adams dated Quincy, Massachusetts, 1813.) 


In his book “History of Elizabeth, New Jersey” 
(1868), Dr. Edwin I. Hatfield refers many times to 
Abraham Clark and to his father, Judge Thomas 
Clark. But the material gathered by Dr. Hatfield 
for a genealogical history of Elizabeth was never 
printed. In manuscript form the collection was pre- 
sented by Dr. Hatfield before his death, to the New 
York Historical Society. Irom that source (Hathield 
Ms., pp. 74-76) the following account of the Abraham 
Clark tamily is quoted: 


Sarah Hatfield, daughter of Isaac, was born at Elizabethtown, 
in 1728. About 1749 she was married to Abraham Clark, a great 
grandson of Richard Clark, who became a resident of Elizabeth- 
town as early as 1678. Thomas, a sn of Richard, was the father 
of Thomas (b. 1701). He was named in the first Charter of the 
borough as one of the Aldermen, a position which he retained 
until his decease, September 11, 1765. He was a sterling patriot 
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and a man of great influence with his townsmen. Abraham, 
his only son, was born at Elizabethtown, February 15, 1726. 
After his marriage he brought his wife home to his father’s 
house—a comfortable dwelling about midway between Elizabeth- 
town and Rahway, on the upper road, about half a mile, north 
by west, from the Wheatsheaf Tavern. Abraham Clark com- 
menced life as a surveyor and conveyancer. His familiarity with 
common law, and his readiness to impart what he knew gratui- 
tously, caused him to be known as ‘“The Poor Man’s Counsellor.” 
He was frequently chosen to offices in the gift of the people. 
He was made High Sheriff of Essex County in 1767; also Clerk 
of the Colonial Assembly, a member of the Committee of Safety, 
Dec., 1774, and subsequently their secretary; a member of the 
New Jersey Provincial Congress, September, 1775, by whom, 
June 22, 1776, he was chosen a Delegate to the Continental 
Congress, entering on his duty as such, June 28, 1776, and so, 
having voted, July 4, for the Dechveation of Independence, he 
had the hanar of becoming one of the Signers of that important 
paper. He was chosen to Congress in 1776, 1777, 1780, 1781, 
1782, 1786, 1787, 1788. He was a member of the First Con- 
stitutional Convention, meeting at Annapolis, Md., in 1786, 
and of the Second and Third Congress under the Constitution 
of the United States. Being a member of the New Jersey State 
Legislature of 1784, he was the main advocate, and had the 
reputation of being the author, of a Jaw which passed without 
serious opposition, entitled ‘An Act for Regulating and Shorten- 
ing the Proceedings of the Courts of Law.” It was known as 
“Clark’s Law.” He remarked of it—“If it succeeds it will tear 
off the ruffles from the Congress’s wrists.” He was a rigid 
economist and at sterling adyoeate of popular measures. During 
the whole period of his public service he proved himself an 
incorruptible patriot, a faithful and prudent legislator, a judic- 
ious counselor, and a true friend of the peuple. 


“He was uniform and consistent,” says the New Jersey Journal 
of the week following his death, “adorning that religion that he 
had early made a profession of, by acts of charity and benevo- 
lence.” “His person was of the common height, his form slender, 
his eyebrows heavy.” He was also “very temperate.” “In 
private life he was reserved and contemplative. Limited in his 
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circumstances, moderate in his desires, and unambitious of 
wealth, he was far from being parsimonious in his private con- 
cerns although a rigid economist in public affairs.” Having 
been a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth- 
town, he was chosen one of the Trustees in 1786, and so continued 
for four years. His wife, Sarah, survived him more than nine 
years. . . . They had ten children. 


As evidence of Abraham Clark’s untiring industry 
in his political life and his invaluable services as a 
working member of Congress, there are on file in his 
handwriting among the MS, Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress at the Congressional Library in 
Washington, many exhaustive reports on all manner 
of subjects. He was one of the most energetic mem- 
bers of the Continental Congress of 1776 in Phila- 
delphia, whither he was sent as a delegate by the 
Provincial Congress of his own State. And in later 
years he was one of the most efficient members of 
the Congress of the United States, after that body 
was inaugurated in 1789. 


Although it seems to be the custom now for mem- 
bers of Congress to take a long recess over the holiday 
season, it was notsoin1777. Promptly on December 
26, the day after Christmas, Abraham Clark was in 
his seat in the House, and was at once appointed on 
an important committee to devise effectual means to 
prevent persons disaffected to the interests of the 
United States from being employed in any of the 
important offices. On December 29, the letters from 
General Washington of December 22 and 23 were 
referred to Abraham Clark as the active member of 
a Board of War empowered to take necessary meas- 
ures to supply the army with provisions and other 
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necessities. (“Journals of Congress,” 1777, page 
414.) 

There was a Continental Congress, a Congress of 
the Confederation, a Constitutional Convention, and 
a Congress of the United States. Abraham Clark 
was a member of all of them. Also he was a member 
of the New Jersey Assembly sitting at New Bruns- 
wick at the beginning of the Revolutionary War, 
and of the New Jersey State Legislature in 1784. 
To his friend James Caldwell, Abraham Clark wrote 
from Philadelphia on August 7, 1776: 


“T regret my being moved to this Congress. I think I should 
have been of more service in our Province than here. I remember 
what Cwsar said in passing the Alps: That he had rather be the 
first in a small village in the Alps than the second in Rome. 
This will not exactly apply to myself, as I did not esteem myself 
the first in the Jersey Convention . . . but is in some measure 
applicable. . . . In your letter you tell me of our feasting here. 
Indeed we have plenty, but... my want of health will not 
suffer me to relish delicacies.” 


Abraham Clark’s capacity for work continued 
throughout his long life. On Monday, May 12, 
1794, “Mr. Clark complained that Members did not 
attend punctually at ten in the morning.” (Reported 
by Gale & Seaton, Vol. IV, page 668.) 

On Monday, May 19, 1794, Abraham Clark voted 
against the bill before the House for the augmenta- 
tion of the army. After this date there is no further 
record of his appearance on the floor of the House, 
according to Benton’s “‘Debates in Congress.’ The 
Congress adjourned on Monday, June 9, 1794. 

It is quite probable that Abraham Clark passed 
the last four months of his life at his home. The 


[13] 


ABRAHAM CLARK 


following statement about his sudden death as the 
result of a sun-stroke was made by Dr. J. Henry 
Clark, a son of Rev. Daniel A. Clark, cousin of the 
Signer, and was printed in the “New Jersey Bio- 
graphical Encyclopedia” (Galaxy Publishing Com- 
pany, Phila. 1876): 


“While Abraham Clark was superintending the erection of a 
bridge in his meadow he felt the effects of a sun-stroke. Aware 
of his danger, he stepped into his chaise and drove home, accom- 
panied by Rev. Daniel A. Clark, who remained with him until 
he died, about two hours afterward.” 


There is a discrepancy of two days in the date of 
Abraham Clark’s death as carved on the old tomb- 
stone in 1794, and the date on the more recent 
cenotaph and memorial monuments. 

Abraham Clark was buried in the Presbyterian 
Cemetery on St. George’s Avenue, called the Rahway 
Cemetery. His grave, which is about forty yards 
from the entrance, is marked by an upright brown 
sandstone, with the following inscription: 


A.C. 
In memory of 
Abraham Clark, Esq. 
ttho died 
Sept. 15, 1794 
In the 69 year of his age 
Firm and decided as a patriot 
Zealous and faithful as a servant of the public 
He loved his country and adhered to her 
in the darkest hours of her struggles 
against oppression 
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In the year 1848 the citizens of Rahway and 
vicinity erected a new memorial to the memory of 
Abraham Clark, The new cenotaph stands near the 
centre of the same cemetery; it is a monument of 


granite sixteen feet high. On the four faces are the 
following inscriptions: 


Abraham Clark 
Born 
at Rahway 
15th Feb, 1726 
Died 
13th Sept. 1794 
In private life 
A Christian 
Exemplary, Consistent, Zealous 
In public life 
A Statesman and Patriot 
In 1775 a member of the first 
Provincial Congress 
In 1776 one of the Committee of 
Public Safety 
A Delegate to the Continental Congress 
and a Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 
Erected 
by the citizens of Rabway 
pth Fuly, 1848 


The will of Abraham Clark, dated May 15, 1793, 
was not admitted to probate until January 18, 1800, 
more than five years after his death. It reads as 
follows: 
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In the Name of God Amen, J, Anranam Ciark of the Borough 
of Elizabeth in the State of New Jersey, being of sound mind and 
memory blessed be God therefor, do this fifteenth day of May 
in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three make and publish this my Last Will and Testament in 
manner following: First I do order that all my debts and funeral 
expenses be paid out of my moveable Estate. 


Item: I give and devise unto my three daughters Hannan 
Mivier, Saran Encar, and Aurcatt Ciark, equally among 
them all that part of my homestead plantation, Beginning at a 
stone planted for a corner on the southwest side of the West 
brook below my young orchard, which stone is a corner between 
my land and land of John Robinson, and from thence running 
south westerly alung said Robinsons line to the corner of my land 
at the turn of the Raritan Road, thence easterly as my Jand runs 
along said road five chains and three rods, thence running 
across my young orchard northerly to a stake standing south 
three degrees east four chains from the first mentioned stone the 
place of beginning, thence from said stake running south seventy 
three degrees East one chain, thence north sixty three degrees 
East to the road that runs northerly by my dwelling house, 
thence northerly and westerly along said road as my land joins 
the same until it comes to the west brook or land of Robert 
Clark, thence southerly along said brook or line of Robert Clark 
to the corner of Land late belonging to Ezekiel Clark, thence 
southerly along the line of said land late belonging to Ezekiel 
Clark and line of John Robinsons Land to the first mentioned 
stone the place of beginning, To have and to hold the one equal 
third part of the above described tract of land with the one 
third part of the appurtenances unto the said Tract above 
described belonging or appertaining unto each of my said 
daughters Hannan, Saran, and Apicatt, and to each of their 
respective heirs and assigns forever, so that the whole of the 
above said Tract of Land with the appurtenances thereunto 
belonging be equally divided in value among my said three 
dauchters to be and remain to them and their respective heirs 
and assigns forever in severalty and not as joint Tenants. 

Item, I give and devise unto my son Aakon C1ark and to 
his heirs and assigns forever, All that my tract of salt meadow 
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in Raway meadows lying at and adjoining to Pardons Island 
commonly called Cherry Island, which meadow binds North 
part by a ditch dug across said Island and part by meadow of 
Doctor Isaac Morss and southerly by meadow of said Isaac Morss. 

Item, I give and Devise unto my son Apranam CLark and 
to his heirs and asssigns forever, all the residue and remainder 
of my real estate wheresoever, which is not herein before dis- 
posed of. 

Item, I give unto my Daughter Hannan Miturr the sum 
of forty five pounds money at eight shillings the dollar, and to 
my daughter Auicart the sum of one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds money above said to be paid out of my moveable Estate 
as soon as convenient after my decease. 


Item, I give unto my beloved wife Saran, the silver tea pot, 
also I give unto my said wife for so long time as she shall remain 
my widow the whole use income and profit of all my real estate, 
except the meadow which I have devised to my son Aaron, 
anything in the before mentioned Devises notwithstanding, also 
I give unto my wife for so long time as she shall remain my 
widow, the use of all my moveable estate remaining after paying 
my debts and funeral expenses, and the abovesaid bequests unto 
my daughters Hannan and Apical. 


Item, I give unto my said three daughters Hannan Saran & 
AnicaiL to be equally divided among them at my said wife’s 
intermarriage or decease which ever shall first happeneth, all 
that part of my moveable estate the use of which I have above 
given to my wife, and my will is and [ do order that what I 
have above given to my wife shall upon her acceptance of the 
same, be in the full of all her right of Dower to my Estate, and 
that upon her marriage in case she should marry, all her right 
to any part of my Estate which I have given her the use of 
shall cease. And I do further order that in case my said wife 
while she has the use of my moveable Estate as above shall find 
it convenient to part with any of the same to any or either of 
my daughters, that she take and keep the amount thereof as so 
much of sd moveables received by such daughter as her part 
or share thereof, in order that they may all have equal shares 
of such moveables. And my will further is and I do order, any 
thing herein before to the contrary notwithstanding that my 

@ 
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two Negro men named Tobe and Peter with their Mother Rose 
shall all three or such of them as choose it, be manumitted and 
set free at my said wife’s intermarriage or decease which ever 
first happeneth, but with this express condition shall the two 
negro men be set free that they provide and support their 
Mother Rose during her life. And whereas my son Aaron has 
had of me sundry sums of money and other effects of which I 
have taken and retain no account, but nevertheless can and do 
declare with certainty that he has no just claim and demand 
upon my Estate for more than I give him in my will. And | 
do hereby ordain and appoint my son ApraHam CLark and my 
brother in lav Anprew Herrietp, Executors of this my Last 
Will and Testament hereby revoking all former Wills and Testa- 
ments by me in any wise made ratifying this to be my Last 
Will and Testament. 
In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
the day and year first above written. 
Signed, Sealed, Published and 
declared by the said ABRAHAM Apra. CLark 
Crark to be his Last Will and 
Testament in the presence 
of us, 
Joun TERRILL 
Puese Marsa 
Isaac Marsu. 


Essex County: SS: 

Isaac Marsh one of the witnesses to the within Will on his 
oath says that he saw the testator Apranam CLark Esquire 
therein named sign and seal the same and heard him publish 
pronounce and declare the within instrument to be his last will 
and testament and at the doing thereof the said Testator was 
of sound and disposing mind and memory so far as this deponent 
knows as he verily believes that John Terrill and Phebe Marsh 
the other subscribing evidences were present at the same time 
and signed their names as witnesses to the will together with 
this deponent in the presence of the said Testator. 

Sworn at Newark 18th Jany. 

1800, Before me Alex C Isaac MarsH. 
McWhorter Surgte. 
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ApraHaM Crark one of the Executors within named being 
duly sworn on his oath says that the within instrument contains 
the true last will and testament of ABranamM CLark the testator 
therein named so far as he knows and as he verily believes, that 
he will well and truly perform the same by paying first the 
debts of the said deceased and then the legacies in the said 
testament specified so far as the goods chattels and credits of 
the said deceased can thereto extend, and that he will make 
and exhibit unto the perogative office at Trenton a true and 
perfect inventory of all and singular the said goods and chattels 
and credits which have or shall come to his knowledge or pos- 
session or to the possession of any other person or persons for 
his use, and render a just and true account when thereto lawfully 
required. 

Abr. Ciark, 


Srate oF New JersEY—DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

I, Thomas F. Martin, Secretary of State of the State of New 
Jersey, do hereby Certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
the Last Will and Testament of Apranam Crark, deceased, 
Proved January 18, 1800, as the same is taken from and com- 
pared with the original Recorded in Liber No. 38 of Wills, 
page $45, and now remaining on file and of record in my office. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my Official Seal at Trenton, this thirty-first day of May 
A.D. 1922. 

Tuomas F. Martin 
Secretary of State. 


After the death of Abraham Clark, his widow 
Sarah remained in possession of the homestead and 
farm until her death, June 2, 1804. We do not know 
whether there still exist any of the letters written by 
the Signer to his wife during his many absences from 
Elizabethtown while in attendance at Congress. In 
a letter dated Elizabethtown, October 26, 1776, to 
his friend Colonel Elias Dayton, Abraham Clark 
wrote: “My wife hath the third-day ague.” Although 
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he was one of the most faithful attendants at the 
sessions of Congress, and very seldom absent from 
his seat, Abraham Clark many times had a great 
longing for his home. In a letter from Philadelphia, 
dated July 4, 1776, he says: “I don’t feel quite 
reconciled at being here, and the Enemy by my 
Door at home.” 

At another time, October 26, 1776, he writes: “I 
propose to sue for a dismission from Congress, finding 
it too hard to attend there and at the Assembly, 
between both of which I could not expect to spend 
much of my time at home.” 

And again, to his friend James Caldwell, Abraham 
Clark writes in a letter dated Philadelphia, October 3, 
1781: 


“Attendance in Congress hath long been a painful Service 
to me. . .. Dr. Witherspoon, Mr. Houston, Dr. Elmer, and 
myself have served three years.” 


No doubt Sarah was a capable helpmeet for him; 
a good mother, and a wise manager of the household 
and farm. The inventory of personal property be- 
longing to the estate of the Signer was not made 
until ten years after his death (a few days after the 
death of Sarah); it shows that she was still conducting 
the farm. ‘There were sheep, oxen, heifers, and hogs; 
there were scythes, plows, and spinning wheels; 
there was corn in the garret; there were potatoes in 
the cellar, and goodly stocks of hay, wheat, and rye 
on hand. 

Following is the inventory, dated June 6, 1804, 
and sworn to a year later (June 29, 1805) by the 
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appraisers and by Dr. Abraham Clark, his father’s 


executor: 


A true and perfect Inventory of all & singular the Goods, 
Chattels, rights & Credits of Apranam Ciark Esquire, late of 
the Borough of Elizabeth and County of Essex, deceased, made 
by us whose names are hereunto subscribed, the Sixth day of 


June in the Year of Our Lord, Kighteen Hundred & four. 
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ABRAHAM CLARIS 
1726-1794 


A MUNEK OF THE DEEL AR NELION OF INDEPENDENCE 


FROM NEW JERSEY 
HWE LIVED ON THIS SITE DURING TILE 


FORMATIVE PERIOD OF THE REPUBLIC 


ERECTED BY THE NEW JERSEY SOCIETY 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
SEPTEMBER 15, 1919 
IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF TITS 
STATESMANSIILP AND PATRIOPISM 
ON THE 125171 ANNIVERSARY 
OF MIS PASSING INTO THE LARGER LIFE 
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Ronerr Ciark 
Cuarres H. Hucues. 


The “young orchard” mentioned by Abraham 
Clark in his will was presumably an apple orchard, 
if we may believe the testimony of old men whose 
recollections a few years ago dated back to the time 
when there still was standing a part of the old house— 
the house which had been occupied by Judge Thomas 
Clark; where Abraham Clark, Signer, was born; 
where the Abraham Clark family lived until the 
death of Sarah, widow of the Signer, in 1804. Tor 
many years after the house proper had been de- 
molished one wing remained. After the wheat, corn, 
and rye in the garret, the lot of Jumber in the 
upper garret, the casks of pork, hams, and_ beef 
in the cellar, the potatoes in the outer cellar, the 
churn in the milk room, and all the other equip- 
ment of a well-regulated farm house had been sold by 
the executor, for nearly a century a part of the house 
remained, surrounded by apple trees. ‘There are no 
buildings now on the old site. About twenty years 
ago a fire swept away all that was left of the ancient 
dwelling of Abraham Clark, the Signer. 

Its former site, however, has been marked. At the 
intersection of Chestnut Street and Ninth Avenue, 
in Roselle, on the east side of the old road to the 
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Wheatsheaf Tavern, about four hundred feet east of 
the spot where Abraham Clark was born and lived 
and died, a massive boulder has been placed by the 
New Jersey Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. On its face it bears the inscription: 


In Remembrance of Abraham Clark 1726-1794 
A Signer of the Declaration of Independence. 


A brief table showing the descent of Abraham 
Clark, Signer, from the first of his line of the Clark 
family in New Jersey, follows: 


Ricuarp Crark, d. 1697. Will proved in New York, Apr. 15, 
1697. m. Elizabeth (Intestate. Feb. 16, 1725. Essex Co. 
Wills, Bk. A, p. 238). Children: 

1. Ricwarp, b. at Southold abt. 1661. Shipwright. Will 
proved (Lib. 3, p. 58) May 17, 1743. Children: 
I Hannay 
II Ricwaro, d. 1743. Children: 
1. RicHarp 
2. Evisna 
3. JAMES 

4. REUBEN 

5. THomas 

6. Racue, w. of Wm. Lawrence. 

7. Jemima, w. of Dan’! Kelsey. 

8. Anicait CLark (18 years of age). 

Five sons under age. Fxecutors: wife Hannah 
and Son James. Wit. Abra. Clarke and 
John Terrell, Will made by Abra. Clarke. 
IIT Asicain 
TV FEuizaseru 
V Henry 
VI Joun 
VII Jonaruan 

2, Joun, m. Martha. Will proved June 8, 1705; Wit: 

Samuel Melyen and Samuel Carter. (Lib 1, pp. 120- 
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124.) Executors, wife and bro. Ephraim. Oct 23, 1705, 
Ephraim’s renunciation. 


3. ExizABETH 


. Josuua, m. Abigail. Will proved Feb. 9. 1715. (Lib. I, 
p- 518.) Executors: Wife and bro. Ephraim; children: 


+b 


IT Josrua; will proved Mar. 12, 1759. 
Il Joun 
III Joserx 


TV Benjamin 
VAsicatt Poute 
5. SAMUEL, m. Susanna. Will proved Apr. 11, 1716; (Lib. 
A, p. 11.) Children: 
JT Samuer 
I] JonarHan 


Ill Joun 

IV Isaac 

VY Susanna 
VI Saran 


VIL Evizasetu 


6. Epuraim, planter of Elizabethtown; intestate Oct. 28, 
1717 (Lib. A, p. 83); m. Hannah (Essex Co. Deeds, 
Lib. B, p. 29, May 6, 1704). 

7. Tuomas, planter of Elizabethtown; m. Hannah (Essex 
Co. Deeds Bk B, p. 33). Will of Thomas Clark, yeo- 
man, proved Aug. 22, 1711. (Vol. 5, of unrecorded 
Deeds, pp. 114-115.) Children: 

I Tomas; b. 1701; d. Sept. 11, 1765; m. Ist, a 
dau. of Samuel Winans. 2nd, Elizabeth. 

One Child, Apranam Crark; b. Feb. 15, 1726; d. 
Sept. 14, 1794. Will proved Jan. 18, 1800. 

I] Asranam; b. 1703; d. Sept 26, 1765; m. Sarah. 
Capt. Abraham Clark died intestate, Re- 
nunciation of Sarah to Benjamin Marsh (Bk 
H, p. 540, 480). Abra. Clark, witness. 

II] James. 

TV Dantet. 

VA daughter, Mrs. 

8. Benjamin. 





Day. 
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Thomas Clark, father of the Signer, was named 
in the first charter of the Borough of Elizabeth as 
one of the Aldermen; he was a magistrate and was 
called “Judge.” His tastes were simple, his ideas 
were democratic. He lived without ostentation, and 
he desired to be buried without the ceremonious ex- 
travagance which was the custom for funerals at that 
time. A few days after his death the following para- 
graph appeared in a weekly newspaper: 

On Wednesday evening last (September 11, 1765) died here, 
after a severe illness, Thomas Clark, Esq'r, one of the judsves 
of the county court; who has been unanimously elected a nityis- 
trate in this Corporation ever since we had a Charter; and 
Friday was decently buried, in the plain manner, by his own 
directions, according to the new mode—none of his relations 
or friends appearing in mourning, though he was universally 
Jamented by all who know him, as he left the character of an 
honest man. We fatter ourselves that this laudable example, 
so very seasonably set by people of fortune, will be imitated 
by all; especially by those in slender circumstances. No liquor 
was given at the funeral. (New York Afercary; Barber’s “Llis- 
torical Collections”; Hatfield’s “Elizabeth.’’) 


Abraham Clark, uncle of the Signer, was the next 
younger brother of Thomas. He was called “Captain 
of the Troop.”” He was born about 1703, and died 
September 26, 1765, only a few days after the death 
of his brother. Both were buried in Rahway Ceme- 
tery. Captain Abraham Clark owned lands next 
adjoining the farm of his brother, Judge Thomas 
Clark, on the west. It was not until after the death 
of his uncle, Captain Abraham Clark, that the Signer 
dropped “Junior” from his signature. During the 
period when he was Clerk of the Colonial Assembly 
at Amboy he signed “Abra: Clark, jun’r, Clk.’” On 
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the tombstone of his infant son Cavalier, who died 
in 1764, the inscription reads: ‘‘son of Abraham and 
Sarah Clark jun’rs.” 

After the outbreak of the war, during the early 
years of his political life, the Signer was affectionately 
called “Congress Abraham,” to distinguish him from 
all the other Abraham Clarks in the vicinity of 
Elizabethtown. 

By reason of his position as a magistrate, Judge 
Thomas Clark was frequently summoned to draw 
wills, and to serve as executor. In many of the early 
wills now on file at Trenton, we find the names of 
Thomas Clark, executor, and Abra: Clark, jun’r, as 
witness. Thus conveyancing and surveying had 
come to be the principal occupations of Abraham 
Clark in early life. 

Up to 1775 Abraham Clark’s life had been a com- 
paratively placid one. When the troubles with Britain 
began he speedily took up his country’s cause, first 
as a member of the Committee of Safety and of the 
Provincial Congress; subsequently as a member of 
the Continental Congress. It was not long before he 
was obliged to devote practically his entire time to 
his duties as a member of that Congress engaged in 
prosecuting the war. 

With all the partisanship of an intense patriotism 
Abraham Clark laid aside his private affairs for the 
public cause, and his hitherto peaceful life became a 
stormy one. 


II 


The Children of Abraham Clark 


II 
The Children of Abraham Clark 


ITTLE is known in detail concerning the lives 

of Abraham Clark’s children. His two elder 
sons, Aaron and Thomas, were in the revolutionary 
conflict from the beginning; we have their war 
records from the War Department at Washington, 
and from the office of the Adjutant General of the 
State of New Jersey. Aaron Clark served in the New 
Jersey Militia in and around Elizabeth and East 
Jersey, and was discharged with the rank of Cap- 
tain. Thomas Clark was ranked a Captain of Artil- 
lery in the Continental Army. 

The first date at which we find these two sons of 
the Signer mentioned in any document of record is 
in the year 1765, when their grandfather, Judge 
Thomas Clark, named them in his will, leaving to 
each a large tract of land. The will of Judge Thomas 
Clark would seem to prove that his “beloved son 
Abraham” (the Signer) was his only child. And 
from the fact that Judge Thomas Clark names only 
two grandsons in his will, the presumption is strong 
that they were the eldest grandsons living at that 
date. 

The will of Judge Thomas Clark (father of the 
Signer) was signed September 10, 1765. Probate was 
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granted October 1, 1765, on which date Abraham 
Clark (Signer) qualified as executor. The two elder 
sons of the Signer, Aaron and Thomas Clark, were 
the principal legatees. The text of the will follows: 


In the Name of God Amen, I Tuomas Ci ARK of the Borough 
of Elizabeth in the Province a New Jersey Esq’r, being weak in 
Body but of sound and perfect mind and memory blessed be 
God therefore Do this tenth day of September in the year of our 
Lord One thousand Seven hundred and sixty five, make and 
publish this my last will and Testament in manner following. 
First I do order that all my Just Debts and funeral Charges be 
paid out of my moveable Estate. 

Item I Give and Bequeath unto my beloved wife Enizapein, 
the Bed and furniture she bro’t me, and one other of my Beds 
and furniture suitable which ever she shall Chose. Also the sum 
of fifty pounds in such Bonds and Bills as she shall chose, three 
of my best Cows, and also such of my houschold Goods as she 
shall think proper to the amount of fifty pounds, and also three 
pair of sheets, three pair of pillow Cases, and three Table Cloths, 
and three hundred weight of pork and one hundred weight of 
Beef to be delivered her at killing time; also six bushels of wheat, 
Twenty five Bushels of Ears of Indian Corn and Ten Bushels of 
Turnips, and Keeping for her Cows during the Ensuing winter, 
also the use of my Negro wench Rose during the life of my said 
wife, and the use of my Rideing Chair & Horse. And whereas | 
have by Joynture Settled a Certain messuage & Tenement upon 
my said wife during her life, which messuage has no fire wood 
on it J do therefore give unto my said wile the priviledue of 
Cutting Bight Cart load of tire.wood yearly dureing her Life off 
the lands 1 bought of Wilham Winans, joyning upon Raway 
River. 

Item I Give and Devise unto my Grandson Aaron CLARKE 
and to his heirs and assigns forever All the Jands and Tenements 
I purchased from Andrew Hampton Joyning the Lands of 
Ephraim Terrill and the West Brook (reserving thereout the 
priviledge my wife hath therein by Joynture), 

Item I Give & devise unto my Grandson Tuomas CLarKe 
and to his heirs and assigns forever all that ‘Tract of land and 
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premises lying Adjoyning upon Raway River, which T purchased 
from William Winans, reserving out of the same the priviledge 
] have before given to my wife of Cutting firewood thereon and 
also a priviledge for my Son Abraham Clarke to Cut firewood 
Thereon, And I ordain and appoint my beloved Son Anranam 
Crarke to be Sole Executor of this my Last Will & Testament. 
In Witness whereof I have to this my last Will and Testament 
Set my hand and Seal the Day & Year first above written. 
THos. CLARKE 
Signed Sealed Published & Declared by the said Thomas 
Clarke to be his last will & Testament in the Presence of us 
Jona Hampton 
Chris. Manlove 
Lydia Gostelowe 

Jonathan Hampton Esq’r and Lydia Gostelowe two of the 
witnesses to the within written will being sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God did severally depose that they saw 
Tuomas Crarke Esq’r the testator within named sign and seal 
the same, and heard him publish pronounce and declare the 
within Instrument to be his last will and Testament, & that 
at the doing thereof the said Testator was of sound and dis- 
posing mind and memory as far as these deponents know and as 
they verily believe. 

Also at the same time ABRAHAM CLark the executor within 
named Came before me and was duly Qualifyed by the taking 
the Oath of executors as appointed by Law. 

Sworn at the Borough of Elizabeth this first day of October 
1765 Before ne Robert Ogden. 

Probate Granted by Gov. Franklin in the usual form dated 
the same first days of October 1765. (Liber TL of Wills, page 


S72.) 


“Elizabeth,” mentioned in the will of Judge 
Thomas Clark as his widow, was probably his second 
wife, and not the mother of Abraham Clark, the 
Signer. Judge Thomas Clark’s first wife was a 
daughter of Samuel Winans, Senior; probably the 
eldest daughter, Hannah. Samuel Winans, in_ his 
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will dated June 13, 1744 (Book E, page 87), named 


his son-in-law Judge Thomas Clark as one of his 
executors. And the son of the above Samuel Winans 
(also named Samuel) appointed his brother-in-law 
Judge Thomas Clark as one of his executors. (Will 
dated Sept. 4, 1758; proved January 6, 1773; Book 
KK, page 521.) 

Aaron Clark was probably about fifteen years of 
age in 1765 when his grandfather died. Thomas 
Clark was probably about thirteen. Therefore their 
father, the Signer, who was their natural guardian, 
came into possession of their lands as the executor 
of the estate of his father Judge Thomas Clark. The 
Signer no doubt paid the taxes, and worked the 
lands as he did with his own farm. No deed or other 
conveyance has been found of record in Essex County 
showing that Captain Thomas Clark ever came into 
the possession of his strip of woodland “lying ad- 
joyning upon Raway River.” This woodland, which 
the grandfather had purchased from William Winans, 
was burdened with easements; one of these ease- 
ments was the widow Elizabeth’s “priviledge of 
Cutting Eight Cart Load of fire wood yearly dureing 
her Life off the lands I bought of William Winans, 
joyning upon Raway River’; another was “a privi- 
ledge for my son Abraham Clarke to cut firewood 
Thereon.” 

In the year 1770 the signatures of Aaron and 
Thomas Clark appear together as witnesses to the 
will of Isaac Winans, who made his will on pace 
23, 1770, naming Abraham Clark (the Signer) a 
one of the executors. Ten years later, when ie 
testator died and the will was admitted to probate, 
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Aaron Clark again signed his name as one of the 
subscribing witnesses. His father, however (the 
Signer), renounced the executorship in favor of 
Moses Winans, a son of the testator. The last para- 
graph of the Winans will, with the signatures of the 
witnesses made on August 23, 1770, and Aaron 
Clark’s deposition ten years later (after the death 
of the testator), are as follows: 


And I ordain, Constitute and Appoint my Trusty friends 
Amos Morse and Abraham Clark Executors of this my last Will 
& Testament hereby revoking all former Wills and Testaments 
by me in any Wise made Ratifying and Confirming this and no 
other to be my last Will and Testament. 

In Witness whereof I have to this my last Will and Testament 
set my hand and seal the day and year first herein above written. 

Signed Sealed Published and Delivered 

by the said Isaac Winans to be his Isaac WINANS 
Last Will and Testament in the 
presence of 

Aaron CLarRK 

Tuomas Ciark 

Mary Huspeue 

Abra, CLARK 

Aaron Clark one of the Witnesses to the within Will being 
duly sworn on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose 
and say that he saw Isaac Winans the Testator therein named 
sign and seal the same and heard him publish, pronounce and 
declare the within writing to be his Jase Will and Testament 
and that at the doing thereof the s’d Testator was of sound and 
disposing Mind and Memory as far as this Deponent knows and 
as he verily believes and that Thomas Clark & Mary Hubbell & 
Abraham Clark were present at the same Time & subscribed 
their Names as Witnesses to the sd Will together with This 
Deponent and in presence of sd Testator. 

Sworn before me at Eliz'th Town 

this 3oth day of June 1780. Aaron CLARK 
Robt. Ogden Jr. Surgt’. 
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Aaron Clark was doubtless of age prior to 1773, 
for he then sold a part of the land which he had 
inherited from his grandfather. By deed dated 
October 27, 1773, Aaron Clark conveyed to Thomas 
Hughes, saddle-tree maker, 14 acres of land binding 

easterly and northerly by the Raritan Road; westerly 
to the plantation of Jacob Hampton, deceased, and 
southerly by the lands of Ephraim ‘Terrill, Esq. 
This deed is not of record; it is referred to in the 
deed of Thomas Hughes, saddle-tree maker, to his 
son Charles Howell Hughes, covering the same lot 


of land: 


March 23, 1795. “Whereas, Aaron Clark, by deed dated 
October 27, 1773, conveyed the land deseribed in) Thomas 
Hughes’s deed to his son... . (Book 1, page 325).”? Charles 
H. Hughes, in a deed dated April 1, 1842, conveyed the same 
fourteen acres of land to Benjamin. Winans (Book S$ §, paye 
350). ‘Thus the lands inherited by Aaron Clark from his gri ind- 
father have been definitely located. But no deed has been found 
of record in Essex County executed by William Winans con- 
veying to Judge Thomas Clark the tract of woodland lying on 
the Rahway River which the latter said that he bought (pre- 
sumably prior to March 26, 1763, for on that date the will of 
William Winans was probated); and which Judge Thomas Clark 
left in his will to his grandson Captain Thomas Clark. 


Ina weekly newspaper, November 24, 1774 the 
name of Aaron Clark appeared in an advertisement, 
as follows: 


To se Sotp—Two stocking frames and looms both in good 
order for working. Enguire of Aaron Clark living at the fulling 
mills in Elizaberh-Rahway where fulling dying and dressing of 
cloth is now carried on by approved workmen who will endeavor 
to serve such as favor them with their custom in such manner 
as they with reason hope will give satisfaction, they having 
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every requisite for carrying on said works they think at least 
equal to any in America. (New Jersey Archives, Vol. NXIX, 
page 111.) 


There can be no doubt of the identity of Aaron 
Clark in the foregoing advertisement as the son of 
the Signer; Abraham Clark himself had but a short 
time previously (March 8, 1773) advertised a theft 
from this same mill, as follows: 


The fulling mills of the Subscriber in Flizabethtown- Rahway, 
was broke open on the night of 2nd Inst., & sundry pieces of 
cloth stolen among which were 2 pieces ak blue with a small 
mixture of white, one picce of fulled worsted of blue warp & 
black filing. ‘Ten dollars reward & all reasonable charges arising 
by apprehending the thieves or recovering this cloth will be paid 
by Abraham Clark. (New Jersey Archives, \ “ol. NAVIL, page 
448.) 


On November 10, 1774, Thomas Clark had an ad- 
vertisement running in a weekly newspaper, as fol- 
lows: 


Strayed from the pasture of the said Thomas Clark a dark 
bay Horse about 14 hands high with a star on his forehead, a 
small white mark on his nose, black mane and tail, his mane 
rather inclined co lie on the near side; his tail has a lony dock, 
he trots all, and canters very slow and casy. Whoever takes up 
the said horse, or gives such information that the owner mity 
have him again shall receive eight dollars reward. (New Jersey 


Archives, Vol. NXIX, page 522.) 
When the name of Thomas Clark next appears in 
print his rural occupations have been set aside for 


the time; the scourge of war lay on the land, and 
Thomas Clark’s life as a soldier had begun. 


[37] 


ABRAHAM CLARK 


Friday, March 1, 1776, the Provincial Congress elected 
officers for two et a of Artillery: Frederick Frelinghuysen, 
Captain; Daniel Neil, Captain-Licutenant; Thomas Clark, 1st 
Lieutenant of the Enccern Company. (American Archives, 
Series 4, Vol. IV, pave 1605.) 


The name of Lieutenant Thomas Clark is among 
the list of about forty commissioned officers of the 
Revolutionary Army who were regular attendants 
at the First Presby terian Church of E lizabethtown, 
of which Rev. James Caldwell was pastor. (Hat. 
field’s “Elizabeth,” page 525.) 


The following War Records of Aaron Clark and 
Thomas Clark are from the Archives of the United 
States War Department, Washington, D. C.: 


War Depart tMent 
THe Apyuranr Generat’s Orrice 
Wasuincion, April 24, 1422 

The records of this office show that one AARON CLARK served 
in the Revolutionary War as a caprain in a New Jersey organizit- 
tion, but the date of his entry into service and of his separation 
therefrom are not shown. His name appears on various abstracts 
of pay rolls and Abstracts of Bounty rolls which indicate that 
he was in service at different periods from July 17, 1776, to 
October 20, 1778, in a regiment shown as First Essex and as 
Artillery regiment, under Col. S. Seeley, Col. E. Thomas, Col. 
Neelson and Lieut. Col. Jaques at Elizabethtown, Newark, and 
Hackensack. No further record of his service has been found, 
nor has any record of his capture and release by the British been 
found. 

The collection of Revolutionary War records in this office ts 
far from complete, and it is suggested as a possibility that 
additional information may be obtained from the Adjutant 
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General of New Jersey, Trenton, or from the Commissioner of 
Pensions, Washington, D. C. 
Roserr C, Davis 
Acting The Adjutant General. 


Wark Deparment 
Tue Apyuranr Generat’s Orrice. 
Wasninoton, April 24, 1922. 

The records show that one Tuomas Crark served in the 
Revolutionary War as a Captain of Captain Thomas Clark’s 
Company of Artillery, Continental troops, commanded by Col. 
John Lamb. He was commissioned January 1, 1777, date also 
shown as March 15, 1777, and his name last appears on the 
company muster rolls for June, 1779, date July y, 1779, with 
remark: “On furlough by Col. Harrison.” No later record of 
him has been found, nor do the records afford any information 
relative to his being taken prisoner. 

The collection of Revolutionary War records in this office is 
far from complete, and it is suggested as a possibility that 
additional information may be obtained from the Commissioner 
of Penstons, Washington, D. C., or from the authorities of the 
State from which the within named man may have entered the 
service. 

Roserr C. Davis 
Acting The Adjutant General. 


The War Records on file at Trenton in the office 
of the Adjutant General of the State of New Jersey, 
are somewhat more complete, and read as follows: 


Srare or New Jersey 
Orrice of THE Apjuranr GENERAL, 
Trenron, March 27, 1922. 
It is certified that the records of this office show that AAkon 
Crark served as Lieutenant, Captain Daniel Neil’s Company 
of Artillery, New Jersey State Troops, April 6, 1776, to March 1, 
1777; Captain Company of Artillery, First Regiment, Essex 
County New Jersey Militia, 17773 commanded his company of 
thirty-seven men serving at Elizabethtown under Colonel 
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Sylvanus Seely, January, 1778; in service at Elizabethtown, 
March and July, 1778, and at Newark, May, June, and July, 
1778; in service at Hackensack, October, 1778, and at Elizabeth- 
town, October, 1778, and June, 1779; aed certificate 643, 
amounting to are :0, for the depreciation of his Continental 
pay in the Essex County New Jersey Militia,—during the 
Revolutionary War. 

Freverick GILKYsON 

The Adjutant General. 


Srare or New Jersey 
Orrice or tie Apjuranr GENERAL 
Trenron, March 27, 1922. 
ft is certified that the records of this oflice show that 
THomas CLark was commissioned First Licutenant, Caprain 
Vrederick lrelinghuysen’s Eastern Company of Artillery, New 
Jersey State Troops, March 1, 1776; (Captain Daniel Neil suc- 
ceeded to command previous to April 20, 17763) Captain Licu- 
tenant, Captain Neil’s Eastern Company of Artillery, New 
Jersey State Troops; commanded detachments of his company 
stationed at New Blazing Starr, July to November, 1776; was 
at battles of Trenton, New Jersey, December 26, 17746, and 
Princeton, New Jersey, January 3, 1777; Captain, Eastern 
Company of Artillery, New Jersey State Troops, to succeed 
Captain Neil, who was killed at battle of Princeton; Captain, 
Colonel John Lamb's Second Regiment, Artillery, Continental 
Army, Mebruary 1, 1777; was at battles of Brandywine, Dela- 
Wire, September 11, 1777, Germantown, Pennsylvania, October 
4) 1777, and Sisoraeith, New Jersey, June 28, 1778; appointed 
aritér Act of Pecenibes RO; 1783, ts Conmbanudridee for [ssex 
County to settle and adjust payrolls, and issue notes for amounts 
due militiamen for services,—during the Revolutionary War, 
FREDERICK GILKYSON 
The Adjutant General. 
Certified at the request of Mrs. Jerome A. Hart, 
San Irancisco, California. 


The first broad pension law of the United States 
Government was passed about 1816; but a majority 
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of the widows of veterans who were pensioned made 
application under a more favorable law passed about 


1833. In reply to an inquiry addressed to the Bureau 
of Pensions in regard to members of the Clark family, 


the following reply was received from the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BuREAU OF PENSIONS 
Wasuincron, May 15, 1922 
In reply to your letter dated ist, and received the 7th ultimo, 
you are advised that the Revolutionary War Records of this 
Bureau fail to afford any information in regard to Adolph Jonas, 
or Aaron Clark and Thomas Clark described by you. 
Very respecfully, 
Wasttincton GARDNER 
Commissioner, 


In view of the fact that in 1778-1779 Captain 
Thomas Clark served in the Artillery Regiments of 
both Colonel Lamb and Colonel Harrison, the fol- 
lowing letter from General Washington, the Com- 
mander-in-chief, will be of interest. The letter was 
printed in “Records of the Revolutionary War,” by 


W. T. R. Satfell (1858): 


Heap Quarrers, Vatiey lorce, May 30, 1778. 

... Col. Crane’s Regiment of Artillery is to be mustered 
on Monday next at 1a o'clock. 

Col. Lamh’s and Col. Proctor’s at the same hour on Tuesday. 
and Col. Harrison’s on Wednesday. 

The officers will be careful to have their muster-rolls made 
out correctly, and see that their men have their blankets neatly 
rolled up, as they must parade with them on. 

Capt. Brown’s and Capt. Dorsey’s Companies of Maryland 
Artillery are annexed to Col. Harrison’s Regiment, with which 
they are to do duty till further orders. 

Geo. WASHINGTON. 
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Early in 1776 Thomas Clark was commissioned 
First Lieurenant in Captain Krederick Irelinghuy- 
sen’s Eastern Company of Artillery, and was on duty 
with the New Jersey Strate troops until he became a 
Captain of Artillery in the Continental Army the 
following year. Tradition says that Captain Thomas 
Clark was captured by the British and was im- 
prisoned on the prison-ship Jersey. History says 
that Captain Thomas Clark experienced the most 
crue] persecution at a time when the treatment of 
American prisoners by the British was barbarous 
and disgraceful to a civilized nation. But in the 
United States War Deparrment there is now no 
record to be found of Captain Thomas Clark’s im- 
prisonment or release. It is believed that a repre- 
sentation was made ro Congress by Abraham Clark, 
of the cruel persecution of his son, and that retalia- 
tion was resorted to on a British Captain, which 
resulted in Captain Thomas Clark! stelease. (Sander- 
son’s “Lives of the Signers,” Vol. VI, page 60.) Fis 
experience was probably not unlike thar of Richard 
Stockton, who was taken prisoner, endured crucl 
suticrings in a British prison, and was finally re- 
leased in exchange for a British officer, but never 
revained his health and died im 1783, before the end 
of che war. 

A moving letter from the “condemned room” of a 
British prison in New York, addressed to Congress 
by a group of the imprisomed patriots, may be 
printed here, as it shows the malevolent and brural 
pyeoeaee of American prisoners in British dungeons. 

copy of the letter is on file in the Division of MS5S., 
pnt of Congress: 
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Provost ConpemMnep Room, Dec. 28, 1780. 

Tue Honorasre rue Concress: This is the fourth day of our 
being at this place—have drew no kind of subsistence except 
water—we have not yet been informed the cause of such treat- 
ment—if it is for retaliatiun we will endeavour to bear it, yet 
think ourselves improper subjects to bear such hardships. No 
one but those who experience can form an Idea of the disagree- 
ableness of the place—we are exposed to the North west blasts 
without the least obstruction to the cold except the grates— 
Humbly sollicit something may be immediately done for us— 
consider the long imprisonment we have bore; and most of the 
time destitute of anything to make us comfortable— We have 
disposed of cloathing to exchanged prisoners with the prospect 
of having necessaries sent to us from the Jerseys, but have 
never received anything for them, being informed that the 
commandant at Elizabethtown would not suffer any such 
necessaries to be sent us. 

The severity of weather in this place will not admit of many 
words—beg the hon’ble Congress will consider our sad fate and 
relieve us from such scenes of distress, and they will lay many 
obligations on their very humble servants— 

Grorce Lyman 

James Hanverr 

Perer Mosrer 

THomMaAS SELBY 

Tuomas CLARK 

Daniew Lawrence 
Simon Ty.or 

Masters of Whale boats. 


When we consider chat most of the young men 
about Elizabethtown were accustomed to handling 
boats it is not to be wondered at that commissioned 
officers during their furloughs, or during the long 
periods when the army was in winter quarters and 
inactive, should act as “masters of whale boats.” 
Many daring raids were thus made by small parties 
of patriots against the British on Long Island. The 
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services of the so-called masters of whale boats in 
guarding the stores of the patriot army and in pre- 
venting inroads of the enemy were recognized by 
Congress. The whale boat was commonly used all 
along the Jersey Coast on account of its handy and 
sea-going qualities. It was a long narrow. boat, 
twenty or thirty feet long, sharp at “both ends, high 
at bow and stern, and fitted for steering with an 
oar. 

The distance between the camps of the enemy on 
Staten Island and the homes of the patriots in 
Elizabethtown was scarcely more than six miles. 
“We have been long alarmed in the Jerseys by the 
enemy encamped wicti most of their army on Staten 
Island,” wrote Abraham Clark, on October 16, 1781, 
in a letter to Colonel Dayton; “we have not heard 
of their sailing vet; I believe they are only waiting 
for a fair wind; they have, reports say, six thousand 
troops embarked.” 

During the long period of the enemy’s occupation 
of Staten Island the business of ‘ ‘trading with the 
enemy” had grown to such proportions that Abraham 
Clark, in a letter to Governor Livingston, dated 
Elizabethtown, November 24, 1779, wrote as follows: 


“Trading with the Enemy is now become so general that from 
the hest information | can Obtain | believe that among all the 
Numerous Inhabitants living below the Country road between 
Elizabethtown and Woodbridze nearly nine tenths are either 
advertently or inadvertently concerned in promoting the Trade. 
... Perhaps this trade may by some be thought rather bene- 


ficial than Injuricus. . 2. We find people of undisputed char- 
acters... once they had tasted the sweets of gain, would 
sacrifice their friends and conneetions co it. . 2. Another proof 
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of Trading having this effect may be drawn from the behavior 
of many upon the Seizure of goods made by my sun.” 


The exact date of Aaron Clark’s marriage is not 
known. When Benjamin Winans made his will, 
dated April 12, 1791, he left a legacy of £200 to his 
daughter Susannah Clark. This Susannah, Rev. 
Edwin A. Hatfeld says, was the wife of Captain 
Aaron Clark, son of the Signer. Abraham Clark (the 
Signer) was named as one of the executors by Benja- 
min Winans in his will. Just prior to this date 
Abraham Clark (the Signer) placed a mortgage on 
a certain tract of Jand “situate, lying, and being in 
the township of Elizabeth whereon the s'd Aaron 
Clark resides.”” This mortgage is dated September 
6, 1790. Vrom the wording of this document it 
would seem as if the family of Aaron Clark had not 
“gone West” with him when he first acquired title 
to Jands in Washington County, Pennsylvania, and 
placed his name on the United States Census there 
in 17g. Presumably Susannah and her small chil- 
dren remained at the family home in Ehizabeth, since 
the Signer speaks of the tract of land he inortgaged 
as “the premises whereon the s’d Aaron Clark 
resides.” 

However, the enumeration for the census-taking 
was not begun until the first Monday of August, 
1790, and the time allowed for its completion was 
nine months; which would have enabled Aaron Clark 
to remain in New Jersey until the end of the year 
1790, or even later, and still be in Washington 
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County, Pennsylvania, in time for enrollment there 
on the 1790 Census. 

The following is a copy of the mortgage given by 
Abraham Clark (Book C, page 21): 


September 6, 17y0, Anranam Ciark of Elizabethtown unto 
Charles le Rouex of the City of New York, Gentleman, for one 
hundred pounds current money of New York, at or before the 
6th day of September next ensuing, with lawful interest. 

“All that certain messuage or tract of land and premises, 
situate lying and being in the township of Elizabeth whereon the 
sd Aaron Crakk now resides. Beginning at a beech tree standing 
on the east side of Rahway river marked on four sides with the 
Jetters S. M. being a corner of land formerly of Samuel Mills 
dec'd; from thence running along said Mills’s line South fifty 
two degrees East 3 ch. and 75 links to a white oak stump; thence 
along said Mills’s line North 4g degrees Hast 28 ch. and 47 links 
to a stake, being a corner of land of George Ross dec’d, thence 
with said Ross’s line north 50 degrees West g ch. and 71 links 
to a stake, thence north ¢¢ degrees and 45 minutes East ro ch. 
and 13 links to the road that leads from Barnett’s Mills to 
Rahway Landing; thence along said road North 41 degrees West 
3 ch. and 37 links, thence along said road north 61 degrees 15 
minutes West 5 ch. and 20 links; Thence N. 80 deurees West 3 
ch. to Rahway River near the lower end of Barnett's Mills; 
thence crossing said river and running down the same on the 
West side thereof about 13 ch. to a corner of Jacob Winans’ 
Jand, thence along his line South 80 deyrees West 2 ch and 94 
links to a rock, a corner of said Winans land; thence along said 
Winans line South 42 degrees West 16 eh. and to links to Tind 
late of Hezekiah Woodruff; thence with his ling South 73 degrees 
and 30 minutes East 4 ch. and 82 links to said Woodrufl's corner 
on the Bank of the River; thence down the River as the same 
runs to the place of Beginning, containing 48 acres of land.” 

Acknowledged by the Mortyagor before Lsaae Woodruff, 
Esq'r, and recorded same day, viz. September 6, 1790. 

Endorsed on satd Mortgage Book: 

Be it remembered that on the 19th day of June in the year 
of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety-three, 
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Apranwam Ciark, Fsq’r within named, produced in this office 
the original Mortgage here recorded, the same being fully can- 
celled. 

Aaron Ocpen, Clerk 


Tt would not be unreasonable to suppose that this 
tract of Jand ““whereon Aaron Clark resided”’ was the 
same land as that “lying adjoyning upon Raway 
River” which Judge Thomas Clark purchased from 
William Winans, were it not that another deed 
among the Essex County records mentions this tract 
as “land formerly conveyed by said David Ross to 
Abraham Clark.” A copy of the deed follows: 


November 1g, 1774. David Ross of Borough of Elizabeth in 
the province of New Jersey, Carpenter, and Hannah, his wife, 
to Jacob Winans of the same place, Yeoman; consideration y25 
pounds. 

Beginning at a dog-wood sapling on the edge of the bank of 
the Rahway River being a corner of land of John Williams, thence 
running along said Williams line south 41° 30’ west g ch. & 78 
hinks to a stone planted for a corner of John Wilhams and 
marked with the letters J. W. standing the nearest side of the 
road leading by John Williams house to the Raritan Road; 
thence along said road south 48° 25’ east 1g ch and 1g finks 
to a post standing in the southeast side of the Raritan Road at 
30 links southwest from the west corner of the house formerly 
a school house, which post is a corner of the land of Hezekiah 
Woodruff; thence along said Woodruff’s line south 45° 40" e: ast 
64 links to a post thence along said Woodrutf’s line North 46° 
East 1 chain to another corner of said Woodrutt’s land thence 
along said Woodruf's line as the fence now standeth south 74° 
east 20 ch and 36 links to a corner of land formerly conveyed 
by said David Ross f° AsravamM Crark thence along said 
Ciark’s line north 42° 30’ east 16 ch and to links to a rock for 
a corner; thence along said Crark’s line north 80° 30’ cast 2 ch 
and gq links... containing 140 acres. (Latter part of des- 
cription runs the Jand to Rahway river adjoining Barnett’s; Book 
L, page 872.) 
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According to family tradition, Aaron Clark “went 
West to the Ohio Territory about 1788."" The first 
document of record concerning Aaron Clark in the 
West is his entry in the first United States Census 
as a resident of Washington Country, Pennsylvania. 
“Aron Clark, head of family; 3 Junior males; 3 
females.” ‘The latter presumably are his wife Susan- 
nah and two infant daughters. ‘he census-taking 
wits not begun until August, 1799. 

Aaron Clark seems to have been a man of enor- 
mous vitality and with fighting blood. According to 
family tradition, his name was on the muster roll on 
the frontier after the war; at the camp, where soldiers 
delight in displaying feats of skill and strength, Cap- 
tain Aaron Clark would pick up the end of a heavy 
gun and turn it over, end over end, as fast as a man 
could walk. His companions were satisfied with 
lifting the heavy end of the big gun and letting It 
drop again on the ground. 

In the Pennsylvania Archives (Sixth Series, Vol- 
ume V, page sys) we find the following reference: 


“Aaron Ciarke, a private in the Washington County militia, 
received pay for 35 days service as a rifeman in the Third 
Company, belonging to the Fifth Battalion, of Washington 
County Militia, commanded by Cape. Arthur Seort, which com- 
pany was in the United States Service on the frontiers of Wash- 
ington County, Pennsylvania, by order of the country heurensanoe 
of said county, commencing August 25th and ending September 
ayth, 17y2.” “Aaron Crank, No. 54, on duty by Scudder Hart, 
September 2g, 17y2.” 


Among the old deeds on record in the Recorder's 
Office in Washington, Pennsylvania, are the follow- 
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June 28, 1791. George McCormack sold to Aaron Clarke, 
both residents of Washington county, Pennsylvania, a tract of 
Jand on Chartiers creek, at the point where the Mingo Path 
crosses Chartiers creek. The township is not given; considera- 
tion 145 pounds. (Book 1-J, page 146.) 

October 6, 1801. Aaron Clarke, and Susanna Clarke, his 
wife, of Washington county, sold to John Simon, a tract of land 
on Chartiers creek; township not given; consideration yoo. 

January 1g, 1808. Aaron Clark and Susannah Clark, his wife, 
of Washington county, sold to Robert Finley, a tract of 66 acres 
one rood and six perches on Chartiers creek, near Washington, 
Pennsylvania; consideration $463. (Book 1-U, page 193.) This 
tract of land was bought December 30, 1794, by Aaron Clark 
from Reason Pumphrey and Sophia, his wife. (Book 1-L, pave 
63.) 

September 20, 1809. Aaron Clark and Susannah Clark, his 
wife, of Washington county, sold to Joseph Wherry, 74 acres, 
38 perches in one tract, and 10 acres, three roods and 1¢ perches 
in another, located in Washington county; consideration $syo. 
(Book 1-V, page 319.) The exact location of this land is not 
given, but from the descriptions it must have been near the 
present site of the City of Washington, Pennsylvania. 

June 22, 1837. Josiah Clark, executor, sold to James Kelly 

172 acres. (Book 3-B, page 216.) 


When Aaron Clark determined to establish a home 
for his family in the “Ohio Territory,” he was no 
doubt somewhat influenced in his choice of a location 
by the accounts of General Washington's journey 
west in 178g. As early as 1767 Washington had 
taken fe a tract of about 3000 acres in Western 
Pennsylvania, on Chartiers Creek, southwest of 
Pittsburg. As a veteran of the French and Indian 
War Washington had filed on the land, had it sur- 
veyed and marked by blazed trees, and “improved” 
it by the building of a cabin. Subsequently Wash- 
ington secured for the land a patent which he sup- 
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posed made him its owner. But squatters entering 
that fertile territory had settled on his rich holdings 
on Chartiers Creek, and W ashington’s Virginia title 
was utterly disregarded on the Pennsylvania frontier. 
It required a decision of the Supreme Court (holding 
nisi prius Court at Washington, Pennsylvania, in 
October, 1786) to put George Washington in possess- 
sion of these lands in Western Pennsylvania which 
he held under military rights; and to enable him to 
dispossess the squatters. 

“faving found it indispensably necessary to visit 
my Landed property West of the Apalacheon Moun- 
tains,” wrote Washington in his diary, “f did, on the 
first day of this month [September, 1754], set out 
on my journey. 

With two companions and an “equipage” consist- 
ing of three servants and six horses, Washington made 
his long-planned trip from Mount Vernon to the 
Western frontier, going by way of the Potomac, 
Cumberland Pass, and Braddock’s Road to the 
Chartiers Creek Jands, and returning by the Monon- 
gahela River and Culpepper Court House. 

Immediately on his return from this strenuous 
journey, which occupied thirty-five days in the 
saddle, Washington outlined a plan for the commer- 
cial union of the Great Lakes and the “Ohio ‘Verri- 
tory’’—that is, the territory lying along the Ohio 
River and its tributaries in Ohio and Western Penn- 
sylvania—by way of the Monongahela and Potomac 
Rivers. Regardless of the interests of the Philadelphia 
merchants, W ashington favored the Monongahela- 
Potomac route as the most practicable between the 
Ohio ‘Territory and the Atlantic. It is to be deplored 
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that Washington’s plan of improving the Potomac, 
and connecting it by canals with the Ohio, was not 
carried out. Other interests prevailed rarher than 
Washington’s sole interest, which was the greatest 
good to ‘the greatest number, and the Western hegira 
from New Jersey and the New England States to ‘the 
Ohio took a more direct though much more difficult 
route. 

Chartiers Creek was spelled “Shurtees Creek” by 
Washington in his diary, from which we may con- 
clude that it was so pronounced by the people there 
at the time. The text of W ashington’ s diary of Sep- 
tember, 1784, is reproduced by Arthur B. Hulbert in 
his unique and interesting book, “W ashington and 
the West.’ 

A search among the old record books at the Court 
House in Warren, Trumbull County, Ohio, has re- 
vealed the fact that Aaron Clark and his family for a 
time resided at Youngstown; that Aaron Clark was 
engaged in business there, and operated mills located 
on a tract of 268 acres of land, which Aaron Clark 
sold in October, 1804, for the sum of $2,200. 

Youngstown, Ohio, is no longer in Trumbull 
County. Two wrher counties have been carved out 
of the original area of “Prumbuall, and Youngstown 
is now the county seat of Mahoning County. Youngs- 
town, on the Mahoning River, was not more than 
about sixty miles from Aaron’s lands on Chartiers 
Creek, in Pennsylvania. The location of Youngstown 
on the Mahoning River, a tributary of the Ohio, 
made it a place of easy access to the landowners near 
Washington and Pittsburg. Youngstown was on the 
direct route from East Jersey to the Ohio Territory. 
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Tt is not unlikely that Aaron Clark made the journey 
many times. 


A deed signed by Aaron Clark and Susanna Clark, 
wife of Aaron Clark, has been found among the old 
deed records of Trumbull County, Ohio. (Book A, 
page 169.) “August 27, 1803. Aaron Clark and 
Susanna his wife conveyed to William Rayen 22 
acres; S$ 2, T 2, R 4, part of lor No. 29." 

Another conveyance of land made by Aaron Clark 
is shown in the records of the Common Pleas Record 
Book (Vol. 3, page 126), Trumbull County Docket 
206, as follows: 


Iesvare of Aaron CLarK. 

March 23, 1814. Aaron Clark by Executor to Eli Baldwin 
(Vol, 227). 268 acres, Section 2, Township 2, Rane 4. 

Jostan Crark Ex’r of Aaron Ciark, dupe teil! To all people 
to whom these presents shall come, greetings: Whereas Aaron 
Clark, late of the County of Washington, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and formerly of Youngstown in the County of 
Trumbull and State of Ohio, deceased, in his lifetime, to wit: 
on the 4 day of October, 1804, entered Into articles of agreement 
with one John Beard then of the County of Beaver and Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania under the hands and seals of the said 
Aaron and said John, Whereby the said Aaron covenanted to 
sell to the said John 268 acres of land situated in said Younys- 
town, being the place whereon the said Aaron dwelt, together 
with the mills, houses and other appurtenances thereto belong- 
ing, for which the said John thereby covenanted to pay said 
Aaron the sum of £2,200 with interest thereon from the date of 
said articles annually, to be paid 3600 on the first day of March 
next and $93$.16 on Dec. 1, 1805; of the remainder being $6601.84, 
three years from date of said articles. And the suid) Aaron 
thereby covenanted with said John to make to the said John or 
his assigns a good and authentic deed of title to said land in fee 
simple as said John should have paid the first payments un said 
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Jand as in said articles specified and given said Aaron. satis- 
factory security for last payment; and whereas the said John 
Beard afterwards died without having performed said covenants 
on his part leaving his sons John and Hugh, and Samuel Adams, 
Fxecutors of his laste will and testament, and whereas the said 
Aaron Clark hath since died without having conveyed said 
lands to John Beard leaving his son Josiah Clark Fxeeurar, and 
also leaving minor heirs, and whereas the said Josiah Clark [ex'r 
of foresaid Aaron Clark at the last April term of the Conimon 
Pleas for said Trumbull County recovered judgement in said 
Court against the executors of said John Beard, deceased, tor 
the sum of $2467.84 damages and costs of said court, which 
sum of damages was on the 3 day of June, 1813, hy agreement 
of parties reduced to the sum of $1439.41 being the amount due 
on said articles of agreement on which judgement execution 
issued directed to the Sheriff of Said Trumbull County and was 
by him levied on all the right title claim: and interest which the 
sid Jolin Beard, deceased, had at the time of his death sold 
premises known as Mill loc co belt Baldwin of Boardman in said 
Trumbull County being particularly described as follows. 
(These records were burned in 18y5.) 


In 1807, the name of Aaron Clark again appears on 
the record books of Essex County, New Jersey. It 
was probably soon after the death of his mother, 
Sarah, the Signer’s widow, in 1804, that Aaron 
brought suit in the New Jersey Courts to determine 
the title to the lands which Judge Thomas Clark in 
his will, dated September to, 176s, had bequeathed 
to his two grandsons. “‘Uhere ts erie’ in the will of 
the Signer to ae that he considered as his own 
the lands which Aaron and ‘Thomas had inherited 
from their seinitéathen When Aaron (and probably 
Thomas) “went West’ after the war, there was 
apparently no thought in their minds of the Statute 
of Limitations, by the operation of which, auto- 
matically, their lands would be merged in the estate 
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of their father, and would, by the probate of his will, 
pass from the possession of themselves and their heirs 
forever. But that is what happened. 

The following decision of the New Jersey Court 
appears to have been based not at all on the merits 
of the case, nor on the intentions of the two testators, 
Judge Thomas Clark, and his son and executor, 
Abraham Clark. As a ruling on the Statute of Limi- 
tations the case is still cited in the New Jersey 
Courts. 


Essex Court, April, 1807. 

Den ex dem. Crakk against Lane [Lainc]. 

Possession of land by a father, and using it as his own, after his 
son arrives at full age, is adverse possession within the Statute 
of Limitations. 

The lessor of the plaintiff, Aaron Crark, claimed the pre- 
mises in question, under the will of his grandfather; the will 
devising the hand to Aaron Clark, described the dand thas: “All 
the land T purchased from Andrew Hampton, adjoining the lands 
of Terrnl.”) [rt turned out in evidence that the lands which old 
Tuomas Crark purchased from Hampton lay on both sides of a 
road; that part lay on the Southwest side of the road adjoining 
the lands of Terril; the remaining part lay on the Northwest 
side of the road, direetly opposite, adjoining orher lands of the 
said Thomas Crank; and that the residue of the lands he had 
given to AsRAHAM Chark, Hsq., his son, the father of Aaron; 
that on the death of old Thomas Clark, nearly forty years age, 
Angatas CLakk went immediately into possession of all the 
land; his son Aaron, the lessor of the plaintiff, being a minor 
about 19 or 20 years of age, living with his father; that on 
Aaron’s coming of age he sold the land on the southwest side 
of the road adjoining the land of Terril; that Abraham Clark, 
the father, kept possession of the land on the northeast side of 
the road, and treated it as his own; and at his death about 
twelve or thirteen years ago, devised it to his son Abraham, 
under whom the defendant holds. It was contended on the part 
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of the lessor of the plaintiff, Aaron Clark, that all the land 
which his eranthaahe purchased of Hampton was devised to 
him; that a road running through it separating one part from 
anather r, made no difference; that the word “all” denoted the 
intent of the testator to give him aff the land purchased from 
Hampton. 

Mr. M’Whorter and Mr. S. H. Williamson, the defendant’s 


counsel, moved for a nonsuit on two grounds. 


Ist. That on a fair construction of the words of the will, the 
land only on the side of the road adjoining the lands of Terri, 
could be intended to be devised to the lessor of the plaintiff (a 
question of intent.) 

and. That the action was barred by the Statute of Limita- 
tions, which as it is applied to this case was only twenty years, 
and that defendant and those under whom he claimed title, had 
been in the uninterrupted possession for nearly forty years. 

Mr. Ogden and Mr. Chetwood answered: That the possession 
of Abraham Clark, Esq., on the death of old Thomas Clark, he 
being the guardian of his son, must be considered in law as the 
possession of the lessor of the plaintiff, he being an infant living 
with his father; the father keeping possession after he became 
of aye, could not be construed as holding adversely, but must 
be viewed as holding by the consent and approbation of his 
son; and not tortiously, particularly as he had a lawful possession 
at the beginning; which lawful possession must be considered as 
continuing. 

J. Pennington held: 

It appears fully evident that Abraham Clark did not hold 
the land on the northeast side of the road as guardian of his 
sans bat tran the deach of his Cather, as his owas; he constdered 
it as not comprehended in the land devised to Aaron his son, 
but chat his farher’s will in that respect embraced only the lands 
on the southwest side of the road adjoining the land of Terril; 
he vceupied and in all respects treated the land in question as 
his own, and used it with the other part of his farm, to which 
it was adjoining, and finally devised it away at his death. I 
therefore consider the possession of Abraham Clark and those 
holding under him as adverse possession; this being upwards of 
thirty years uninterrupted, the defendant must be protected by 
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the Statute of Limitations. The case is too bald to admit of 
further litigation; the plaintiff must be called. 
Nonsuit. (New Jersey Law Reports, Vol. I, page 397.) 


It would be interesting to look over the original 
pleadings in the lower court in this case of Aaron 
Clark vs. Lane (or Laing), but no trace of them can 
be found. The references to Aaron’s s grandfather as 
“old Thomas Clark” would seem to indicate that in 
the original pleadings in the lower court Aaron in- 
cluded a statement of facts in regard to the strip of 
woodland lying on the Rahway ‘River which Judge 
Thomas Clark had left in his will to youug Thomas 
Clark, his other grandson. There has been no deed 
or other record found by which the location of this 
land may be determined. 

In recent times (from 1904 to 1911) Thomas A. 
Sperry, the trading-stamp millionaire, who died 
about 1g16, bought several of the big farms lying 
along both banks of the Rahway River in Union 
County (formerly Essex County), and merged the 
farms in a tract of about soo acres, where he con- 
ducted a stock farm. All of the old landmarks, such 
as houses, fences, and some of the roads, were ob- 
literated, and new fences and roads constructed by 
Sperry, which makes it almost impossible now to 
trace the old farm lines. We may never know the 
exact location of the lands “adjoyning upon Raway 
River,” which Judge Thomas Clark devised to his 
arandson Captain Thomas Clark; the old boundaries 
are completely effaced, and no deeds are of record to 
determine the locality of these lands by any survey 
or description. 

When the law-suit of Aaron Clark against Laing 
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was dismissed, the party then in adverse possession 
of Captain Thomas Clark’s land, under the same 
ruling, no doubt acquired title that may not now be 
questioned. 

Why the will of Abraham Clark (Signer) was not 
admitted to probate until January 18, 1800, more 
than five years after his death; and why Andrew 
Hetfield, one of the executors sarod } in the will, did 
not serve, are problems which have not yet been 
solved. Certain it is that the Signer, neither in his 
will nor in any other document, ever laid claim to the 
lands of Aaron and Thomas which they inherited 
from their grandfather. It would seem, however, 
that the heirs of Aaron and Thomas had lost their 
inheritance through the operation of the very laws 
designed to protect the minor, the innocent pur- 
chaser, the absentee land owner. 

In the Pennsylvania Archives (Vol. NAVI, page 
S44), among the Warrantees of land 1 in W ashington 
County, Pennsylvania, we find: “Thomas Clark 109 
acres Nov. 17, 1785.” Bur it is impossible to identity 
this Thomas Clark as the son of the Signer. Caprain 
Thomas Clark died in 1789. Diligent search has been 
made in ‘Trenton among the Essex County and 
Middlesex County records, brought there from Perth 
Amboy, Burlington, and other places where deeds 
and wills were recorded in the years after the Revo- 
lutionary War; but this search has failed to discover 
any will of Captain Thomas Clark. Nor is there any 
will of his on tile in Washington County, Pennsyl- 
vamia, although there is reason to believe that iG Het 
Thomas Clark ‘went West” with his brother Aaron 
after the War. 
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The Will of Aaron Clark is on file in Washington, 
Pennsylvania, dated i sch 4th, 1811; admitted to 
probate January 4th, 1812. | ‘ollowing i is a copy of 


the Will: 


In the Name of God Amen. T Aaron Ciark of the County 
of Washington in the State of Pennsylvania, being of sound 
mind and perfect memory do this fourth day of August in the 
year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred & cleven, make 
and ordain this to be my Jast Will and Testament in manner 
and form following viz: birst IT do order and direet that my 
Just debts & funeral expences be paid out of my movable estate 
Item L give unto my well beloved wife Susannan one feather 
bed & beding over and above her right of dower, Item | give 
unto my son Winans the whole of the money and other property 
L have let him have prior to this date and no more Trem | give 
unto my son Harrtent the whole of the money and other 
property I have let him have and the money I have paid: for 
him at sundry times Item [ give and devise unto my four 
daughters, Enizawern, Hannan, Antica & Svsannxan and to 
their heirs and assigns forever all the real property or estate I 
now hold in the County aforesaid, to be by them sold whenever 
a majority of them may think proper, and the money arising 
from such sale to be divided amongst them, after allowing the 
three last mentioned eighty dollars ‘each, out of the whole sum, 
to make them equal to my daughter Flizabeth and I do furshiwe 
order and direct that my two youngest daughters be raised and 
scholed out of my personal estate, Item [ vive devise and be- 
queath unto my son Jostan the remainder of my estate be It 
where ir may. And T do ordain and appoint my son Josiah & 
Matthew Dill Executors to this my last Will and Testament 
In Witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and seal the 
day and year first herein above written. And whereas my three 
sons Winans, Hatfeld & Josiah have wrought with and for me 
since they i" wwe been of age yet Iam well assured and can 
declare with certainty that ‘Tam not indebted to either of them 
in the least note the words either of was interlined before signing 

Aaron CLanrs 
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Signed, sealed, & delivered in the presence off Note I forgot to 
mention that my three youngest daughters are to have cach a 
bed and bedding and all the table DEIR no ce «nents beencda hes 

Signed sealed and executed in the presence of us John Afarchel 
Wm. Chapman Purnal Hickman 


January 4th, 1812, Letters Testamentary with Copy of Will 
and probate annexed were issued to Jostan Ciark, an [xecutor 
within named, who on same day was duly sworn. 


CoMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Wasuincron County, SS:— 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of the original last will and testament of Aaxox Car, 
deceased, as the same remains on file and is of record in Will 
Book, Volume 2, pitge 334, in the Register’s Office for the State 
and County aforesaid. 

In ‘Vestimony Whereof T have hereunto set my hand and 
afixed my official seal at Washington, Penn’a, this 3rd day of 
Nay, A. 1. ag22. 

Joun AtkEN 
Reyister. 


In Washington County, Pennsylvania, there 1s no 
trace of the grave of Captain Aaron Clark. The “Old 
Graveyard” in West Spruce Alley has been aban- 
doned for more than thirty years. A century ago the 
leading people of that day were interred tliere, and 
Ws the “New? W: ashington Cemetery was opened, 
In U8S4, a yreat many bodies were removed from the 
“Ole Graveyard” to the new cemetery. This con- 
tinued for several years. The “Old Graveyard” is 
now a playground on one side, and on the other side 
it is used as a dumping ground for that locality. 
Many of the old gravestones were carried away for 
pavements. When it was found by the leading citi- 
zens that nothing could be done to prevent the 
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desecration, a number of them got together and 
copied all the j inscriptions they could find, and these 
records of the “Old Graveyard” of Washington 
County are now preserved with the papers of the 
Washington County Historical Society. Among them 
may be found the following: 


“No, 74—Sacred to the memory of Susanna Crark, wife of 
Aaron Crark who departed this life April 26, 1821. Aged 63.” 


The name of Aaron Clark is not on the list, but it 
is supposed that he was buried in the same cemetery. 
About 1915, when the “Old Graveyard” was turned 
into a playground the borough engineer made a sur- 
vey and located each grave by exact measurements, 
so that it might be found at any future time. F. ‘eh 
headstone inscription then remaining was copied and 
numbered to correspond with its location on the 


Survey. The name of Susanna Clark is Number 74 
on this list. 


The latest document of record concerning Aaron 
Clark is dated June 22, 1837. His son, and executor, 
Josiah Clark, then a resident of Pope County, Arkan- 
sas, as executor of his father’s estate, sold 172 acres 
of land on Chartiers Creek, in Washington County, 
Pennsylvania; binds which had been purch: ised by 
Aaron Clark on December 30, 1794. ‘The deed reads 
as follows: 


Deed from Josiah Clark to James Kelly, Washington rap i 
Penn’a. Acknowledged June 22, 1837, Wettape John Birekhead at 
justice of the peace in Pope County, Arkansas. Recorded in 
W ashington County, Pennsylvania, April 19, 1843, In Deed Book 

3: B, page 216, 
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This Indenture made and entered into by and between 
Josian Crark and Exvizaneii Crark his wife of the County of 
Pope and State of Arkansas of the first part and James Kelley 
of the County of Washington and Stare of Pennsylvania of the 
second part, on the twenty-second day of June in the year of 
our Lord one thousand cight hundred and thirty-seven, Wit- 
nesseth, That for and in consideration of the sum of Two Thou- 
sand dollars good and Jawtul money of the United States to us 
in hand paid by the said James Kelley of the second part the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hy us of the first part, 

and him the said James Kelley of the second his heirs and 
assigns forever exonerated and discharged from any further 
payment thereof, do by these presents bargain and sell, convey 
and confirm unto the said James Kelley, his heirs and assigns 
furever, all our right title interest and Chain unto the following 
described tract or parcel of land to wit: Being and lying in the 
County of Washington and State of Pennsylvania containing 
about one hundred and Seventy-two acres more or less the same 
being bounded by land owned by the heirs of Thomas Stokley, 
deceased, and the heirs of Joseph Wherry, deceased, and the 
heirs of Robert Hamilton, deceased, and others, the said land 
lying on the waters of Chartiers Creek; it being a part of the 
original tract of land that Aron Clark purchased from Reason 
Pumphry and the same having descended to us as the heirs of 
suid Aron Clark, to have and to hold the said deseribed land 
tovether with the appurtenances thereunto belonging to his own 
use and benefit, and the said parties of the first part covenant 
and agree to and with the said James Kelley, the party of the 
second, that until the ensealing and acknowledging hereof, that 
they have never sold nor transferred their said interest in the 
above deseribed premises and they do further covenant and 
avree that they hereunto give and quitelaim to all and singular 
their interests in the above and foregoing described tract or 
parcel of land, as fully as is in them to transfer and the said 
Josiah Clark and Elizabeth his wife for themselves, their heirs 
and assigns do agree to warrant unto the said James Kelley, all 
their interest in and to the said deseribed tract or parcel of land 
for the Consideration above specified. 


In Testimony whereof we the said party of the first part, 
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have hereunto set our hands and seals this day and date first 
above written. 
Witnesses Present: 
W.S. H. Truett Jostan CLark 
Andrew Scott. nizaperH Clark 


Among the records of old deeds on file at Russell- 
ville, Pope County, Arkansas, are the following: 


March 18, 183s, Josiah Clark gave a Bill of Sale to Laban C, 
Howell, on a certain boiler and engine of a Mill that had burned 
in February of that year. 

August 7, 1836, Josiah Clark and Elizabeth his wife made a 
Warranty Deed to Gran. Hill Tuvantt to 46 acres of land. 

April 13, 1839, Josiah Clark and Elizabeth Clark made a 
Warranty Deed to one Bennett Hl. Martin—a piece of land 
containing 80 acres. 


List of the ten children of Hon. Abraham Clark 
and Sarah, his wife, copied June 28, 1922, from the 
Hatfield MS. in the possession of the New York 
Historical Society: 


. Aaron Clark. b. 1750; m. Susan, dau. of Benj. Winans. 

» Thomas Clark. b. 1753; m. & died Miay 13, 178g. 

» Abraham Clark. b. 1755, and died July 20, 1758. 

~ Ehannah Clark. b. - 

~ Andrew Clark. b, ——— 

6. Cavalier Clark. b. 1763, and died Nov. 4, 1764. 

. Sarah Clark. b. , and was married to Gen. Clarkson 
Edgar, 

8. Elizabeth Clark. b. , and died in her 14th year. 

g. Abigail Clark. b. 1773, and was married to Thomas Salter. 

10. Abraham Clark, 2nd. b. 1767; m. Dee. 2y, 1791, Lydia 

Griffith. 








a er a 
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In regard to the children of Abraham Clark, the 
Signer, 1t would seem as if the existence, identity, and 
names of eight have been established beyond any 
question. 

‘ive children were named by Abraham Clark in 
his will: Hannah Miller, Sarah Hdyar, Abigail Clark, 
Aaron Clark, and Dr. Abraham Clark. The graves 
of two sons are marked by tombstones still st: inding 
in the family plot in Rahway Cemetery: Caprain 
Thomas Clark, who died May 13, 10 the thirty- 
seventh year vif his age; and Cavalier, who died 
November 4, 1764, in his second year. 

“One of my younger children I have lost,” wrote 
Abraham Clark on October 26, 1776, in a letter to 
his friend Colonel Dayton. “inoe my return” (from 
Congress at Philadelphia) “I have been indisposed 
.. . itis the most sickly season | have ever known.” 
This child whom he had lost in 1776 was probably 
the daughter called Elizabeth in the Hatfield MS. 

In addition to these eight children, a son named 
“Abraham,” who died July 26, 1758, in his third 
year, is (nentioned 3 in the Hattield MS. Hts tomb- 
stone has probs ibly crumbled away. 

Also there is a tradition that one son “went Wesr” 
and was never heard of again, Was this the fitth 
child, called “Andrew” in the Tatheld MS.? 

In a letter dated November 24, 1779, the Signer, 
Abraham Clark, writing from Elizabethtown, ad- 
dressed Governor Livingston at Mount Holly, on the 
subject of “Trading with the Enemy.” At the end 
of the letter he saids 

“This will be delivered to your Excellency by my son.” [And 
in a postscript he added:] ‘Just upon concluding my letter I 
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received the enclosed paper, signed by Justice Miller and Mr. 
Marsh, sent to me to forward to your Excellency, as they knew 
my son was going to Mount Holly. 2. 2” 


This is one of the very few references to any mem- 
ber of his own family that we have found in Abraham 
Clark’s official letters; and in this letter it will be 
noticed that he does not mention the name of his 
son. Was it Captain Aaron? Was it Captain Thomas 
who was on furlough? Or was it the missing Andrew? 

There is a tradition that one of the sons of the 
Signer married in Philadelphia against the wishes of 
his father. Was this Andrew? ‘There is a tradition 
that one of the sons ‘went West and was never heard 
from.” Was this Andrew? 

Is there any other authority for a son called 
“Andrew” than the mention of his name on the list 
of Dr. Hatfield? The birth date of the Andrew Clark 
whose war record is furnished by the Adjutant 
General of New Jersey, with a memorandum of age 
and birthplace, would make it quite possible for him 
to have been the fifth child of the Signer. Is there 
any reason to believe that he was not? Vollowing is 


the War Record of Andrew Clark: 


Srare or New Jersey, 
Orrice oF tHE Apjuranr GeNxerat, TRENron. 

It is certified that the records of this office show that AnpREW 
Crark served as Private, Captain Thomas Mulford's Company, 
Colonel Samuel Potter’s First Regiment, Essex County New 
Jersey Militia, 17738; enlisted as Private, Captain Daniel Bald- 
win’s Company, Colonel Matthias Ogden’s First Regiment, New 
Jersey Continental Line, May 7, 1778, for nine months; joined 
the Regiment, May 30, 1778; promoted Sergeant, mustered as 
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Private, Artillery, in August; discharged March 1, 1779,—during 
the Revolutionary War, 

Born at Elizabethtown, Essex 
County, New Jersey. Age given 
as nineteen years in 1778, mak- 
ing birth year 1769. Described 
as being five feet eight inches in 
height, and as having dark com- 
plexton and blue eyes. 

I'reperick GILKyson 
The Adjutant General. 
Wark Derarraent. 
Tue Avjuranr Generat’s Orrice, 
Wasnincron, June 14, 1922 

There are no records on file in this office of Captain Mulford's 
1st Regiment, Mssex County, nor does it appear from the records 
of this offce that a man named Anprew Ciark served as a 
commissioned officer in the Wir of the Revolution, 

The records show, however, that one Andrew Clark served 
in that war as a private in Capt. Daniel Baldwin's Company, 
also designated Lieut. Colonel Brearley’s Company, ist New 
Jersey Regiment, commanded by Col. Matthias Ogden. He en- 
listed May 30, 1778, for nine months and was discharged March 
1, 1779. On the company muster rolls from June, 1778, to 
January, 1779, inclusive, he was reported “with the Artillery.” 

Roperr C. Davis, 
Acting The Adjutant General. 
Respectfully returned to Mrs. Jerome A. Hart, San Francisco. 


The third child of the Signer wis prob: thly a son 
culed Abraham, who died in his third or fourth yeur, 
on July 26, 1758. At the time when Dr. Hatfield was 
writing his MS. there was very probably still standing 
a tombstone which marked the grave of this child. 
But, if so, the stone has crumbled and disappeared, 

for now no trace of it remains. 
The headstone of little Cavalier, another son who 
died in infancy, still stands. It is probable that this 
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child was named for Cavalier Jouet, at one time a 
close friend and neighbor of the Abraham Clark 
family. Cavalier Jouet’s first wife was Abigail Hat- 
field. When she died, leaving four sons, Cavalier 
Jouet married Mary Hampton, daughter of Abraham 
Clark’s near neighbor, Jonathan Hampton. (On the 
authority of Rev. Wm. Hall in the New York 
“Genealogical and Biographical Record,” Vol. XIX, 
page 151.) 

Hannah, the eldest daughter of the Signer, married 
General Melyn Miller. There is no record of any 
child born to Hannah, and the exact date of her 
marriage is not known. On the deed record book of 
Essex County, August 16, 1786, appear the names 
of Melyn Miller and Mrs. Hannah Miller: 


Aug. 16, 1786. Melyn Miller of Elizabethtown and Hannah 
his wife conveyed to John Blanchard of same place, dwelling 
house and tract of land in Elizabethtown, beginning at N.W. 
corner of land of John Chetwood, Esq., th. S. 15 degrees I. 7 
chains to land of John DeHart, Isq., th. S. 58 degrees W. 3 ch 
& 52 links, th S. 65 degrees W. 8 ch 42 links to the road; th N 
24 degrees 40’ W. 4 ch 6 links to another road; th N 38 degrees 
W ich $5 links across said road to corner of Jand late of James 
Garthwaite dee’d; th N tr degrees go’ W 8 ch y4 links to John 
Stites land, th N 14 degrees 40’ Wor ch 88 links to John Hunts 

. containing at least 2134 acres. Consideration, Lsoo. 

Witnesses: Samuel Bonnell, Lewis Littrell. Acknowledged 19 
May, 179s, by Melyn Miller and Mrs. Hannah Miller, wife of 
Melyn Miller. (Book B, page 295.) 


March 20, 1786. Jeremiah Garthwaite of Elizabethtown and 
Elizabeth his wife to Melyn Miller of same place; tract where 
Garthwaite now lives, in Elizabethtown, beginning at N.W. 
corner of John Chetwood’s land, same as above. (Book B, page 
308.) 
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In 1784. Melyn Miller and Moses Miller to Joseph Sturges. 
(Book of Mortyages B, page 62.) 


May 3, 1857, in a deed to Robert Clark, Charity B. Clark 
(wife of Job Clark), daughter of John Mulford, conveyed the 
land which her father purchased from Hannah Miller in 1808; 
13 14/100 acres. (Union County Book of Deeds 1, page 217.) 
The original conveyance from Hannah Miller to John Mulford 
in 1808 does not appear of record. 


Sarah Edgar, the second daughter mentioned by 
Abraham Clark in his will, was married December 1, 
1792, to General Clarkson Edgar, of Woodbridge, 
New Jersey. They are said to have had a daughter, 
Henrietta. Their names appear frequently in the 
record books of Essex County. 


Clarkson Edgar was a grandson of Thomas Fdgar of Wood- 
bridge, who died in 1759, leaving three sons and one daughter. 
Wilham Edgar (third son of Thomas) was born in 1724; married 
Experience Clarkson March 31, 1751; he died in 1776, leaving 
seven children, one of whom was Clarkson Edgar. (New Jersey 
“Biographical Encyclopedia.”) 


May 5, 1806. Clarkson Edgar of the Township of Woodbridge, 
New Jersey, and Sarah Edgar, his wife, conveyed 15 4/10 acres 
to William Larng (the same purchaser who bought the homestead 
of Abraham Clark, the Signer, from Dr, Abraham Clark, May 8, 
180s); consideration, $093. ‘This was the land devised to his 
daughter, Sarah Edgar, by rhe will of her father, Abraham 
Clark, deceased. Witnesses, Moses Jaques and Thomas Salter. 
(Recorded May 28, 1813, in Book V, page 183.) 


January 11, 1796. Joseph Stanbery of Westheld and Susanna 
his wife, conveyed to Oliver Marten of Bridgetown, Middlesex 
County, New Jersey, a tract of land purchased by said Joseph 
Stanbery from Clarkson Edgar, March 14, 1778. (Book G, page 
392.) 
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In an advertisement for a lost horse, dated Trenton, October 
31, 1780, appeared the following: “Whoever takes up and de- 
livers the said horse to Mr. Bergen at Trenton, David Olsen at 
Princeton, or Major Clarkson Edgar at New Brunswick, shall be 
reasonably rewarded by Benjamin Manning.” (New Jersey 
Archives, Vul. V, page 82.) 


Abigail, the youngest child of Abraham Clark, was 
born in 1773, and died October 25, 1811, in her thirty- 
eighth year. On October 28, 1802, Abigail married 
Thomas Salter (1764-1853) of Elizabethtown, as his 
second wife. They had two children, one of whom 
died in the first year of his age, and this other, Louisa 
A. W. Salter, born in 1805, died unmarried after she 
had passed her seventy-fifth year. (Stillwell’s “Salter 
rosatE ” page 6.) The names of Theres and 
Abigail Salter appear on the deed record books as 
follows: 


June 4, 1807. Thomas Salter and Abigail his wife conveyed 
to Charles H. Hughes, yeoman, Consideration, $537.50; Lor. 3; 
14 and 4/10 acres, being said Abigail Salter’s share in land 
devised by Abraham Clark, Esq’r, deceased, to his three daugh- 
ters. (Book N, page 660.) 


May 2s, 1850. Charles H. Hughes conveyed same to Amos 
Clark, Jr., 14410 acres; consideration Z1e80. (Book Ko > 
pase 4Cy.) 


August 17, 1808. Thomas Eddy and Hannah, his wife, of 
the Borough of Elizabeth, conveyed lands to Thomas Salter, of 
the same place; consideration, $12,500. (Book O, page 17.) 


February 7, 1811. William Shute of Elizabethtown, merchant, 
and Ann, his He conveyed lands to Thomas Salter of the same 
place; considetarion, 2 $4,338.3722- (Bouk R, page 652.) 
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April 8, 1806. Paul Malherbe & Latvillerie his wife, con- 
sideration $10650; conveyed lands near Wheat Sheaf Tavern to 
Thomas Salter of Borough Elizabeth formerly of New York City, 
which John Terrill conveyed Sept. 13, 1798; land adjoining the 
road from Flizabeth to Philadelphia which was part of home- 
stead of Ephraim Terrill, deceased, devised to said John by his 
father; excepting four acres thereof which was devised to his 
daughter Mary Thomas; (which was conveyed to John by deed 
Sept. 15, 1795). Also excepting a parcel thereof which formerly 
belonged to Daniel Tooker, which was conveyed to John Terrill 
by Robinson Thomas July 4, 1793. Also that tract which 
Robinson Thomas and Eliza his wife conveyed to Malherbe 
March 11, 1799, which Ephraim Terrill formerly owned, (Book 
L, page 767.) 


Murch 23, 1811. Thomas Salter and Abby his wife, of Essex 
County, conveyed to Peter Kean... land purchased by 
Thomas Salter from Thomas Eddy, Esq’r, August 19, 1808; 
24 acres of land on Morris Turnpike. (Book 5, paue 156.) 


Dr. Abraham Clark, youngest son of the Signer, 
was born at Rahway, New Jersey, in October, 1767. 
He died July 27 (or 28), 1854, at Kindeshaok, New 
York, where he was buried. There is no yesored of 
any wall or administration of his estate. 

In a letter written by Dr. Abraham Clark, dated 
Kinderhook, New York, March 4, 1846, he says: 


“Retrospection carries me back to the early settlement of my 
own neighborhood, two and a half miles west of Elizabeth on 
the farm of my ancestors, now owned by others. My grand- 
father Thomas Clark was an alderman, a judge, and I beheve 
custodian of the king’s arms, as many muskets and cartouche 
boxes with the letters ‘G. R.’ on their covers reniained in the 
house until used by our patriots. He left one son Abraham, 
well-known as a Signer of the Declaration of Independence. On 
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our Western boundary was my great-uncle, Abraham Clark, 
called the ‘Captain of the Troop.” He left but one son, who died 
a bachelor. My grandfather had two brothers: Abraham men- 
tioned before; James, a highly respectable farmer in Union 
Township; and a sister Mrs. Day. These two last lived to a 
preat age.” 


Very shortly after the death of the Signer, the 
name of Doctor Abraham Clark appeared on the 
books of record in Essex County, New Jersey, as a 

“merchant of New York,” and various large sums of 
money were raised by mortgage on Jands formerly 
unincumbered. 


Vollowing are some of the records taken from the 
Essex County books of mortgages and deeds: 


September 28, 1795. All that dwelling house and land which 
the said Elias Boudinot lately purchased of Jonathan Dayton, 
Ksq’r, in which he lived and in which the said Elias now lives 
in Elizabethtown opposite Jonathan Morrell’s, and which the 
said Khas by deed of Indenture conveyed to the said Abraham 
Clark, which said premises with the appurtences are mortgaged 
by Abraham Clark of Elizabethtown, practitioner uf Physic, to 
Elias Houdinot, Esq'r, of the same place, Counsellor at law, 
for the payment of the sum of One Thousand and Vifty pounds 
current money of New York, agreeable to the conditions of the 
two several Bonds for that sum bearing the same date as the 
Mortgage, which is dated September 28, 1795, acknowledged 
hetore Joseph Pollard... 2 Mortgage cancelled March 31, 
1800. (Buok D, page 40.) 


August 4, 1801. Abraham Clark, Merchant of New York 
City, to John Grifhth and Nathaniel C. Gritith of New York 
City, and bonded to Elias Boudinot of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, In the further sum of $1200 to secure payment. Then 
follows a description of the home farm: “Said lands now in pos- 
session of Sarah Clark, widow of said Abraham Clark, the father 
and mother of aforesaid Abraham.” (Book I*, page 34.) 
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April 2, 1796. Dr. Abraham Clark and Lydia his wife exe- 
cuted a deed conveying to Joseph Wheaton and Sally Wheaton, 
of Westfield, the house and lot where Dr. Abraham Clark 
formerly lived, which he purchased from Jonathan Miller, 
Stephen Crane, and Joseph Meeker, on the road from Llizabeth- 
town to Westfield. (Book B, page 117.) 

April 9, 1792. Jonathan Miller and Jemima, his wife, of the 
Borough of Elizabeth, conveyed to Abraham Clark, Jun’r, of 
the same place; consideration C250; land ate of William Shot- 
well, on the road from Elizabeth to Springfield, 3 acres 10 rods. 
(Book D, page 238.) 


April 1, 1833. Dr. Abraham Clark and Lydia, his wife, who 
made their acknowledyments at Kinderhook, N. Y., conveyed 
two lots in Newark, New Jersey, to “Enoch Bolles of Town of 
New Ark”; consideration, 310.000, (Bouk M, 3, page 465.) 


A description of the Abraham Clark home farm by 
metes and bounds is contained in the executor’s deed 
of sale, dated March 8, 1805, and recorded in Book 
Kk, page 39, as follows: 


March 8, 1805. Dr. Abraham Clark of Newark and Lydia 
his wife to William Laing, Yeoman, Township of Woodbridge; 
consideration, 1<y8 pounds 8 shillings & g pence current money 
of N.Y, 

Abraham Clark (the Signer) is will dated May 15, 1793, 
devised to same the above Abraham, on easterly side of road 
from Wheat Sheat ‘Tavern, the plantagon of said Abraham 
Clark, deed, including the Dwelling 35 acres and 14 sq. rds. 
Beyinning at White Oak Tree Stump standing on East side of 
said road, running as the compass now points along said road 
N 45° W 3 ch & 621 to the southernmost corner of land formerly 
belonging to Lewis Mulford, dee’d, now belonging to John 
Dellart; thence with said DeHart’s line N 64° go’ F7 ch & 
sy 1 to ithe of land formerly belonging to Jonathan Hampton, 
Iesq., dec’d, now belonging to said John DeHart; thence with 
sitid DeHart’s line S 21° 11’ E ty ch & go} to where formerly 
stood a maple tree, being southw'ly corner of said DeHart's 
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land; thence with the said DeHart’s line N 84° 40’ E 3 ch & 
10 | to the N.W. corner of land formerly belonging to Ephraim 
Terrill Esq., dee’d, now belonging to Monsieur Malherbe; 
thence with his line S, 10° go’ EK. 5 ch & 5 | to the southeastern- 
most corner of the hereby granted tract; thence with said 
Malherbe’s line S 48" 20' W 10 ch 66 |, thence along said Mal- 
herbe’s line S 85° 11’ W 5 ch yol to said Malherbe's northwest 
corner by the aforesaid road on east side thereof, it being also 
a corner of the hereby granted tract, thence north westerly & 
northerly along the easterly edge of said road as it runs, to the 
beginning. 

and tract: adjoining the westernmost side of said road op- 
posite the first tract above described 14 acres 15 sq. rds, be- 
ginning at the intersection of the road leading to Bound Brook 
with the first road above mentioned, running with the north 
east edge of said Bound Brook road 60° 20’ west 17 ch to a stake 
for the southernmost corner of a tract of land which Abraham 
Clark Fsq., dee’d, in his will devised to his three daughters 
Hannah Miller, Sarah Edgar, and Abigail Clark, thence along 
their line. 

Also salt meadow in Rahway meadow ¢§!% acres Bounded 
north west by ditch south west by land formerly Ross’s; on 
other sides by the Creek that runs from the Southerly side of 
Dr. Isaac Morse’s plantation (formerly plantation of Joseph 
Morse, dee’d,) into Piles Creek, being same meadow conveyed 
to said Abraham Clark, Fsq., by Samuel Ross Jun’r February 
20, 1767. 


September, 1805. Dr. Abraham Clark, acting executor of 
Abraham Clark, Msy., deceased, was discharged. (Book A, 
page 451.) 


In the reminiscences of Thomas M. Burt, repro- 
duced in “A History of Old Ninderhook”’ by the 
Rev. Edward Collier, D.D. (page 492), Mr. Burt says: 

“T spent a part of my leisure time with a boy of my own age 


whose uncle hid a shoe-store near us. This store was then the 
rendezvous of a coterie of venerable gentlemen. Hon, Irancis 
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Silvester, who represented the district in the first Congress 
(178y-’g1), was one of these ancients; Dr. Abraham Clark, 
father-in-law of Dr. Beekman, our village capitalist; Mr. Edgar 
Laing, a retired New York merchant; Mr. James Shaw, once 
Sheriff of New York; and Dr, John M. Pruyn, the younyest of 
the group. Every afternoon these gentlemen met for gossip. 
They were all Whigs in politics, and their stately greeting as they 
rose from their chairs, doffed their hats, and courteously bowed 
when the ex-President rode by, as he often did, was a tine 
exhibition of respect for an ex-official, and a protest against 
his Democratic creed.” 


The ex-President referred to was probably Martin 
Van Buren, who, on his retirement from public life, 
lived for a number of years at Kinderhook, and died 
there in 1862. 

The following account of the life of Dr. Abraham 
Clark is given in the New Jersey “Biographical 
Encyclopedia” (Galaxy Publishing Company, Phila- 
delphia, 1876): 


“After studying medicine under the preceptorship of Dr. 
John Griffith (afterward his father-in-law), Dr. Clark graduated 
in the University of Pennsylvania, under Protessors Shippen, 
Wistar, and Rush, and subsequently was one of the oriyinal 
eleven who formed the District Medical Society of the County 
of Essex. He practiced medicine first in Elizabeth; thence re- 
moved to New York; and finally seteled in] Newark, where he 
practiced medicine until rsgo, when he retired from business 
and removed to Kinderhook. There he lived at the home of his 
daughter until his death. fle remembered vividly the shifts of 
his family during the war, to avoid the pursuit of the enemy 
and the destruction of their homesteads and two of his older 
brothers were in the revolutionary service and eventually became 
prisoners of war—one in the New York Sugar House, the 
other in the Prison-ship Jersey... Dr. J. H. Clark says: 
‘He was a man of medium height, slender, of nervous manner, 
scrupulously neat in his attire, and always gentlemanly in his 
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manners. He wore invariably a light-colored cloth freck-coat 
and a ruffed shirt. In his latrer days in Newark he was in- 
variably followed by a small black and white spaniel.’ 


It was on December 29, 1791, that Dr. Abraham 
Clark married Lydia, daughter of Dr. John Gritith 
of Newark. They had one daughter, Eliza, born 
December, 1792, who married, as his second wife, 
Dr. John Pruyn Beekman. [liza died November 17, 
1875. The genealogy of the Pruyn family may be 
found in Volume XIX of the New York “Genea- 
logical and Biographical Record.” 


dr. John P. Beckman (1788-1861) practiced medicine for 
about twenty years only. He was a director of the first bank 
in Kinderhook, established in 1838. He died October 16, 1861, 
and was buried at Kinderhook, He left two children, Catherine 
Beekman and Anna Rosalie Beekman; a widow, Eliza (Clark); 
and a brother Thomas Beekman, residing in Ulster County, 
New York. In 1884, the two grand-daughters of Dr. Abraham 
Clark, Catherine and Anna Rosalie, lived ar 264 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City. Catherine Beekman, born in 1822, died un- 
marricd. Her will was admitted to probate January 23, ry. 
Anna Rosalie Beekman, born in 1824, died unmiurried, October 
s, 1yo8. Her will disposing of about $44,009 mm cash lewacies, 
and the remainder to charities, was admitted to probate March 
4, 1429. 


This was the end of the line of Dr. Abraham Clark, 
youngest son of the Signer. 
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Ancient Wills and Records of Richard Clark 
and Certain Other Members of the Abraham 
Clark Tamily and Their Connections. 


O THE descendants of the old New Jersey 

families it is natural that the ancient wills of 
their ancestors should prove of absorbing interest. 
Relationships are set forth; intermarriages between 
families are made known; children and grandchildren 
are enumerated even to the third and fourth genera- 
tion; boundaries of lands are defined; ancient feuds 
are hinted at; neighbors are named; inventories give 
an intimate glimpse into the life of the family. 

But not alone to their descendants have the 
ancient wills of the New Jersey worthies proved 
absorbing. The quaint language interests the casual 
reader; the strange point of view from which the 
testator often regards his heirs sheds a curious light 
on human nature; the intrinsic oddities of the faded 
parchments repay one for the reading. In short, 
these venerable testaments give much food for 
thought. 

Richard Clark, who came from Southold, Long 
Island, to Elizabethtown about 1678, was the first 
of Abraham Clark’s ancestors who settled in New 
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Jersey. His will, dated April 1, 1697, was admitted 
to probate in the City of New York April 1s, and 


recorded in Essex County, New Jersey, May 3, 


1697. (Deed Book F, page 281.) It is reproduced 
here in the quaint English diction of William and 
Mary’s and Queen Anne’s time, and with the Latin 
phrases and circumlocutions then customary in testa- 
mentary documents: 


In the Name of God Amen, I Ricuarp Crarke of Flizabeth 
Towne In Last Jersey being verry Sick & weake but of perfect 
Memory do make & ordaine this to bee my Last Will & Testament 
In manner & forme followeing, 

First I give & bequeath my precious Soule to God which gave 
it, And my body to the Marth to bee buried In A Decent Manner, 

Secondly I give & bequeath to my deare & Loveing wife 
E1izaserh Crarke all & singular my moveable Estate for her 
to dispose of as she shall think fite, thirdly I give & bequeath to 
my Eldest Sone Richarp Charke the towne Lott of Land 
Adjoyning to the Dwelling house he now lives In containing 
Eight Acres more or less, he paying In consideration thereof to 
my Son Joun Crarke the Sume of five pounds Currant monie 
to bee payd by my Sone Richard or his Assignee after my 
Decease within two Months—Next [ give & bequeath to my 
sayd Sone Rictarp Crarke the one halfe of A purcel of Land 
Lying Situate & Adjoyning to the wood Land of John Little the 
whole containing twenty Acres more or Less,— 

Next [ vive & bequeath to my Seven Sons (viz) Ricwarp 
Ciara, Joun Chakke, Josta Charke, Samunit Charge, 
Ereuram Crarke, Thomas CLarke, & Bexyamin Ciarkg, All 
& singular A parcell of Land containing one hundred fifty two 
Acres more or Less, bounded East by John Toe, South by James 
Haines, South East by Charles Tucker and other parts to Land 
unsurveyed to bee Equally Divided amongst my Seven Sonns 
aforesayd share & share alike. 

Item I give & bequeath to my Sone RicHarpo CLarkeE six 
Acres of meadow Land Lyeing in the Towne Creek as Also six 
Acres more in the great meadow. 
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Item I also give & Confirme to my Sone Joun C1arke the 
sayd parcell of Land for which I have given him A deed of gift, 
Also two Acres of meadow Lying In Staffills Creeke 

Item I give & bequeath to my Sonns Joshua & Ephraim 
Clarke the Lott of Land formerly called or knowen by the Name 
of Aaron Lott on which Joshuas house Now stands to bee De- 
vided Equally betweene them both, Joshua haveing his halfe on 
that side the Lott on which his house now stands. 

Item I give & bequeath to my foure sonns (viz) JosHua 
Crarke, Krpnraim Crarxe, THomas Crarke & Benjamin 
Crarke A Certaine parcell of Land Comonly knowen or called 
by ye Name of ye blind Ridge containing Eightie five Acres 
more or Less, to bee Equally Devided Amongst my said foure 
Sonns share & share alike. 

Item I give & bequeath to my Sonns Tuomas Ciarke & 
Benjamin Ciarke A Certaine piece of meadow Land on Wood- 
roffs Creeke Adjoyning to Henry Norris Land to bee Equally 
devided Amongst them both. 

Item I give & bequeath to my Sonns Josuua Criarke & 
Samue. Crarke A Certaine peice of meadow Land Lyiny on 
the South side of Coll Townlys meadow, As Also foure Acres of 
meadow Land Lyeing In Stoftils Creeke to bee Equally devided 
amongst them both, 

Item 1 give & bequeath to my Sonn Eruraim Cirarke two 
Acres of meadow Lyeing In the sayd Crecke. 

[tem I give & bequeath to my Sonn THomas CLarke A Cer- 
taine Lott of Land Comonly knowne or called by ye Name of 
Curwithee Lott as also part of ye Lott of Land Called Roger 
Lott, beginning at ye upper End Joyning to George Ross & to 
End at ye Corner of ye Lott on which my dwelling house now 
stands | also give & bequeath to my said Sonn Tuomas A 
Certaine peice of meadow Land Lying on Raway Meadow by 
ye great River. 

Item I give & bequeath to my Sonn Benjamin Ciarke the 
Dwelling house with ye barne orchard Stables &c: In which I 
now Live As Also ye ground thereunto belonging Comonly 
Called or known by ye Name of Grays poynte, as Also ye other 
part of Rodger Lott, And Also a certaine peice of meadow con- 
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taining six Acres more or less Adjoyning to Joseph Willson & 
George Ross & on ye great River. 

Item | give & bequeath to my Sonn Samuet CharkE ye 
other half of that Land Lying Near & Adjoyning to John Littles 
Land ye whole containing twenty Acres more or Less ye other 
half of which T have given to my Sonn Richarp before men- 

tioned 

[tem I give & bequeath to my Sonn Samuete Crarke A 
Certaine peice of ground Adjoyning to Daniel Ross on ye west 
side & my Sonn Ricuarv to ye Mastward & on ye South to ye 
highway. 

Item Whereas I gave & bequeathed to my foure Sonns (as 
before is mentioned) JosHua Charke, Krnraim CLarke, 
Tuomas Crarke & Benjamin Charge, ye certaine peice of 
Land Commonly known or called by ye Name of ye Blind 
Ridge to be Equally shared amongst them foure, my will is now 
that my Sonn Samvuet have an Equall part of ye said Blind 
Ridge, And that ye same be divided into five parts to be divided 
amongst my said five Sonns JosHua Eepuraim, Thomas, Bex- 
jamin & Samuer share & share alike. 

Item [make confirme & Appoint my true & loveing wife 
FiuizaperH Ciarke and my Eldest Sonn Ricnarp to be lxecu- 
trix & Executor of this my Lase will & Testament, And whereas 
my Sonns Tuomas & Benyamin Crarke are both under age In 
case they should Dye or Either of them before they arrive to 
ye Age of one & twenty years my will & intent is that his or their 
proportion of ye before mentioned Estate be Mqually divided 
amongst ye surviveing brothers. 

I doe hereby Ratyhe & Allow this to be my Last Will and 
Testament, Revokeing & Dissannulling All former Wills by me 
made. In witness whereof IT have hereunto sett my hand & 
Afixt my Seale this first day of Aprill In the yeare of Christ 
one thousand six hundred Ninety & Seven. 


Ricnarp CLarke 
Siyned Sealed & Delivered 
In the presence of us 
Wittiam JANEWAY 
Joun GLAsBROOKE 
Mary Baker 
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Tit the old part of Rahway Cemetery, an St. Gearse’s dovitine, 
facing east, stand the headstones marking the graces ut brabus 
Clark and Sarah, his wife —facing the highway where the tude of 
traffic between New Vork and Philadelphia whirls bx snecasiisiy 
a after day. 

Lately the headstones have been st aightened to permit uf i x 
base being placed under them. Thr ough atore than a evitury anid 
quarter of winter snows and summer suns the odd red catttahs 
monuments have stoad, their quaint inscriptions still gurte lex 
thout nine feet east af the Signer’s headstowe stands, i | 
dition, the anctent headstane aver the race af his father, — 
Thomas Clark, who died September 1, 1705. Lit the same 
southicard, following a vacaut space where dowbtless stood other 
monuments lone stuce crumbled and fallen, are the heuctitotes ot 
“Cavalier, ve son af Abraham and Sarah junrs,” and ot Cu piety 
Thraham Clark, the Signer’s uncle, “who departed thts lite Sept 
20th, 1705, in the O3rd ear af his age. 

Neh of the old cedar tree, tu the same vos with thy Mead teites 
af. Thraham and Sarah, stands the monument of therr Wath WET TE 

“Tn memory uf Capt. Thomas Clark soho died Max the 1 3t 
iu the gpthe wear of has sige” 



















ABRAHAM CLARK 


Crrry or New Yorke ss 

To All to whome these presents shall come or may In any 
wise concerne, William Merrett Esqr Mayor of the Citty of New 
Yorke Sendeth Greeting Know yee that on ye day of ye date 
hereof personally came before me William Janeway John Glas- 
brooke & Mary Baker persons unto me well known & worthy of 
good faith & Credit who being all Sworne upon ye holy Evan- 
gelists of Almighty God Did Solemnly Depose Declare & Te stifie 
that they saw Riciarb Crarke sign Seale Deliver & publish the 
Annexed will as his list Will & Testament And that at ye same 
time he was of sound & perfect minde & memory to ye best of 
their knowledge and understanding, 

In ‘Testimony of the truth whereof J have hereunto subscribed 
my Name & caused the Seale of the said Citty to be Atfixed this 
fifteenth day of April In the year of our Lord one thousand six 
hundred & ninety Seven Annog. Reen. Reg. Will. tertiit Nune 
Any] &c Nono. 

Winiam Merrerr 

Per order of the Mayor 

William Sharpas, Clk 


To all Xtian People to whom these presents shall come or 
He these present Letrers Testimonial shall or may concerne 

¢ Governour and Proprietors of ye Province of East New Jersey 
send Greeting. Know Ye that ye Last Will & testament of 
Ricuarp Crarke late of Elizabeth Towne In ye County of 
Essex deceased and hereunto Annexed was tendered proved & 
approved And the said Rienarp Crarke having whilst he hved 
Divers goods & Chatcels to be Administered of within ye said 
Province, And ye Right of Disposition & granting ye Adminis- 
tration thereof belonging unto us 

Now further Know Ye thar we Have Admitted, and by these 
presents Do Admit the Administration of AILS singular ye goods 
Chattells & Credits of ye said Ricrarp Crarke Deceased unto 
Flizabeth Clarke & Richard Clarke Executrix & Executor In ye 
Above Last Will & testament therein Named truly & faithfully 
to Administer of the same, And a full true & perfect Inventory 
and Appraizement of All & singular ye goods Chattells & Creditts 
of ye sayd Deceased to make & ye same to Exhibit Into our 
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Secretarys office of ye said Province on or before ye third Day 
of November Next Ensueing And Also Administer thereof Ac- 
cording to Law. And further do make or cause to be made a 
true & Just Accent of their said Administration on or before ye 
fourth day of May which shall be In ye year of our Lord 168. 

Given under ye seale of ye said Province ye third day of 
May Anno Domini 1697. In ye Ninth year of ve Raigne of our 
soveraigne Lord William ye Third over Engl: ind, King. 

Asp: Haminron 


The inventory of Richard Clark’s estate was taken 
and an appraisement made by Jonathan Ogden and 
Andrew Hampton. Among the items w hich went ro 
make up the “sume totall” of £159 5s 12d were the 
following: 
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Thomas Clark of Elizabethtown, yeoman, the 
Signer’s grandfather, sixth son of Richnid Clark, died 
at the age of about thirty-two years. His will was 
admitted to probate August 22,1711. Copied by the 
Secretary of State’s office from Voluine 5 of Unre- 


corded Wills, page 114, it reads as follows: 


In ye Name of God Amen ye Eighth Day of January In ye 
Eighth year of ye Reign of our Soveraign Lady Anne. By ye 
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Grace of God Queen of Great Brittaine. Anno Domini one 
thousand seven hundred and nine (alias) one thousand seven 
hundred and ten, | Tuomas Crarke of Elizabeth Town in ye 

County of Issex , eed Province of New Jersey yeoman, being 
Sick, and weak in body, but of sound and perfect Memary, 
ghatikes be te Almighty God therefor do make this my last Will 
and Testament In manner and form following: That is to say 


Kirst I give and bequeathe my soul and spirit to Almighty 
God who Gave it, and my Body to ye Dust from whence it was 
taken, to Receive a Decent Christian Burial, and as Touching 
ye Hiendhuving of that worldly and Temporall lstate, W'eh it 
has pleased God to bestow upon me, P Dispose of ye same as 
followeth., That ts to say 


lirst T will that all such Debts as I shall Justly owe at my 
Decease, shall be well and Trucly paid out of my Moveuble 
Estate. 

Item I Give and Bequeathe unto my Very Loving and Dearly 
Beloved wife Hannan all my whole Moveable Esti ae of what 
Nature or kinds, or In whose hands, Custody, or possession 
soever ye same, or any part thereof at my Decease bc: or shall 
be found, To have, and to hold ye same moveable state unto 
ye said Hannan my wile, forever. 

And Touching ye Disposition of my Lands, Tenements, and 
hereditaments, [ Give, Grant, Devise, and bequeathe thereof, 
and therefore in such manner and forme as followeth, that is to 
suy, 

First I Give, Grant, Devise, and Bequeathe unto my Eldest 
sonn, Tomas Charakr, my new Dwelling House & Barne and 
homested of Land to ye same belonging, containing ‘Twenty 
three acres of Land, more or less (and adjoining to ye farm 
Land of Andrew Hamton in Elizabeth Town aforesd) To have 
and to hold ye said house, barne, & Homested of Land with all 
manner of Liberties, Priviledges, and advantages thereunto be- 
longing, with their, and every of their appurtenances unto him 
ye said Thomas Clarke my sonn, his heirs and assigns forever, 
To his and their proper use aves and behoof forever, he ye 
said Thomas Clarke paying ye Sum of Ten pounds Curr’t Money 
or equivalent to my youngest son Daniel Clarke. 
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Item I Give, Grant, Devise, and bequeathe unto Apranam 
C1iarke, my second sonn, all that my Tract of Land (adjoining 
to ye Lands of Richard Clarke and Benjamin Clarke) Contain- 
ing fifty acres of land, be it more or less whereof my two ficlds 
are a part, ‘To have and ‘To hold ve said ‘Trace of Land, with 
all manner of Liberties Priviledges & Advantages thereunto be- 
longing, with their and Every of their appurtenances unto him 
ye said Abraham Clarke my sonn, his heirs and assizns furever, 
to his and their only proper use, benefit, and behoof furever, he 
ye said Abraham Clarke, paying unto James Clarke my third 
sunn, ye sum of five pounds Curr't Money or Equivalent. 

Item I] Give, Grant, Devise, and bequeathe unto James 
Crarke, my third sonn, all my meadows that are lying and 
being anywhere or whereseever, in Blizahethtown Rahway 
Meadows, ‘To have and to hold the same Meadows, with all 
manner of Liberties, Priviledyes and advantives thereunto be- 
longing, with their, and Every of their appurtenances unto him 
yes said James Clarke my sonn, his heirs and assigns forever. 

Jtem | Give, Grant, Devise, and bequeathe unto Danier 
CiakkE my youngest sonn, all my meadowes that are Lying 
and being anywhere, or behest in Elizabeth Vowne Greac 
Meadows, To have and To hold ye same Meadows, with atl 
manner of Liberties priviledges and advantayes shiskeuteos he- 
longing, with their and Every of their appurtenances unto him 
ye suid Daniel Clarke my sonn his heirs and assigns forever, to 
his and their only proper use, Benefit, and behoof forever. Pro- 
vided alwayes neverthelesse, & it is ye true Entent and meaning 
of these presents, and my will is hereby further Declared to be, 
that if any of my sonns above mentioned shall happen ta Dye 
without Issue of their bodys hiwtully begotten, Phat then, and 
In Such Case his, parc of my estate of lnkuvigaace (as above 
Devised) So hapning to dye without such issue as aforesd shall 
fall and Revert to his next Surviving brother, In ye same manner 
as Devised and bequeathed to lim (So Dyin as afuresd) in 
this my Jase will and Testament, as above and that then also his 
pirt So Surviving as aforesd shall Return and fallin like manner 
to his next surviving Brother, And So of all ye devises as above 
made, anything in these presents Contained, to ye Contrary 
thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 
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Item I make, and Ordain My Dearly beloved wife Hannah 
and my Very trusty friend Andrew Hamton, to be the Executrix, 
and Iexecutor of this my last will and Testament. And 1 Do 
hereby Revoke and utterly make void all former Wills and 
Testaments by me in any wise heretofore made and Declared. 
And I do Now Declare this to he my lase will and ‘Testament. 

In Witness whereof Tye said Thomas Clarke have hereunto 
set my hand and seal ye Day and Year first herein above written. 


Signed and Sealed, published his 
and Declared by ye Tes- Thomas X Charke 
tator to be his last will & marke 


Testament In the presence 
of us Witnesses 
Samurne WurreHEaD 
[sane Bonwenn 
Jexesianu Bus 


Memorandum that on ye 22 day of August Anno Domini 
ITIL ut E liz:town in ye County of Essex in ye Province of New 
Jersey; Sam'] Whitchead Isaac Bunnell & Jeremiah Bun ve three 
hereunto subscribing witnesses came before me Thomas Gordon 
Surrogate appointed for taking ye probate of wills Ne and being 
solemnly sworn upon ye holy Evangelists of Almighty God Did 
Declare that they & e tach of them saw ye above named ‘Pestator 
Thomas Clark Sign, Seale publish & declare ye above written 
Instrument to be ie Last Will and Testament and that at the 
time he was of sound mind & perfect memory tu the best of 
their understanding, 

Aust the 22 Anne Domini itit Hannah Clarke & Andrew 
Hameon Extors of ye above last will & Testament of Thomits 
Clarke came before me ‘Vhomas Gordon Surrogate appointed for 
taking ye probate of Wills and took their oaths as lese’rs thereof. 

Jurat Anno Ee die Supra de Coram me 

Trostas Gorpox. 


Captain Abraham Clark, uncle of the Signer, died 
intestate. [lis widow Sapah resigned her right of 
administration to Benjamin Marsh, who was the 
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husband of Phebe, daughter of James Clark. The 
estate of Captain Abenlvain Clark was not small, as 
the bond was fixed at L500. Abraham Clark, the 
Signer, appeared as witness on October 19, 1765, 
when the renunciation of the widow Sarah was filed, 
and Benjamin Marsh qualified as administtator, 
(Recorded in Liber H, pages §40 and 480.) No in- 
ventory of the estate of Captain Abraham Clark can 
now be found. The renunciation of Sarah reads as 
follows: 


To THE SECRETARY OF THE Province or New Jersey or 
His Derury, ar Perry Amnoy: 

Sir: As my husband Apranam Crark late of Elizabeth 
Town deceased died intestate, the Right of Administration I 
am advised belongs to me, which for Sundry reasons I have, and 
Do hereby resign to Benjamin Marsh of sd Elizabeth Town and 
desire that Letters may be granted him for that purpose. 

Witness my hand at Elizabeth Town this rgth day of October 
1765. 


Signed by SaraH Crark her 
widow of Anranam CLARK Saran X ChLark 
in the presence of Mark 


Abra CLARK 


The will of Ezekiel Clark, leaving £30 to his niece, 
Sarah Clark Morse, wife of Andrew Elston of Rah- 
way, and the remainder of his estate to her children 
and to the children of his sister, Zepporah Scudder, 
was proved April 14, 1792. The land of [£zekiel 
Clark, lying west of the Abraham Clark home plan- 
tation, is mentioned in the Signer’s will. 

Sarah Clark (sister of E zekiel Clark) married Amos 
Morse July 17, 1765. She died May 2, 1766, leaving 
a daughter, Sarah Clark Morse, who married Andrew 
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Elston of Rahway, May 30, 1781. Amos Morse mar- 
ried as his second wife, December 21, 1766, Susannah 
Winans, daughter of Jacob. The inscriptions on their 
tombstones, which are in Rahway Cemetery next 
adjoining the grave of Captain Abraham Clark on 
the north, read as follows: 


Sarah wife af Amos Morse, jun., d. May 2, 1766; age 2}. 
sImos Morse, I:sq., d. Sept. 2, 1824; age 82. 
Susanna, relict of mos Morse, Esq., d. Nov, 18, 1829; age 90. 


The children of James Clark (whose will was drawn 
in April, 1796, and proved December 6, 1796) evi- 
dently did not agree in regard to the adinnistvarian 
of his estate. In the Orphan’s Court records for the ~ 
Spring term of 1800 (Book A, pages 194, 205), in the 
suit of Samuel Meeker and Mary his wife os. John 
Clark and Noah Clark, executors of James Clark, the 
Court ordered an accounting within thirty days. The 
case was continued in the Supreme Court of New 
Jersey after the death of Noah Clark. Following is 
the text of James Clark’s will: 


In the Name of God Amen, the Seventh Day of April in the 
year of our Lord one thousand Seven Hundred & ninety Six I 
James Crark of the County of Essex in the State of New Jersey, 
Yeoman, being in a Pretty Good State of Health, and in my 
right sound mind & disposing memory, Thanks Be Given unto 
God for the same and Calling to mind and Duly Considering 
the Mortality of my Body And Knowing that it is appointed 
for Man once to Die, and the time when very uncertain, Do 
make this my Last Will & Testament. Principally & first of all, 
I give & Recommend my Soul unto the Hands of God who 
Gave it. My Body I Commit to the Earth, to be Buried in a 
Christian like and Decent Manner at the Discretion of my 
Executors. And as touching such worldly Estate Wherewith it 
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hath pleased God to bless me in this Life, I Give, Devise & 
Dispose of in the following Manner Viz: 


First 1 order that all my Just Debts and funeral Expences 
be paid out of my Moveable Estate, Then I Give, Devise & 
Bequeath to my son Noaw Crakk, to him his Heirs & Assigns 
forever the following Parcels or Tracts of Lands with the Tene- 
ments and Appurtenances, thereunto belonging, Viz Uhirty Acres 
of Land Adjoining the Land of my sd son Noah whereon he 
now lives lying on the South East Side thercof, Binding north 
West, Part by my said son Noah & Part by Land of Stephen 
Woodruff, North by the Road that Leads by Joseph Hialseys, 
And Southerly by the Road that Runs hy my satd Son Noahs 
Tlouse, And to Extend so far South east ward so that a line 
Parrallel to the northeast bounds thereot, May make the Thirty 
Acres, Also five Acres of Land lying on the ‘Southwest side of 
the Road that Runs by Joseph Halseys, And to Bind North 
West by the above Devised thirty Acres, and southeast by 
Land of Robert French and to extend so far southwest thar a 
line parallel to the Road will make the said five acres. Also a 
Certain piece of Land lying on the first mountain Containing 
about Sixty Acres which I purch: ised of Nathaniel Norris, [x- 
cepting a Certain Piece thereof which I have Given my Son 
Joun Crark a Deed of Gitt for, Also the one equal half part 
of all my Sale Meadow lying in the Great Meadows And all 
the Lands & premises which [| have given to my sd Son Noah 
Clark shall be unto him and to hts Eletrs and Asstuns turever, 
Then | Give to my son Joux Crark During the Term of his 
natural lite, my Homestead Plantation, beingy hounded last by 
Rahway river, north by Philip I Sadist: West by a Road & 
south hy alot of Land which was Given to Robert French hy 
his Mather and by Land formerly the Property of John Stites, 
But it is my Will and L order that my sald son Jon Crakk 
shall nor use, Cut, or Dispose of any more of the ‘Timber ait 
wood that is on my sd Homestead Plantation, more than for 
the use of the said Place & to maintain his own fire And at the 
Decease of my sd Son John Clark 1 Give my sd Homestead 
Plantation to his son my Grandson James Ciark During the 
Term of his natural life But he shall not use Cut or Dispose of 
any more of the Wood and Timber that is on the sd Plantation 
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than for the use of sd Plantation and for to maintain his own 
fire, And at his Decease that is at the Decease of my sd Grandson 
James Clark | wads Devise and Bequeath my sudo Plantation 
with each and every of the appurtenances thereunto belonging 
to the oldest Son hide my sd Grandson James Clark shall then 
have ving to him his Heirs and Assigns forever. 


Third, I Give Devise and Bequeath to my two Grandsons 
Bexyamin Makrsu & James Mansi a Certain piece of Land 
lying for four Acres bounded Fast by the Road North by Ander- 
son and Robert French West by my own Land and South by my 
Grandson Joux Ciark to be equally Divided Between them 
two and shall be unto them their Heirs and Assigns forever All 
the Rest Residue and Remainder of my Lands and Salr Meadows 
not above in this my sd Will Disposed of [T Give Devise and 
Bequeath to my son Jour Crakk to him his Heirs and Assigns 
forever. Then | Give to my beloved wife Ansa the sum of 
Seventy Pounds to be Paid unto her within six months next 
ensuing after my Decease by my [xecuturs, out of my move- 
able bstate, Also one years Provision for herself of all necessary 
Ratables if she lives one year after my Deceise, also my Sorrel 

Horse which [ Bought of Townsley, My Riding Chair and all 
the Utensils thereunto belonging a good cow the Bed and 
furniture the Six Chairs and the Table which she brought to 
me at our Marriage which Gifts shall be to my said wife and te 
her heirs & Assizns forever. Also, | Give to my sd wite During 
the time ae Remains my Widow that is ull her Remarriave the 
use of the Eastermost Room in my new Dwelling house for 
herself to live in, but if my sd wife will not live in the sd Room 
herself then her right te ir shall cease. Also T Give to my sd 
Wife, ats wee as she Chooses to live in my house and remains 
my Widow, Pasture for one horse and Caw During the Season 
of Pasturing and Wintering for the said Plorse & Cow and fire 
wood for to Maintain one fire for herself Also T Give to my 
sd wife During the Term of her natural life the use of my Neuro 
Girl Dinah and after the Decease of my said wife | Give my 
sd negro Girl Dinah to my three Grandchildren Bexyanis 
Maksn, James Mansa & Mary Wittts equally among them 
three. The above Gifts to my sd wife shall be in lieu of and in 
full for her right of Dower and Power of thirds of in and to my 
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Fstate and not otherwise, Also I Give to my Daughter Puene 
Marsn, the use of one Hundred Pounds During the Term of 
her natural life to be Paid unto her yearly by my Exec'rs out 
of my moveable Estate and after the Decease of my said Daugh- 
ter Purse Marsu I Give the said One Hundred Pounds to be 
equally Divided among all my Son Jouns & Noaus Children 
as may be then living, Then 1 Give to my Daughter Mary 
Meeker the Sum of One Hundred Pounds to be paid unto her 
by my Exec’s out of my Moveable Estate as they see she Stands 
in need thereof, And if my said Daughter Mary Meeker 
should Die before the sd One Hundred Pounds has been all 
Paid unto her then the one equal half of what Remains of it 
shall go to my Grandson WintraMm Mreker and the other half 
to my Grandson James Crark, Then I Give to my Gran- 
daughter Mary Wits the Sum of Ten Pounds to be Paid unto 
her by my Executors out of my moveable Estate. Then all 
the Remainder of my moveable Estate 1 Give to he equally 
Divided Between my two Sons Joun Crark & Noatt Crark 
for their Trouble su they need not Charge my Estate any thing 
for their Trouble. And I do hereby Make, Ordain, Constitute 
and appoint my two sd sons Joun Crark and Noau Ciark 
Executors of this my laste Will & Testament And [ do hereby 
Ratity allow and Confirm this and no other to be my last Will 
and ‘Testament, And I do hereby Disannul and Disallow all and 
every other and former Wills by me at any time betore this 
mide. 

In Witness whereof the sd Testator James Crark has here- 
unto set his hand and Seal the day and year herein first above 
written, 

Siened, sealed, Published, James Crank 

pronounced and Declared 
by the said ‘Testator James 
Clark to be his Last Will & 
Testament in the Presence 
of 
Keziaxn Scupper 
her 
Betsy X Srewart 
mark 
Wictiam Cotes 
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William Coles & Keziah Scudder two of the Witnesses to the 
within will being duly sworn according to Law did depose and 
say that they saw James Clark the Testator therein named sign 
and seal the same and heard him Publish Pronounce and Declare 
the within writing to be his Last Will and Testament and that 
at the doing thereof the sd Testator was of sound and Disposing 
mind and memory as far as these Deponents Know and as they 
verily Believe & that Betsy Stewart the other Subscribing 
L:vidence was present at the same time and subscribed the same 
as a Witness to the sd Will together with these Deponents in 
the Presence of the sd Testator. 


Sworn the 6th day of December 1796 before me Alex’r C. 
McWhorter, Surrg’t for Essex. 


The foregoing Will being proved Probate was Granted by 
his Excellency Rich’d Howell Esq’r unto John Clark and Noah 
Clark the Executors therein named. John Beatty, Reg’r. (Liber 
35 of Wills, page 504.) 


The will of another James Clark was proved 
October 4, 1794. In it the testator appoints as execu- 
tor his “trusty and well Beloved friend Colonel 
Jedediah Swan, Esq’r, of the Scotch Plains.” The 
text of the will follows (Liber 33, page 367): 


In the name of God Amen this thirtieth day of August One 
thousand seven hundred and Ninety four L James CLarx of 
the County of Essex and State of New Jersey, carpenter, being 
sick and weak of body but of sound and perfect mind and 
memory and understanding (thanks be to Almighty God there- 
fore) Do make this my last will and testament in manner and 
form following that is to say first, principally I give and Be- 
queath my Immortal soul into the hands of Almighty God, who 
gave me my being, and my Body I commit to the earth to 
receive a decent Christian Burial at the discretion of my lxec- 
tors in this my last will and Testament hereafter named & 
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appointed; and as touching such worldly & Temporal Estate as 
it hath pleased God to bestow on me I dispose of the same as 
followeth: 

Iirst my will is and I do hereby Ordain that all my debts 
such as I shall justly Owe at the Time of my death shall be well 
and truly paid. 

Secondly 1 will and Bequeath unto my son Samuel Clark the 
sum of five pounds Lawful money of the State above said. 


Thirdly L wall and bequeath unto Easter Clark, borne of the 
body of Rebeckah Tucker, the sum of eight pounds, to be put 
out on Interest by the Executurs of this my last Will and so to 
continue untill she shall arrive to the age of ightcen years. 


Fourth T will and bequeath unto my Daughter Sarah Clark 
one cow to be taken out of my personal best ite; and after thar is 
taken Out 1 will and bequeath unto my Loving & well beloved 
wife aster the one equal third part of all the rest of my personal 
Estate and the other two third parts of my person al Estate | 
will and bequeath unto my two Daughters Phebe Allen & 
Sarah Clark to be equally divided Between them. 

Witth, and as to my real estate, E first will and Bequeath 
unto ny Daughter Sar ah Clark the piece af Land which I lout 
of John Tucker lying on the front of the second mountain aud- 
joining that place T sold to Jonathan Hand Osborn, to her and 
to her heirs and assizns forever to be in immeditte possession 
of the same after my death (the piece says for Ten acres be the 
same more or less). And all the rest of my real estate [ will and 
Bequeath the use of the same unto my beloved wife Easter as 
long as she remains my widow and no longer and after her 
marche or death, Twill & lreaute. ith the whole of my real 
Pstate Gifter Santh’s Ven Acres is tuken off) unto Phebe Allen 
& Sarah Clark my two daughters, to them and their Heirs and 
Assigns forever to be eqn ally div aud between them, 

Sixth | make Ordain Constitute and appoint my trusty and 
well Beloved friend Colonel Jedidiah Swan Fsq'r of the Scotch 
Plains, County of Essex and State of New Jersey, my Executor 
of this my last will and testament, and J do revoke make void 
and nullify all former wills and Testaments by me in any manner 
of ways heretofore made, and I do hereby ratify and Contirm 
this to be my Last will and Testament and none other. 
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In testimony whereof I have to this my last will and Testa- 
ment set my hand and fixed my seal the day and year first above 
written. 


Signed Sealed published pro- 
nounced and delivered by James Clark 
the Testator to be his last 
will and ‘Testament in the 
presence of us 

his 
Eras X Crark 
mark 
her 
Sarau X Ciark 
mark 
Davip Osnorn 


The Orphan’s Court records for April, 1795, show 
an accounting in the Estate of James Clark, de- 
ceased, and the following order of court: 


“Ordered that Jedediah Swan, Executor of the last will of 
James Clark, sell the following lots of land: on and Mountain 
i : es ae = oped atte 2 
g acres; and that which adjoins Green Brook 234 weres.”” (Book 
A, page 55.) 


The will (proved in 181g) of Esther Clark, widow, 
of Scotch Plains, mentions her daughter Sarah Miller, 
and two grandsons, the sons of her daughter Sarah— 
John Marsh Miller and Samuel Clark Miller. 

In the Scotch Plains Cemetery are the following 
tombstone inscriptions: 


James Clark, d. Sept. 23, 1794; 4% 49- 

Esther, wife of Fames Clark, d. Jan. 15, 7818; age 72. 

Rachel, daughter of James and Esther Clark, d. May 10, 1772; 
age 3 weeks, 

Sarah Willis, formerly Sarah Miller, daughter of Faries and 
Esther Clark, d. Sept. 8, 18.42; age 65. 
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Jedediah Swan, Esq’r, d. June 16, 1812; age 76. 
Phebe, wife of fedediab Swan and daughter of Recampense 
Stanbery, Esq’r, d. Fan. 2, 1806; age 5. 


The will of Daniel Clark, blacksmith, of the 
Borough of Elizabeth, in the County of Essex, was 
admitted to probate March 8, 1779. The text of 
the will follows: 


In the Name of God Amen IT Dastet Ciark of the Borough 
of klizabeth in the County of Essex and province of New Jersey 
Blacksmith do make this my hase Will and ‘Vestament in the 
manner following. 

Imprimis I give and bequeath unto my Wife Hannah and 
her Assigns all my Moveable Estate, my debts and funeral 
Charges being paid, and the use and Improvements of all my 
Lands & ‘Tenements so long as she shall Continue my Widow. 

Item I give and devise unto my Son Benjamin Crark all 
that tract and parcel of Land that now lyes by Robert Mecker 
that I bought of John Crane, to him and his Heirs and Assigns 
for Liver. 

Item I give and devise unto my Son Jacon Crark all my 
Home Lott that I now live on unto him and his Heirs and Assizns 
for Iver. And I make and Ordain my said Wite Hannah & my 
Sons Benjamin Clark & Jacob Clark Exccutors of this my Will. 

Witness whereof I the said Daniel Clark have to this my 
Jase Will and Testament Set my hand and Seal the 16th day of 
April in the Year of our Lord Christ 1761, and in the first Year 
of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the third by the 
Grace of God of Great Brittain France & Lrelind. 

Daniet CLARK 

Signed Sealed published and 

Declared by the said Daniel 
Clark as and for his Last 
Will and ‘Festament in the 
presence of 
Jacos De Harr 
STEPHEN Passel 
JonarHan MecIE 
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Sworn at Flizabeth Town the 8th day of March, 17-9, before 
Ron’v OGpen Jun’r. 

The foregoing Will being proved probate was granted by 
his I:excellency Governor Livingston unto Benjamin Clark and 
Jacob Clark Executors. (Liber 21 » page 48.) 


Robert Clark, son of Joshua, was appointed one 
of the appraisers of the estate of Abraham Clark, 
Signer, immediately after the death of the widow 
Sarah in June, 1804; his lands lay adjoining the 
home plantation of the Signer, as mentioned in the 
latter’s will. Robert Clark was born in 1733 and 
died February 16, 1811. His first wife, Elizaberh, 
died May 19, 1790, aged §3 years. (Tombstone 
Inscription Rahway Cemetery.) His will follows: 


Forasmuch as it is appointed for all men once to die and the 
time when very uncertain ] Ronexr Ciark of the Township of 
Rahway, County of Essex and State of New Jersey, being very 
sick and weak in body, but of sound disposing mind and Me: " 
Blessed be the name of the Lord tor the same; Therefore ty 
this Thirteenth day of February, in the Year of our Lord One 
thousand Eight hundred and Ileven, make and publish these 
presents as and for my last Will and Testament in minner an. 
form following, 

Imprimis I do order in the first place that all my just de 
and funeral expenses, be fully paid by my Executors herein a 
named, out of my moveable estate and hind hereimatter directed 
to be sold. 

Item I do give, grant and devise unto my eldest son, Robert 
Clark and to his heirs and Assigns forever; All that lot of wood- 
land, which I purchased of Apranam Chak adjoining land of 
the said Robert Clark and Jonathan Brown and binding en 
Rahway River, Containing Sixteen Acres, be the same mure or 
less, | do also give grant and bequeath unto my said Sun Robert 
Clark all that lot of sale Meadow lying in the Rahway Meadows, 
bounded by adjuining Meadow of my said son Robert C Clark 
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and Half Bushel Creek, Containing Pour Acres be the same 
more or less, to be and remain to him, his heirs and Assizns 
forever. 

Item I do order and direct and it is my will in Consideration 
of the within devise and bequests of my said son Robert Clark, 
that he my said son Robert Clark, his Executors, Adniinds- 
trators, heirs or Assigns shall pay, or cause to be paid into the 
hands of my Executors, or the surviver of them, the sum of 
Wifty dollars lawful Money of the United States in Six Months 
After my decease to be applyed by my E:xecutors as part of my 
moveable estate as herein after directed. 

Item I do vive, grant and devise unto my son John Marsh 
Clark, his heirs and Assigns forever, Six Acres of woodland, 
heing a part of a lot of woodland adjoining lands of Samuel 
Norris, dee’d, Jedediah Williams, Noah Norris and Jeremiah 
Girthwait, eived Is to be taken of adjoining the land of said 
Samuel Moris; dee’d, by a line parrelle ‘| thereto so as to make 
the said Six Acres. i do also give and bequeath unto my said 
son John Marsh Clark, his heirs and Assigns forever, One equal 
half of that lot of eal Meadow which I purchased of Ezekiel 
Clark, situate in Rahway Meadow, adjoining the Upland of 
Anthony Morse Lsq’r. 

Item I do give, grant and devise unto my grandson Job 
Clark, son of my son Amos Clark deceas’d, and to iis heirs and 
Assigns forever, the one equal half of the remainder of my sitid 
wood lot adjoining lands of Samuel Norris, dee’d, Jedediah 
Williams, Noah Norris and Jeremiah Girthwait as atoressaid, 
Containing two Acres adjoining the six Acres which I have 
herein before yiven to my said son John Marsh Clark and the 
land of Jeremiah Girthwaie aforesaid. | do also vive granc and 
devise unto my sail grandson Job Clark and to Is heirs and 
Assigns forever all that lot of salt Meadow Adjoining Meadow 
of Amos Morse E'sq’r, lying in Rahway Meadow. 1 do also 
give grant and devise unto my said yrandson Job Clark all that 
lot of salt Meadow which I purch: ied of Jacob Winans lying in 
Rahway Meadow, Adjoining Meadow of Jonathan Oliver & 
Caleb Halsey. 

Item 1] do give grant and devise unto my uwrand son Robert 
Clark son of my said son Amos Clark dec'd, and to his heirs 
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and assigns forever, All my homestead plantation, whereon I 
now live, lying on both sides of the read, all which lands and 
premises descended to me from my father Joshua Clark dee’d 
and is bounded by lands of Benjamin Mulford, Charles H. 
Hughes, John Marsh Clark, Nathaniel and Jedediah Williams. 
T do nls give and bequeath unto my said grand son Robert 
Clark the one equal halfof my said lot of Salt meadow purchased 
of Iezektel Cherk as aforesaic. 


ltem I do order and direct and it is my will in consideration 
of the within bequests of my said grandson Robert Clark, 
that he my said grandson Robert Clark, his heirs, Exeeutors, 
Administrators or Assigns, shall pay or cause to be pail into 
the hands of my Executors, or the survivor of them, the sum 
of Fifty Dollars, lawful Currant Money of the Unired States 
in Six Months after my decease, to be applyed by my Executors 
as purt of my moveable estate as herein after directed. 


Item I do give, grant and devise unto my grand daughter 
Mary Clark daughter of my sid son Amos Chirk dec’d the 
amount of it legacy which was given and bequeathed unto my 
said grand daughter Mary Clark, by her father Amos Clark 
dee’d as specified i in his last will asta testament; and | do order 
my Iexeeutors to pay the amount of said sum in good and lawful 
money of the United States, unto my said grand daughter Mary 
Clark in ‘Twelve months after my decease. 


Item I do give, grant and devise unto my daughter Mary 
the wife of Moses Meeker, Twelve Acres of land lying on the 
road leading by John Mulford’s, adjoining lands of David 
Williams and Benj: imin Mulford; and 1 do order that the division 
line between the sdd fot viven te my said daughter Mary and 
the lot given hereafter co Amos Clark and Mary Clark children 
of my son Joshua Clark dee’d begin one chain from the sourh 
corner of the land of said David Williams on said William’s line 
towards the road leading by John Mulford’s and from said 
designated spot, running across said land to the land of Benjamin 
Mulford, in such direction, as will make the said twelve Acres 
lying on the southerly side of said line & bounded as aforesaid, 
the same to be and remain unto my said daughter Mary, her 
heirs & assigns forever. 
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Item I do give grant and devise unto my daughter Susanna 
the wife of James Vreeland and to her heirs and assigns forever, 
all that lot of land lying on Stonyhill Containing Bight Acres 
and one half of land be the same more or less. | do also give 
and bequeath unto my said daughter Susanna a Lot of land 
adjoining the road leading from Barnet's Mill to Flas Williams’ 
and adjoining land of the said James Vreeland and dand of the 
children of John Oliver deceas’d, containing Seven Acres be the 
same more or less, to be and remain to her my said daughter 
Susanna, her heirs & assigns forever. 

Item I do give, grant and devise unto my daughter Phebe, 
the wife of William” Darby, all that Lot of land adjoining the 
road leading from Barnet’s Mill to Elias Williams’ adjoining 
land of Benjamin Cory, Aaron Ogden, Alemand, and land 
belonging to the children of John Oliver dee’d Containing twenty 
One Acres be the same more or less, to be and remain to her 
my suid daughter Phebe, her heires and assigns forever. 

Item L do give grant and devise unto my three daughters 
Mary the wife of Moses Meeker, Susanna the wife of James 
Vreeland and Phebe the wite of William Darby, all thar Lor of 
salt Marsh, lying in the Great Meadows, bounded by Meadow 
of David S. Craig, John Potter and Woodrutf’s Creck, and to 
be and remain to each of them and to each of their heirs and 
ussigns forever, as Tenants in common. 

Item I do give grant and devise unto my youngest daughter 
named Betsey, daughter of Abigail Clark, widow of my said 
son Amos:Clark deceased, and to her heirs and assigns forever, 
Ten Acres of Land, adjoining the Williams’ farm road. And I 
do order the said Ten Acres to be set off by a line running from 
sid road parallel with the line of Jedediah Williams and running 
to the land of Benjamin Mulford, to extend in width so far its 
to mike the said Ten Acres, which lot will be bounded by land 
of sid Jedediah and Benjamin Mulford and a lot of land herein 
after given to Amos Clark & Mary Clark, children of my son 
Joshua Clark dee'd and also by said road. 

Item [ do give grant and devise unto my two grand children 
Amos Clark and Mary Clark, children of my son Joshua Clark 
dee’d and to their heirs and assigns forever, all the overplus of 
that Tract of land, which I purchased of Jacob Winans, lying 
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between the Mulford road and the Williams Farm road, as 
before mentioned, which shall remain after the said twelve 
acres, herein before given and bequeathed unto my said daughter 
Mary and the said Ten acres herein before given and bequeathed 
to my said daughter Betsey, shall be set off; and [do order and 
direct that the division between my said two grand children 
Amos Clark and Mary Clark be made in such manner, as that 
my said grandson Amos Clark shall have three quarters of said 
lot of land and my said grand daughter Mary Clark shall have 
one quarter of the said lot of land. 


Trem [ do give grant and bequeath unto Abigail Clark 
formerly the widow of my son Amos Clark deceas’d now called 
my wife the full use and possession of all my homestead plan- 
tacion during all the time she shall remain unmarried, all which 
Jand and premises I have herein before devised unto my said 
grand son Robert Clark, son of my son Amos Clark deceased 
as aforesaid. L do also give and grant unto the said Abivail 
Clark, widow of the said Amos Clark dee’d as aforesaid the 
liberty and priviledge to cut and take firewood sufficient for 
her use, yearly and every year during all the time she remains 
unmarried on my said homestead plantation given and bequeathed 
for her use as aforesaid, and also J do give and grant unto her 
the same priviledge to cut and take said firewood off the land 
herein betore devised unto my said daughter Betsey as afore- 
said. [T do also give and bequeath unto the said Abigail Clark, 
widow cf the said Amos Clark as aforesaid, one youn bay 
mare and one young black horse, my best riding Chair and 
harness, one negro woman named Phillis, my largest sow aig 
barrow, one hogshead of Cider furthest in the chair house, one 
barrel Spirits, four Cows the first choice, and all my poultry of 
every hind. ldo also give and beques ath unto the said Abigail 
Clark, as much of my household furniture as she chooses to 


tuke. 


Ido also give and bequeath all the grain already reaped and 
that standing on the ground in partnership, and also all my 
flax to be consumed in the family of che said Abigail Clark and 
the family of my said grand son Job Clark in the same manner 
as heretofore used. I do further order & direct that the said 
Abigail Clark and my said grand son Robert Clark make use 
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of so much of my hay as will be sufficient to keep all their 

Cattle, horses and sheep through this season until grass. 1f 
there should be a deficiency of hay on my homestead plainta- 
tion, I do order such deficiency to he supplyed oucof the barrack 
standing on the land devised to my said grandson and grand 
d: tughter Amos & Mary Clark children of my sad son Joshua 
Clark deceased. 

Item [| do order and direct, in consideration of the within 
devise and bequests unto my sid Grand son Robert Clark and 
the said Abigail Clark, that my said grand daughter Mary the 
daughter of my son Aros Clark dee’d and my d: tughter Betsey 
be supported and maintained in the family of the said Abigail 
Clark and in case of her decease, or marriave, by my said grand 
son Robert Clark, together eh the use of ch property viven 
them herein latina mentioned so long as they my said daughter 
& grand daughter, or either of them shall remain unm: urricd. 


Item I do order and empower my E-xceutors, or the Survivor 
of them to sell and convey a lot of land, containing one Are, 
situate in Westheld, adjoining lands of Aaron Sayres, James 
Ross and Noah Swain, and to make, seal & execute a deed of 
conveyance proper for conveying a right in fee simple to the 
purchaser thereof, his or her assigns and heirs forever, and [ do 
ratify and confirm such sale to be wood and valid in law, and 
the money arising by such sale to be applyed by my Psxccutors 
as part of my moveable estate herein after directed. 

Item If there should be a deficiency of moveable estate to 
discharge all my just debts & funeral expenses excepting such 
parts already given to the said Abigail Clark and also a deficiency 
to discharge the legacy herein specified [ do order and direct 
that the said Abigail Clark and my said daughter Betsey, pay 
into the hands of my Executors the sum of Pitty Dollars Fnrtstects 
them, and that my sitid grand son Robert Cl: irk, my said grand 
son Job Clark and also my two sons Robert Clark and John 
Marsh Clark, pay into the hands of my Exceutors, the sum of 
fifty Dollars each, if necessary, to enable the E-xccutors to dis- 
charge said debts and legacy before mentioned. But if there 
should be no deficiency but an overplus of said moveable Estate, 
I do vive & bequeath the sum of Mitty Dollars to be divided 
equally between all the children of my grand daughter Betsey 
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the wife of Ephraim Sayre and the like sum of Fifty Dollars 
to be divided equally between all the children of my grand son 
Henderson Williams; and if any Overplus should still remain, 
I do order my Executors to pay the same at their discretion 
to any of my family relations. 

Item If any of the within named persons should neglect or 
refuse to pay the several sums ordered by them to be paid into 
the hands of my Executors for the uses and purposes herein 
expressed, I do order and empower my Executors to sell and 
convey so much of the lands, or moveable estate respectively 
given and bequeathed to them as will be sufficient to raise the 
respective sums so refused to be paid & to make seal and execute 
all such deeds of Conveyance proper for conveying aright in fee 
simple to the purchaser, his or her heirs and assigns and [do 
ratify & confirm all such sales to be good and valid in law, and 
the money arising by such sales to be applied by my E-xecutors 
in the manner above mentioned. 

Item All the bequests herein mentioned unto the said Abigail 
Clark, widow of my said son Amos Clark dee'd [I do intend 
shall be in heu and in full recompence of all right of dower 
and power of thirds which she might claim in my whole estate 
and not otherwise. 


Lastly [ do nominate, constitute and appoint my said son 
John Marsh Clark and my said grand son Robert Ch: irk Exeeutors 
of this my last will and Testament. 


In Witness whereof I have to this my last will & testament 
containing five sheets of paper, set my hand to first four sheets 
and my hand and seal to the fifth and last thereof the d: ay and 
year first above written. 


Signed sealed published and 


declared by the above his 
named Robert Clark as and Ronery X Crarx 
for his last will and testa- mark, 


ment in the presence of us 
the subscribers 
James M. Crark 
Moses Wriiiams 
Cuartes H. Hucies 


[ ror | 


ABRAHAM CLARE 


I:ssex Country SS; 

John Marsh Clark & Robert Clark the Executors in the 
within Will named being duly sworn did depose & say That the 
within writing contains the true last Will & ‘Testament of 
Robert Clark the Testator therein named as far as they Know 
and as they verily believe. “Thar they will well & truly perform 
the same by paying first the Debrs of s’d dec’d & then the legacies 
in sd Testament specified so far as the goods chattels & credits 
of sd dee’d can thereunto extend. That they will make & exhibic 
into the Surrogates office of Issex a true and perfect Inventory 
of all & singular the sd goods chattels & credits of sd deed & 
render a just & true account when thereunto lawfully required. 


Sworn March 2d 1811 before Jous Mars Crank 
me Th. T. Kinney, Surrog. Roperr Crank Jun 
of HFssex. 


When Benjamin Winans drew his will in 1791, he 
named Abraham Clark a joint executor with his son 
Benjamin Winans, Jr. Susannah, daughter of Ben- 
jamin Winans, was the wife of Abraham Clark’s son 
Aaron. lollowing is the will of Benjamin Winans, 
and the inventory made by Robert Clark: 


In the name of God Amen I Benjamins Winans of Elizabeth 
Town in the County of Essex and State of New Jersey being of 
sound & perfect Mind & Memory blessed be God therefor do 
this Twelvth Day of April in the year of Our Lord One Thousand 
seven Hundred and Ninety one, make and publish this my Last 
will & ‘Pestament in manner following: 

First Ldo order that all my just debts and funeral Expences 
be paid out of my Moveable Estate. 

Item I give all my wearing Apparel equally between my sons 
Josnua and Joux, 

Item I give and devise unto my Eldest son Jacos and to 
his heirs and assigns forever the one equal Motety of a tract ot 

salt Meadow lying in Raway Salt Meadow formerly belonging 
to my Honowred Vather Jacon Winans deceased, and the other 
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Motety of said Tract of salt meadow I give and devise unto my 
son Aaron and to his heirs and itssigns forever. 


Item J give and devise unto my said son Aaron and to his 
Heirs and Assigns forever all that southermost part of my 
Homestead plantation whereon I now live to be devided from 
the northermost part thereof by beginning at the Road and 
running at three Rods distance from my ‘old House between 
that and my new House in which | dwell on a Course West 
north west untill it comes in a direet range with a Dirch thar 
runs part through my Plantation thence running to the Ease 
end of said Ditch and continuing westerly along the same to 
the westermost end thereof, then continuing the same course 
to the Land of Jeremiah Clark together also with the Tenements 
and appurtenances unto the hereby devised southermost part 
of my plantation belonging or appertaining the same to be and 
remain unto my said son Aaron his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item J pive and devise unto my son Jonny and to his heirs & 
assigns forever all the Residue & Remainder of my homestead 
plantation lying north of the division above mentioned to- 
gether with the tenements and appurtenances unto the said 
northermost part of my said Homestead plantation belonging 
or Appertaining. Also I give and devise unto my sid son Jorn 
and to his Heirs and assigns forever the one equal Moiety of a 
Tract of Salt meadow lying below ‘Traubles which I purchased 
of John Oliver containing by estimation about twelve acres and 
the other Moiety or half part of said Tract of Salr Meadow 
last mentioned I give and devise unto my son Jostta and to 
his heirs and assigns forever. 

Trem T give and devise unto my Grandson Fiias Wis ws 
senob my son Jow and te his Heirs and Assigns terever all that 
part of my Land lying in Raway that lieth on the southeast 
side and adjoining a Line beginning at the westernmost Corner 
of John Woods land of Fis Homestead plantation and running 
from thence southwest across my said Land to the Jand of 
Benjamin Shotwell. Also T give and devise unto my said Grand- 
son E1ias Winans and to his Heirs and Assigns forever all that 
Tract of Land with the Tenements and Appurtenances which 
T purchased of Moses Hetfield whereon John Oliver now dwelleth. 
But my Will nevertheless is that my said Grandson Ehas Winans 
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shall not have the use Occupancy or benefit of either of the 
devises to him above made untill after the decease of his father 
my said son Job unto whom I] give the entire use possession and 
benefit thereof for and during his natural life. 

Item [ give and devise unto my son Joshua all that part of 
my late plantation lying in Raway which shall remain after my 
Grandson Elias’s part above devised shall be taken therefrom 
in Order to enable my said son Joshua to make good his Cove- 
nants in a sale he hath already made of the said premises. 

Ttem I] give and devise untu my son Benjamin and to his 
Heirs and assigns forever all that my Tract of Salt Meadow 
Lying below Traubles which | purchased of Robert Little Con- 
taining by estimation about five acres. 

Item [ order and direct my [:xecutors herein after named or 
the Survivor of them to grant sell and convey all my Land 
lying in the purchase made by John Symmes Esqr of Congress 
on the west side of the River Ohio adjoining the Miamie hereby 
giving and granting unto my said [xecutors or the Survivor of 
them full power and Authority to grant & Convey the same in 
Kee simple and the money arising from such sale [direct to be 
applied towards paying the legacys [ have hereinafter bequeathed. 

Item I give unto my wife Anicatt for so long as she shall 
remain my Widow the use of the Dwelling Room on the North 
Corner of my dwelling House and also the privilege of getting her 
firewood of the Land I have devised to my Grandson Elias 
anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, and IT do order that my son Aaron shall pasture, and my 
son John shall winter a Cow for my said Wife while she continues 
my widow as Aforesaid. Also T give unto my said wife a fifty 
Pound Bond from my son Joshua miaide payah deoor given to 
myself and my wife. Also TP order that all the Goods brought 
to me by my wife at marriage shall be returned to her according 
to our Agreement hefore marriage. 

Item | give and bequeath unto my son Benjamin the sum of 
Four Hundred pounds and to my Daughters Mary Mecker 
Susannah Clark and Sarah Haviland the sum of two hundred 
pounds to each, only that the Goods [ have lent to my daughter 
Mary shall be her property and charged to her as part of the 
above Two hundred pounds. 
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Item I give to my Grandson Benjamin son of my son Jacob 
the sum of Ten pounds and to my son John's son Benjamin 
and to my son Aaron’s son Benjamin a three year old Heifer 
each, all of which several bequests above mentioned 1 order to 
be paid out of my moveable state and the money arising by 
the sale of my Land at the Miamies provided the same shall 
he sufficient for the purpose and the bequests to be reckoned 
Hight Shillings the Spanish Detar... <2 

And my will further is that in case my son Aaron shall neglect 
to pay a Debt he owes to Samuel Be rry of New Barbadoes Neck 
for which 1 am bound as Surety in a Bond conditioned for the 
payment of Two Hundred pounds so that by such neglect my 
Estate shall be incumbered or sutfer damave thereby that then 
my [:xecutors or the Survivor of them shall sell so much of 
the Land herein before devised to my sd son Aaron as will 
indemnifie my Estate so as not to injure my other Children, 

Hereby viving & granting unto my said Executors hereinafter 
named and the survivor of them full and ample power to do and 
perform each and every matter which they are ordered or di- 
rected to in this my Will and Testament and I do hereby ordain 
and appoint my son Bexyamin Winans and my fricnd Aneanam 
Crank Executors of this my last will and Testament revoking 
all former wills and Testaments by me in any wise made Rati- 
fying this to be my last. In witness whereof 1 have hereento 
set my hand and seal the Day & year first above written. 

Signed Sealed Published & 

Declared by the said Ben- Bexyamin WINANS 
jamin Winans to be his 
Last Will & Testament in 
the presence of us Sub- 
sertbers 
Ciarres Tooker 
Lewis Tooker 
Tuomas Morcan 


Conic. Whereas I Bexyamin Wisxans of the Borough of 
Elizabeth being desirous of making some alterations and addi- 
tions unto my Last Will & Testament hereunto annexed bearing 
date the twelfth day of April in the year one thousand seven 
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Hundred and Ninety one Do therefore make & publish this as 
a Codieil to my said Will & Testamene and first my wearing 
apparel which in my said will L gave to my sons Joshua and 
John L now give to Joshua John and Aaron equally ameng 
them. 

Item the salt meadow formerly belonging to my Deceased 

Father the one moiety whereof in my sd will [ devise: unto my 
son Jacob 1 now hereby revoke that devise and the Mutety of 
said Meadow which in said Will was devised unto my son Jacob 
I hereby devise unto my son Jacob's son Benjsumin and to his 
hetes and assigns forever. 

Item T give unto my daughter Mary Meeker all the goods 
which [lent to her at her marri: we that no deduction on Account 
thereof shall be made out of her Legacy as mentioned in my 
said Will. 

Item I give unto my said daughter Mary Meeker for and 
during her Natural Life a House & Lot of Land containing by 
Estimation about four acres and a half acre purchased of Jacob 
Traubles since making my said will which Lot of Land bindeth 
on the Road leading to ‘Traubles Landing and also bindeth on 
the respective lands of Anthony Morss Amos Tucker and Aaron 
Winans; and at the decease of my said Daughter Mary LT give 
and devise the said House and Lot of Land equally among all 
the children of my said Daughter Mary and to their respective 
heirs and assiyns forever in severalry and in consideration of the 
above gift to my daughter Mary | do order that instead of the 
two hundred pounds given to Mary in my said Will there be 
pid to her as a Bequest only the sum of eighty pounds which 
shall be paid to her or kept at Interest for her use as my Pxecu- 
tors or the Surviver of them shall Judge proper in the manner 
directed in my sand Will. 


Item I order my Executors to sell all my third part of a 
Tract of Land which I hold in partnership with my sons Ben- 
jamin and John which we purchased of Joseph Oliver containing 
‘about fifteen acres and lying between the Lands of Jeremiah 
Clark and Jabez Marsh deceased, and the money arising by 
such sale to be applyed towards paying my Debts and the 
Legacies bequeathed in and by my said will Hereby giving 
and granting unto my said Executors and the Survivor of them 
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full power & Authority to grant and convey the said premisses 
and [Thereby declare that this writing as a Codieil shall be con- 
sidered as a part of my said will and ‘Testament. 
In Witness Whereof T have to this Codicil to my Last Will 
& Testament set my hand & seal this ‘Pwenty-first day of 
August in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred 
and Ninety two, Note in addition to what is above written 
and as a part of this Codicil to my Last Will and Testament 
I hereby give unto my wife over and above what | have given 
to her in my said Will one Hundred Weight of Pork six Bushells 
of Wheat six bushells of Indian Corn and six Cheeses such as 
she shall Chuse all of which to be delivered to her by my Ex- 
ecutors at my decease. 
Signed sealed published & 
declared by the said Ben- Bexyasin Winans 
jamin Winans to be a Codi- 
cil to dns dase Will and 
Testament in the presence 
of us Subscribers 
Cuartes Tucker Junr 
Lewis Tooker 
WesseLis TUCKER 


Sworn the gth day of April, 17y3, at Newark, before Alex’r 
MacWhorter Sury’te for Essex. 

The foregoing Will and Codicil being proved, probate was 
granted by the Honorable Flisha Lawrence, Esq'r, unto Ben- 
jamin Winans and Abraham Clark, executors therein named. 
(Recorded in Liber 35 of Wills, page 200.) 


On March 28, 1793, an inventory of the possessions 
of Benjamin Winans was made by Robert Clark and 
Jeremiah Clark; and on June 21, 1798, the estate 
was closed by Benjamin Winans, Jr., the surviving 
executor. Following are a few of the items selected 
from the lengthy and detailed inventory: 

An ald Cowiand: tWo: Gal tes.....cscukqeoespoeasetesesstabeovecsees. £6 6 6 
QUE BAIT GOS es cmtnsstedvassnviraecatectcepeisteaders : o oO 
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One pair of Oxen 
One pair of Young Oxen.... vassiadeaions 
One Bull SSeS TAO Ws STINTS ad eG RECT RANTS P RNS y asa eeN NN eM Mise § iO 9 
SiS CONG! iw cnoaisonninenicnicpindiimurinnicnoiiaun- WO" 
















BY Y GHP AS ress commencement anneaiS . 46409 & 
Oneal MAG ossescsccensssavsvannciaconecunrunxiararsmmnedsennrcarn » § 9 9 
One Young Mare 29 5 
A Riding Chair and Harness.............. 236 9 
BEE oo csc waco ol penis woes Gactnacinne § a 3 
EG HWS scrscmnatassccires t € % 
70 Sheep per head 14/ cece 444 9 
A Neste Mitticicecsccasacmmusavaypeci ino 9 0 
A Negro Girl 49 9 * 





And other items, making a total of £- yi izlia 


The will of Isaac Winans was proved June 37, 
1780. Abraham Clark and Amos Morse, nanied as 
executors, having declined to acr, Jonart vary Dsay reas 
was made Administrator. Kolonia gis the teat of 


the will: 


~ 


In the Name of God Amen I Is 
of Elizabeth in the Province of New 









eit 
body and of perfect mind and menury ted 
do this Twenty-third day of August in th ia 


Thetsand Seven hundred and Seventy mee cenad gua if 
ase Will and Vestamenr nn omeanner tellowans. 

birst | de order thet all my yest Peder s canted fartie rill Bo qoveny 
be patd our of my Moveable batate 

frem all the Residue and remain lee af my Moveable Fseare 
I give and Bequeath unto my hiecluv 






Jrem J give and Devise unto 1 
to his Heirs ana Austuns forever J t | vit 
sents and Hereditaments #9 Bice picasa ise 
cd of Wessel Tucker Conta wat Asthity: Perla 
Acres, Lying Adjuining on the Persact fr: aur or this 
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two pieces of Salt Meadow lying in Raway Meadows adjoining 
on the North side of Piles’s Creek, one of which sid pieces ad- 
joins the Meadow of David Ross, and Binds on the Other Side 
part by Piles’s Creek, and pare by a small Creek, the Other of 
which said pieces of Meadow Binds part by Meadow of Abraham 
Winans, part by Meadow of Benjamin Winans, part by Piles’s 
Creek, and part by a small Worm... . 

Item I give and Devise unto my son Moses Winx ns and to 
his Heirs and Assigns forever, all that my Hlomestead plantation 
with the Hereditaments and Appurtenances thereunto belong- 
ing, also a piece of Salt Meadow which [ purchased of Robert 
Morss called Parks Meadow Lying on the South Mase side of 
Piles’s Creek. 

And | do Order and Direct that my son Matthias in Con- 
sideration of the Above Devise do pay unto my Daughter 
Anicath Wittis the Sum of Twenty-five pounds, unto my 
Daughter Marcarer Vifty Pounds, unto my Daughter Jane 
Twenty-five Pounds, and unto my Grandaughter Jixe Wintis 
daughter of Benjamin Wittis the sum of Twenty Pounds, and 
unto my eldest son Isaac Winans the sum of Two pounds. 


And I do also Order and Direct that my son Moses in part 
of Consideration of the above Devise, do pay unto my Daughter 
Jane, the sum of Twenty-two pounds, unto my Di aughter 
SUSANNAH Witty pounds and unto my Daughter HLIZABELH 
the sum of Fifty pounds... . 

And Whereas my Wife’s Heir at Law was entitled to a Certain 
part of the Plantation now possessed by Peter Traubles, which 
part or share in said Estate it was found expedient te sell unto 
the std Peter Praubles which Taceordingly Sold, and gave my 
Bond or Obligation to said Peter Traubles to make him a Tite 
far the Same as soun as my present wife's heir at Law should 
arrive at Ave. 

I also suld to Joseph Morss Jun’r a part of the Land and 
Premises whereon he hath erected Mills which also belonged 
unto my said wife's heir at Law and Likewise gave him a Bond 
to make him a Title thereto as soon as my present wife’s heir 
at Law arrived at Age. 

And whereas my said son Moses if he Arrives at Age will be 
Heir unto my said wife and entitled unto the Lands by me 
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Sold as aforesaid, My Will Therefore is, and 1 do Order that my 
said son Moses in part of Consideration of the Devise to him 
made, Do when he arrives at Lawful Age make, Execute and 
Deliver unro the said Peter Traubles or his Heirs or Assigns a 
proper Deed of Conveyance... and also make a ‘Tide to 
Joseph Morss Jun’r for the Land T sold to him or Otherwise 
take up and discharge the said Bond T gave to Morss. ... 

Item If my son Moses shall happen to Die under Age (either 
before or after my Decease) not leaving Lawful Issue, that then 
and in which Case, my son Matthias shall be acquitted from all 
the Legacies herein before directed to be paid by him, and my 
Executors shall and they are hereby ordered and directed to 
sell and Convey all the Lands and Real Bstate herein before 
Devised unto my son Moses and out of the Monies arising from 
such sale to pay unto my son [sate the sum af Sixcy pounds, 
and unto my Daughter Abigail forty pounds, and unto my si ud 
Grandaughter Jane Willis the Sum of Twenty five pounds and 
to pay the remainder equally among my four youngest daughters 
hy my present Wife Namely Margaret, Jane, Susannah and 
Ilizabeth. .. 

And [ Ordain, Constitute and Appoint my ‘Trusty friends 
Amos Morss and AbkauamM CLark Fxecutors of this my list 
Will & Pestament hereby revoking all former Wills and ‘Testa- 
ments by me in any Wise made Ratifying and Confirming this 
and no other to be my last Will and Testament. 

In Witness whereof I] have to this my last Will and Testament 
set my hand and seal the day and year first herein above written, 

Siyned Sealed Published and 

Delivered by che said [saac Isaac WINANS 
Winans to be his Last Will 
and ‘Testament in the pres- 
ence of 
Aaron CLARK 
THomas CLARK 
Mary Huppen. 
Aura. Clark 


Aaron Car one of the Witnesses to the within Will being 
duly sworn on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose 
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and say that he saw Isaac Winans the Testaror therein named 
sign and seal the same and heard him publish, pronounce and 
declare the within writing to be his last Will and ‘Testament 
and that at the doing thereof the sd ‘Testator was of sound and 
disposing Mind and Memory as far as this Deponent knows 
and as he verily believes and that THomas Chark & Many 
Hunser. & Apranam Crark were present at the same Time & 
subseribed their Names as Witnesses to the sd Will together 
with This Depenent and in presence of sd ‘Testator. 
Sworn before me at Eliz’th 
Town this goth day of June Aaron Clank 
1jso 
Robe. Ogden Jr. Surg’t. 


Abraham Clark sent a letter from Philadelphia, 
dated June 6, 1780, stating that his business in 
Congress would not permit of his accepting the ad- 
ministration of this estate. [t was during the darkest 
period of the war, and the estate of Isaac Winans 
had no doubt greatly diminished in value, as the 
following advertisement would seem to indicate: 


TO BE SOLD AT VENDUE on Tuesday the rith inst. at 
to o'clock in the forenoon at the tate dwellinghouse of Isaac 
Woxans, deceased, in Mlizabeth Town, Rahway; one horse, cows, 
young cattle, sheep, hogs, wool, feather beds and bedding, Indian 
corn, many articles of houschold furniture, firming utensils, ete. 
A stout young negro manat private sale. Articles will be mace 
known at the time of sale. Joxavrian b Davirox, Administratar, 
(New Jersey Archives, 1780, Vol. IV, page 477.) 


William Clark, who married Sarah, a daughter of 
“Deacon” Andrew Hetfield (son of Isaac), was not 
a descendant of that Richard Clark who came from 
Southold to Elizabethtown in 1678. William Clark’s 
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ancestor, Samuel Clark, said to have come from 
Hereford, England, about 1680 to Long Island, re- 
moved to Westfield, New Jersey, and died there. 
Two sons went with him to Westtield, one of whom, 
Thomas Clark, married and had a son William, who 
married and had a son Charles, who married and had 
ason William Clark, born in Westfield June 17, 1756; 
died, September 28, 1853; married May 8, 1783, 
Sarah Hetfield (born, 1762; died December 7, 1841). 
This William Clark and his brother Azariah were im- 
prisoned by the British in the “Old Sugar House” in 
New York during the war. Andrew H. Clark, a 
school teacher in Westfield, was the son of William 
and Sarah. 

The will of Andrew Hetfield was admitted to 
probate January 2g, 1824, when his son-in-law, 
William Clark, and Israel R. Corriell (named as co- 
executor in a codicil dated January 7, 1824), qualified 
as executors. The will reads as follows: 


In the name of God Amen, I Anprew Hevrtenn of the Town- 
ship of Westheld County of Essex and State of New-Jersey 
being well in body and of sound mind memory and Understand- 
ing for which blessing I most devoutly thank my God do make 
and publish this my last Will and ‘Testament in manner and 
form following that is to say: 

Hirst itis my Will and J do order that all my Just debts and 
funeral expences be duly paid and satisfied ats soon as con- 
veniently can be after my decease. 

Second That my Executors herein after named deliver to my 
Wife Sarah Hetfield all Bonds notes or obligations which ure 
given in her name and being in my possession Likewise all the 
household furniture which she brought me agreeably to a 
Jointure made between us before marriage within six days after 
my decease. 
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Item I give and bequeath unto my beloved Wife Sarah Het- 
field aforesaid to her and to her heirs and assigns forever Pour 
hundred dollars to be paid to her within six months after my 
decease A certain known heifer three years old this spring a sec 
of Checkam homespun curtains I also give unto my said wife 
the use of the best Room in my House and as much Cellor and 
Chamber room as she may Conveniently want dureing the term 
of six months with a sufficiency of fire wood for her own fuel 
dureing said term to be taken of my wood Land hereinafter 
Bequeathed in equal proportion of each shair, which annuiry J 
give to my said Wife in Lieu of her right of dower out of my 
estate. 

Item I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Sally wife of 
William Clark to her and to her heirs and assigns forever a 
Certain Lot of land being a part of what is called my hundred 
acre lot Lying on the 5 South side of the first mountain being 
Lot No one... . And Likewise I give to my sald Daughter 

Sally all that tract of Land being a part of my | Jomested planta- 
tion Lying on the Northwesterly side of the Road leading past 
my house including all the Buildings thereon and Appurtenances 
to the same belonging, also my Salt medow lying on Elizabeth 
‘Town Creek. 

Item 1 vive and bequeath to my Daughter Mary Wife of 
Smith Williams a Certain Lot of land being a part of what is 

called my Hundred acre lot lying on the South side of the first 
Mountain Being Lot No Two... . I likewise give to my said 
Daughter Mary the remainder of My Homestead Plantation 
Lying on the southeasterly side of the Road Leading past my 
House which T purchased of Nicholas Mooney and lis Hand. 


Item TP yive and Bequeath Unto my Daughter Abigail Wile 
of David Ludlow the Use of thac part of a small farm that 
remitins in My possession that T Lately purchased at sherit® 
sale Lying and being in the Township of roosaer formerly the 
property of David Ludlow and adjoining Lands that I lately 
sold to Samuel Oliver. [ likewise give to my said Daughter 
Abigail the use of A certain lot of land Being a part of what is 
called my hundred Acre Lot lying on the south side of the first 
Mountain Being Lot No 3 and ‘Beginning at a stake being a 
Corner of Lot No. 2 thence Southwesterly to a stake being a 

10 
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Corner of John Clarks Land thence with said Clark’s Line up 
the Mountain Northwesterly to a stone being Stephen Clark's 
Corner thence with said Clark’s Line southwesterly to a stake 
being a Corner of Lands formerly belonging to Jeremiah Morris 
deceased . . . with the privilege to take as much wood off said 
Lands as will be sufficient for her own fuel and fencing and no 
more Which gifts I give to my said Daughter Abigail during her 
Life only and the profits off said Lands to go into the home of 
my said Daughter Abigail or to her Order Only my intent being 
that the same shall not come into the hands or be Liable to the 
Order of her said husband or any subsequent husband and at 
the decease of my said Daughter Abigail then my Will and 
Order is that the said Lands that my said Daughter Abigail has 
the Use of dureing her Life be disposed of in the following 
manner and form that is to say: 


First I give and bequeath to My Grand Daughter Mary 
Ludlow Three Acres of Land of my farm at Rahway and one 
equal half of the Dwelling house and out buildings on said farm 
the Land to be taken off the Northwest Side Next to that Lot 
I sold to Samuel Oliver equel Wedth frunt and rear and to 
extend from the rode passing the Methodist Meeting House to 
the River line. Likewise a Lot of Wood Land that I purchased 
of Cooper Osborn and James Anderson Lying on the first Moun- 
tuin Which gifts 1 give to her and to her heirs and assigns 
forever. 

Second I give and bequeath to my grand son Andrew Hetfield 
Ludlow the remainder of my farm at Rahway and the remainder 
of Lot No 3 Lying on the first mountain being a part of what 
is called my hundred acre Lot and part of the same that my 
said Daughter Abigail has the use of dureing her life and herein 
before described and also a House and Lot of Land Containing 
about Nine Acres that I purchased of William Potter said gifts 
I give to him and to his heirs and assigns forever Reserving to 
my said Daughter Abigail her aforementioned privileges And 
also the use of the above said House and Lot that I purchased 
of sd Potter dureing her life. 

Item my Will and order is that my Executors herein after 
named or the surviver of them sell and dispose of a Lot of land 
lying near Mrs. Sarah Millers Bounded by Lands of William 
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Mills, sd Mrs, Sarah Millers, the Road, and Israel K. Corriell 
and to give a good and sufficient title for the same if not dis- 
posed of before my decease, and the proseads to be Vested into 
my Moveable estate to be disposed of as herein after directed. 

Item I give and bequeath to my said Daughter Sally one 
Equal Third part of my Moveble estate not before bequeathed 
to her. 

Item I give and bequeath to my said Daughter Mary one 
Equal Third part of my Moveble Estate not before bequeathed 
to her, 

Item I Bequeath to my executors hereinafter named and the 
surviver of them, his Executors and Administrators, the Re- 
maining Third part of my Moveble Estate not before bequeathed, 
in trust, nevertheless to place the same at Interest and to pay 
the Interest thereof coming due annually to my said Daughter 
Abigail during her life or to her order, only my intent being 
that the same shall not be payable to or liable to the order of 
her said husband or any subsequent husband. And at the 
decease of my said Daughter Abigail said third to Be Equaly 
divided between my two grand children Mary and Andrew Het- 
field Ludlow shair and shair alike. 

Lastly I hereby appoint William Clark my son-in-law and 
Samuel Cory Executors of this my Last will and in witness 
whereof I have to this my last will and testament set my hand 
and Seal this thirtieth Day of May in the Year of our Lord 
Eighteen hundred & Twenty. 

Signed Sealed & delivered in 

the presence of Anprew Herrtetp 
Eparaim CLARK 
Srewarr Mires 
Prune CLark 


Adolph Jonas, a brave soldier in the service of his 
country during the whole period of the Revolutionary 
War, died in 1795, in Middlesex County, New Jersey, 
without leaving a will. A bond in the sum of £1000 
was given by Jonathan Bloomfield, administrator of 
his estate, and said bond was recorded in Liber 35 
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of Wills, page 199; sworn at New Brunswick, Middle- 
sex County, New Jersey, November 7, 1795. There 
is now no record to be found of the inventory of this 
estate “exhibited in the Prerogative office at Bur- 
lington,” and no record of any decree of distribution 
or discharge of the adminstrator. 

Catherine, daughter of Adolph Jonas, was married 
to Jonathan Clark, September 14, 1800. They had 
fourteen children. he the spring of 1809, Jonathan 
and Catherine Clark left Pittsburg and journeyed 
down the Ohio River to the Miami. They located on 
a tract of unimproved Jand in Burler County, Ohio, 
(Section 31 ‘Twp 2) Range 4 E) about thirty miles 
north of Cincinnati. On the tombstone which marks 
their graves in the cemetery at Maquoketa, Iowa, 
the inscriptions read as follows: 


Jonathan Clark, born in New Jersey, September 5, 1776; died 
December 12, 1S yy. 

Catherine, wife of Jonathan Clark, born in New Fersey, January 
If, 1782; died February 16, 1854. 


A curious maze of relationships existed among the 
old families of Elizabethtown. After the death of 
Jacob Winans (father of Benjamin, whose daughter 
Susannah married Aaron Clark) his widow Mary 
(who was the daughter of Joseph Morss) married 
Jonas Wood, planter, of Hhzaberhtown. Jonas Wood, 
whose will was proved April 1, 1745, had five children: 
Samuel; Anna, wife of James Clark; Phebe, wife of 
Ephraim Terrill; Margaret; and Sarah. 

James Clark was one of the witnesses of the will of 
Margaret Marsh, widow of Benjamin. Her will 
(proved February 14, 1747) named six children: 
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Benjamin, Enoch, David, Margaret, Sarah Williams, 
and Mary Clark. Benjamin Marsh, in 1765, was 
made administrator of the estate of Captain Abraham 
Clark. 

Hannah Clark (born, 1735; died, June 6, 1805) a 
cousin of Abraham Clark, the Signer, was married 
three times; first, to John Squier, son of Thomas, 
and they had eight children; second, to — Ross; 
third, on January 4, 1797, to Matthias Hatfield, as 
his third wife. 

Some members of the Abner Hampton family were 
Quakers, although Jonathan Hampton appears as 
one of the vestrymen in the original charter (dated 
July 20, 1762) of St. John’s Episcopal Church. ‘The 
close relationship which existed between the Clark 
and Hampton families began in 1697, when the in- 
ventory of Richard Clark’s estate was made by 
Andrew Hampton. ‘The will of Andrew Hampton, 
proved December 26, 1748, named five children: 
Andrew, Abner, Jacob, Hannah, and Margaret; it 
mentioned the plantation given to the testator by 
his father, Andrew Ilampton, adjoining the lands of 
Thomas Clark and John ‘Terrill. ‘The witnesses were 
Abraham Clark and Jonathan Hampron; the in- 
ventory (C311) was made by Thomas Clark. (Liber 
I, page 233.) 

When the father of Judge Thomas Clark died, 
1711, his widow, Hannah, and Andrew Hampton 
qualified as executors. Therefore, for about ten 
years, until Judge Thomas Clark was of age, Andrew 
Hampton probably had charge of his estate. Jona- 
than Hampton, who died November 1, 1777, was 
originally a surveyor. He was for many years a 
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prominent citizen of Elizabethtown, and in 1768 was 
one of the Judges of Essex County. 

In the year 1726, there was recorded in Essex 
County a conveyance of about fifty acres of land from 
James Hampton to James Clark of Elizabethtown: 


In consideration of love good-will and affection towards my 
son-in-law James Clark of Elizabethtown, yeoman, on ye west 
side of Rahway river beginning at ye mouth of a brook called 
Paper Brook, thence north up said river as ye river runs, 10 
chains; thence west 50 chains; thence south to chains; thence 
sochains, to mouth of said brook; bounded east by said river, north 
by land of said Hampton, west by Silas Pearce; on south, 
part by said brook and part by high-way. Acknowledged May 
17, 1731. (Book B, page 171.) 


The will of Henry Jaques proved January 18, 1750, 
named five children: Samuel, David, Ruth, Henry, 
Moses, all under age, and his wife Rebeccah Rolph. 
He left plantations in Essex and Middlesex Counties, 
New Jersey, and a tract of land in Maryland. The 
following records from the Essex County archives 
and from the Rahway tombstones indicate marriages 
among various connections of the Clark family: 


David Edgar married Hannah Rolph in 1743. 

William Edgar married l-xperience Clarkson, March 30, 1751. 
Catherine Edgar married Abraham Laing, Sept. 27, 1769. 
Jennet Edgar married Jeremiah Randolph, of Woodbridge. 
Sarah Clark married William Miller of lelizabethtown, May 


22, 1796. 


Frances, wife of Randolph Jaques, d. 1815; age 20. 
Zeporah, consort of Moses Jaques, d. Sept. 21, 1809; age 62. 
Moses Jaques, Kisq., d. Jan. 1g, 1816; age 73. 

Elizabeth, widow of Moses Jaques, d. Sept. 2, 1827; age 65. 
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In a deed of conveyance dated May 10, 1707, and 
acknowledged April 7, 1722, before Isaac Whitehead, 
judge of the Court of Common Pleas, Thomas Clark, 
planter, and Hannah, his wife, of Elizabethtown, 
sold for £12 to Isaac Hetfield, boatman of Elizabeth- 
town, 8 acres more or less of land in Elizabethtown: 
bounded northwest by lands of Daniel Ross and 
George Ross, northeast by lands of Benjamin Clark, 
southeast by lands of John Winans, southwest by a 
way. Signed by Thomas Clark; witnessed by Samuel 
Whitehead and Joanna Whitehead. (Book B, page 
33:) 

This ancient deed of 1707, when “good Queen 
Anne” ruled over the American colonies, made be- 
tween ‘Thomas Clark, planter, and Isaac Hetheld, 
boatman, seems to have been the beginning of a 
series of “transactions” or contracts, between the 
members of the Clark and Hetfield families, lasting 
for more than two hundred years. Many of these 
contracts were marriages, the most notable of which 
was that of Sarah, the daughter of a younger Isaac 
Hetfield, to Abraham Clark, the Signer, grandson of 
Thomas Clark, planter. 
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IV 
Chronological Notes Concerning Abraham Clark 


a 15, 1726, Abraham Clark was born 
in the Borough of Elizabeth, Essex Country, New 
Jersey. 

In 1748-49 he was married to Sarah Hetfield, eldest 
daughter of Isaac Hettield, sister of Isaac and Andrew 
Hetfield, first cousin of Mrs. Robert Ogden, the 
mother of General Matthias and Governor Aaron 


Ogden. 


During the years 1738-1750 the names of Judge 
Thomas Clark, (Captain Abraham Clark, and Abra- 
ham Clark, jun’r (the Signer), appear many times in 
the record books of wills and conveyances in Essex 
County. 


In addition to drawing documents, Abraham Clark and his 
father and uncle acted as executors, appraisers, and witnesses 
in connection with the estates of Andrew Hampton; Andrew, 
Jun'r, and Margaret Hampton; Samuel Mills (dividing linds be- 
tween the children); Mary Wood; Joshua Marsh; Benjamin 
Williams; and many others. 


1752-1756. At various times during this period 
Abraham Clark, jun’r, served as Clerk of the General 
Assembly of the State of New Jersey. (“Journal of 
the Provincial Congress;” New Jersey Archives, 
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In 1752 Abra: Clark, jun’r, was for four days in attendance 
as Clerk of the Assembly at Elizabethtown. 


April 25, 1754. Abra: Clark, jun’r, was Clerk of the General 
Assembly, New Jersey. 


“February 24, 1755. Session of the General Assembly begun 
at Elizabethtown. Prevented from meeting at Burlington or 
Perth Amboy by the poor health of Joshua Belcher, Esq’r, 
Governor, Abra: Clark, jun’r, clk.” 


“February 28, 1755. Ordered: That Mr. Reed and Mr. 
Miller do carry to the Council for their concurrence, the Bill 
entitled &e. 2.2. By order of the General Assembly. Abra: 


Clark, jun’r, Clk.” 


“March 1, 1755. Ordered: This house have ayreed to their 
amendment to the said Bill. By order of the House. Abra: 
Clark, jun’r, clk.” 

“December 23, 1755. The House Mett. A message from the 
House of Assembly in the following words: Ordered &e .. . If 
not, that this House purposes to apply to his [xcellency, for at 
Digutsdiod, By order of the House. Abra: Clark, jun’r, Clk.” 


“In 1756, Abra: Clark, jun’r, Clk of the Assembly, received 
pay for 16 days, Lio/12/'8.” 


August 27, 1756. A deed thus d lated, drawn and 
executed by abpghins Clark, Jun’r, is preserved in 
the MS. collection of Haverford College, Pennsyl- 
vania. It reads as follows: 


This Indenture, made this Twenty Seventh Day of August 
in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Seven Ilundred and fitty 
Six by and Between Apranam Criark jun. of the Borough of 
Elizabeth in the County of Essex & Province of Fast New Jersey 
yeoman of the one part, and Samuel Woodruff Esq’r of the same 
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place aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth, that the said Abra- 
ham Clark for & in Consideration of the Sum of Thirty Pounds 
Jersey Money at Fight Shillings the Ounce to him in hand well 
& ‘Truly paid before the Ensealing hereof Hath Granted Bar- 
gained Sold & Conveyed & by these presents Doth Grant Bargain 
Sell & Convey unto him the said Samuel Woodruff his Heirs 
and assigns forever, all that Tract of Land & Premises Lying 
and being in the Borough aforesaid on the South Fast Side of 
the firse Mountain Beginning at a Stake in Range of the Line 
of Thomas Jacob’s Land, and Line of Stephen Vail’s Land and 
from thence Running the same course that said Jacob’s Line 
Runs, being between the North & Northwest, up the Mountain 
to the Lott no, One Hundred and Sixty three laid out in the 
first Division of Lotts West of the first Mountain thence North 
Ieasterly as the said Lott Lays along the Top of the Mountain 
Sixty five Chains on a Straight Line, thence from said Lott 
South East fifteen Chains down the said Mountain thence 
South Westerly on a Direct Line to the Norrhernmost Corner of 
said Stephen Vail’s Land, thence with said Vail’s Line South 
Westerly to the first mentioned place of Beginning Containing 
by Estimation Fifty Acres of Land—Bounded South Mast, part 
by the Land of said Stephen Vail, South West by said Thomas 
Jacobs Land and North West by the aforesaid Division of Lotts, 
‘Vogether also with all the Mines Minerals Ore, and all Other 
appurtenances be oy 4 And the said Abraham Clark and his I leirs 
and assigns Against the Lawful Claim & Demand of all Persons 
Whatsoev er, shall and will Warrant and forever Defend by 
Virtue of these Presents. 


In Witness whereof the said Abraham Clark hath herunto 
Sert his Hand and Seal the Day & year first above Written, 
Sealed & Delvered In the 
Presence of Abra: Chark jun'r 
Pau. KLEINHOFF 
Joseru Jene 


In 1764, Abraham Clark was appointed by the 
legislative body of the State of New Jersey one of 
the commissioners to survey and divide the common 
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lands of the old township of Bergen. (“Hudson 
County Land Titles” by Charles Winfield.) 


February 16, 1764. In a letter resigning the 
guardianship of James Frazee, Abraham Clark wrote: 


Saturday Morning February 16th 1764. 

Sir: T was this day informed by the Neighbours that James 
Frazee had behaved himself very indecent at School, and had 
taken away his book, and upon inquiring after him hear that 
he went to your House this morning—his behaviour is such 
that I cannot dispence with it,—I have trouble enough with 
his plantation and with Higgins without being plagued with 
him; if he is at your house you may recommend some person 
to take the Care of him for the future, for I am determined to 
have no more Concern with him or his plantation. And as the 
Governor wil] be at Amboy next week | would have some person 
apply to him for that purpose, as I intend to resign. 1 shall set 
off for Amboy on Tuesday morning life and health permitting. 
I Send a Petition which must be Signed by James and the per- 
son’s name inserted that he Chuses and the person so Chose can 
carry it & get the Letters. 

I am determined in my Resolution & expect something will 
be done in a few days. 

Sir Yours &c, 
Abra. Crakk, Jun'r 

(Letter in the Secretary of State’s Office at Trenton, New 

Jersey.) 


A fragment of a legal document, dated July 26, 
1765, executed by Abraham Clark, is in the MS. 
collection of the New York Public Library. It reads: 


Pursuant to the Within Writ. I have taken goods of the 
Defendants to the Amount of Twenty pounds which remain 
unsold for want of Buyers, being all the goods that came to my 
knowledge. 

ABRA: CLARK jun’r 


July 26, 1765. 
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A deed dated September 13, 1765, entirely in the 
handwriting of Abraham Clark, is preserved in the 
MS. collection of Haverford College, Pennsylvania. 
By this deed Abner Hampton conveys certain salt 
meadow lands to John Clawson. Acknowledgment 
was made July 31, 1772, before Jonathan Irazee, one 
of his Majesty’s Judges of the Inferior Court of 
Common Pleas. 


November 25, 1766, Abraham Clark, Esq’r, High 
Sheriff of the Free Borough and town of Elizabeth, 
conveyed lands to Benjamin Scudder; witnesses, 
John Oliver and Jeremiah Clark. (Recorded in Book 
1, page 186.) 


In 1766 Abraham Clark was one of the commis- 
sioners appointed to survey and construct a road 
from Newark to Trenton. The funds were raised 
from the sale of lottery tickets in accordance with 
the plan set forth in the following advertisement, 
which appeared in the weekly newspapers: 


Province oF New JERSEY, 
December 3, 1766. 

Whereas a law was passed in New Jersey on the 20th of 
Jone, 1765, appointing commissioners to run out straight public 
roads through said Province between New York and Philadel- 
phia, and empowering them to raise a sum of money by a public 
Lottery, not exceeding £500 towards defraying the charge 
thereof; accordingly a Lottery was thereupon after set on vot, 
but from the Troubled State of Affairs at that Time occasioned 
by the Stamp Act, the proceedings of the said Lottery were 
delayed; but as it is apprehended that the salutory Purpose 
might now be effected the Managers therein appointed have 
thought fit for that end to revise the following scheme of a 
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Lottery to consist of 2222 Tickets, at Four Dollars each, 662 
of which are to be fortunate as follows: [then appear lists of 
prizes]. 

The fortunate numbers are to be printed in the New York 
and Philadelphia papers as soon as possible after the Drawing 
which will be directed by the following Committees: .. . 
Abranam Crark, jun’r and Ernraim Terris of llizabethtown 
are likewise appointed Managers and Commissioners for the 
Road leading from Newark and Elizabethtown to Trenton and 
Borden Town. 

The Shortening and improving the Public Roads through 

this Province will be a great advantage to the commercial inter- 
ests and a general convenience to the Inhabitants thereof as 
well as an advantage to the neighbouring Provinces, particularly 
to Pennsylvania and New York, and as itis the first thing of 
the Kind that has been attempted on the Continent, it is not 
doubted but every public spirited Person in this as well as the 
neighbouring Provinces will generously contribute to an under- 
tuking tending so greatly to the advantage and case of men of 
Business and Pleasure as it is judged that the Distance between 
New York and Philadelphia will be shortened twelve or fifteen 
miles and the Roads all made more passable and convenient 
for Travellers in the winter Season than they are at Presene. 

Tickets to be had of Danicl Jélhs of Bordentown, Daniel 
Coxe of Trenton, James Parker of Perth Amboy, Abeanam 
Cian, jun’r of blizabeth Town, and of all the other Managers 
in Jersey at their Respective Dwellings. 


The activities of the time were largely tinged by 
lotteries. ‘The important enterprises of ne: irly every 
Colony had been promoted and financed with money 
acquired from the sale of lottery tickets. Duri ing and 
following the war, there was a wide-spread mania for 
lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets to raise 
money for public utilities was legalized by statute 
in the several States. Therefore Abraham Clark’s 
participation in the sale of lottery tickets for the 
purpose of securing funds for road-building was at 
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that time considered both commendable and public- 
spirited. 

In 17y2 the Court House at Elizabethtown was rebuilt with 
money realized from the sale of lottery tickets. The operation 
of the first spinning-jenny made in the United States was 
financed in Massachusetts with funds drawn in a lottery, and 
the article of Jay’s treaty which forbade the export of cotton 
for twenty-five years was In consequence bitterly opposed, says 
John Bach MeMaster in his ‘ ‘History of the People of the 
United States.” There being a scarcity of money in Vermont, 
Jottery uckets were sold for two bushels of wheat each. This 
was in December 1788. The lottery came to be resorted to for 
raising money for every conceivable purpose: Mor enlarging the 
City Hall for the use of hg at New York; to build a new 
City Hall in Philadelphia; to build bridges, ‘bulkihies ads, and 
woolen mills; to pave Ce i to lift the debts from churches to 
increase library facilities, as at Harvard. 


January 13, 1767. Inquisition taken at the dwell- 
ing-house of James Banks, at Newark, in the County 
of Essex, before Abraham Clark, Esq., High Sheriff 
of the County of Essex: 


Josiah Crane and others upon their Oaths do say that Abraham 
Lott and Isaac Low in the writ of Inquiry hereunto annexed 
have sustained Damages in the sum of One Hundred and Twenty 
four Pounds three Shillings and Bleven Pence Current money 
of New Jersey at eight Shillings the Ounce. 2. 2 “Vhe Jurors 
afsd have hereunto see their Hands & seals the Day & Yeur atsd. 


Jostuh Crane Joseph Smith 

Sam Huntington Jabez Harrison 
Samuel Hayes John Dooly 
Hzekiel Ball George Wells 
Josiah Potter Joseph Z. Williams 
Abraham Meeker John Williams 


Asra: CLarRK 
(MS. Collection of Louis Bamberger, Esq., Newark, New 
Jersey.) 
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On March 21, 1768, the name of Abraham Clark 
appeared in the New York Gazette 8 Meekly Mercury, 
which advertised as follows: 


“A tract of 2000 acres of lands for sale in Morris County, 
15 miles from Newark, 23 miles from New York... . For 
further particulars enquire of Jolin Berrian, Fsq'r, near Prince- 
town, Jonathan Hampton and Aneananm Cr ARK jun’r, Msq’r, 
ner ‘Elizabethtown, or the Owner in New York. (New Jertey 
Archives, XXVI, pave go.) 


In a deed dated January 18, 1769, “Abraham 
Clark, Esq’r, Sheriff of the l*'ree Borough & ‘Vown of 
Elizabeth of the one part,” ... recites that 


“The said AnrawamM Crarx then and as yet Sheriff of said 
Rorough . . . did on the Sixteenth day of May last past, ex- 
pose to sale by way of public Vendue the aforesaid elght-and- 
fortieth part of a Tract of Land & Copper Mine in partnership 
with said Samuel Woodruff, Robert Ogden, Stephen Crane, and 
Others, which was then and there purchased by the said Samuel 
Woodruff... and before he payed the Consideration money 
or took a Deed for the same departed this life... and the said 
Benjamin Woodruff being his eldest son and Heir, on whom his 
said fathers purchase, by his decease as afores'd, devolved” 
... etc. (MS, Collection of Haverford College, Pennsylvania.) 


The foregoing deed in the handwriting of Abraham 
Clark shows the character of the work involved in 
the execution of his duties as High Sheriff, [t was an 
ofice much sought after. Many men were not so 

capable of filling 1 it as Abraham Clark. His knowledge 
of the law, of conveyancing, and of surveying, well 
fitted him for the exigencies of this. exacting 
office. Probably the emoluments were not small, as 
incomes were rated in those days. The office of High 


[ 130 ] 


ABRAHAM CLARK 


Sheriff of Hunterdon County has been spoken of in 
the contemporaneous press as “a lucrative office 
producing about £600 in fees.” Probably in Essex 
County the fees amounted to about the same figures. 

In December, 1774, Abraham Clark was a member 
of the Committee of Safety, and subsequently the 
Secretary. (“History of Union & Middlesex Counties, 
New Jersey,” Phila. 1882; Llatfield’s “Elizabeth,” 
page 430.) 


May 23, 1775. The Provincial Congress of New 
Jersey met at Trenton. Elizabethtown was repre- 
sented by Abraham Clark, Flias Boudinot, John 
Chetwood, William = Peartree Smith, and John 
Stites. 

Among the many duties which devolved upon 
Abraham Clark at this time was the task of provid- 
ing gunpowder at the various points where it would 
be most needed. In a letter preserved in the Emmet 
Collection of the New York Public Library, dated 
Elizabethtown, June 8, 1775, he says: 


Str: 2... The Quarter Cask of Powder now sent you I 
got at New Brunswick & the 2 half Barrels containing ros Tbs. 
1 gor at Woudbridge—tor each of which T gave ree’e that I 
rec'd them to be forwarded to the Provincial Camp near Boston 
Agreeable to a requisition from thence— There was no more 
to be Obtained, they had sold the most of their stores to the 
inhabitants. You’l be so kind as to send a rec’t of the same 
Tenor of those I gave that [ may show them the Stores are 
forwarded agreeable to my promise. 

I am Sir Your Humble Serv’t, 


AsprRa: CLARK 
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In a letter dated Flizabethtown, Mareh 1¢, 1774, 
Abraham Clark again tells of the ditheulty of secur. 
ing powder. He says: 


Dear Sir, You no daub lave had News af New York [ex 
pecting the King’s Troops there, Jord Sertiiw yesterday sent 
to our Committee for the militia ta march there tamed Hately y, 
We ans'd we lund no powder te send ther, & besides our senate it y 
of Arms &c and our own exposediess would not suffer in, “Thins 
afternoon an Ixpress, | wie infurtned, came ayain with some 
request from ‘oe N. York Conyress, but J wits s teed Pdi 
not go to meet them. | fear these reports will acesston a Meeting 
of Congress or Committee of Safery, and § fed urrerly unable 
to attend so far. Lomade a bed bargain undertaking co copy 
Minutes we. Vhaet with other continued Cull. lave worried me 
GUE. oa 

There is no Powder to be had at New York, Mer, 
hath engaged one Ton ar Phil’a which Mr, Mlaneclae 
aad d dese 
will be ready sanvd tw pay fur 1, r kets tot the 
our Necessity clus way at this Vime requires our getting if ee 

any Price. Mr. J Avingstot obtuined ie af Comptes y dnd wrote 
tu me that J might send For at and uae it bruweder t $liza one ae 
te 5 ithe Co 
[ am Sur, Mist Adfeotionately: Yours 








of his Company is going for in the an 











I suppose it rust he distribu 


Nee ee 





March 29, 1776. Abraham Clark, from his home, 
Elz aie bad addressed a letter to Samuel Tucker, 
President of the Committee of Safety at Trenton, 
protesting against the drafting of Jersexmen for duty 
in New York. He wrote as follows: 








Last night [ saw ene ———— letter tu draft the Militia 
to gry fe New York bby your i it J wrote the President ats 
mtorr int res spree tinny ie itexpedioney wi such a Meiusure, new 
we are ck Etats s aud an Continued Manger. er 1 your 
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Committee can order such drafts, and Arms impressed without 
an order of Congress, | know no use of a Congress, and a more 
arbitrary step you'll think can hardly be taken. I think we 
ought to guard against every step depriving us of Constitutional 
Liberty. [ hope you'll remember the Minute men voluntarily 
enlisted, and we never before presumed to force men out of the 
Province against their Wills—and besides I expeet they will not 
obey such a mandate. If you can carry them by force to N,. 
York you may also carry them to Canada by the same power 
... df any go let them be Volunteers only-—this hath always 
been our custom before. But if all the Congresses upon the 
Continent required us to disarm ourselves at present, unless we 
are deemed Dangerous to Liberty, 1 would not Obey. 
Iam, Gentlemen, Your distressed Hum. Serv’t 
Abra: CLARK 


A certificate signed by Abraham Clark, in the MS. 
collection of the New York Public Library, reads as 
follows: 


New Brunswick April 2oth, 1776. 
These are to Certify that Lewis Ocprn hath attended as a 

Member in the Provincial Congress & Committee of Sufety at 
the Sessions in October, & February last, & the present Sessions, 
fifty eight Days, for which he is entitled to receive the Sum of 
Seventeen pounds & eight shillings Prov'l from either of the 
‘Treasurers of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey. 

Jous Elarr 

Aprar Ciuark 


June 22, 1776. Abraham Clark was elected a 
delegate to the Second Continental Congress, then 
sitting at Philadelphia. (Minutes of the New Jersey 
Provincial Congress.) 

From the autobiographical statement of John Adams, and 
from Abraham Clark's letter, it would appear that the members 


of the New Jersey delegation were in attendance and athxed 
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their names to the Declaration probably on July 2, 1776. Con- 
gress adjourned December 12, 1776. (See Burnett’s “Letters of 
Members of the Continental Congress,” Vol. I, pages hi, 
522, §23-) 

There is no mention of the date of Abraham Clark’s arrival 
in the “Journals of Congress” for 1776. Bur we find on pase 7 
of the Hatfield MS. (in possession of the New York Historical 
Society) the statement that “Abraham Clark on June 28, 19776, 
entered on his duties as a delegate to the Continental Congress.” 
The author of the Hatfield MS. secured the data for his biogra- 
phical sketches largely from personal and family letters, many 
of which are now in the hands of private collectors and not im- 
mediately available. There is no reason to doubt that Abraham 
Clark and Irancis Hopkinson were both in Philadelphia in at- 
tendance at the session of the Continental Congress on June 
28—the day the draft of the Declaration of Independence was 
submitted to the Congress. 


In a letter dated July 14, 1776, from Elizabeth- 
town, Abraham Clark again wrote to his friend 


Colonel Elias Dayton, stationed at German Flats, 
New York 


I continued at Philadelphia till Thursday last when J re- 
turned home... . Our Declaration of Independence I dare 
say you have seen—a few weeks will probably determine our 
fate—perfeet freedom, or Absolute Shivery—to some of us 
freedom or a halter... . Soon after going to Congress at 
Philadelphia we had news of Gen’! Hlowe’s arrival at Sandy- 
hook, and a few days after of his landing on Staten Island, and 
surrounding it with his forees—From = your feeling for your 
Town and Family when you first received this News, you can 
form some judgment of mine, tho’ I was much nearer to them— 
I expected nothing less from this event than [lizt’ ‘Town, long 
obnoxious to the ‘nemy, would be laid in Ashes, and ieee, 
had they come over they would have met with no Opposition, 
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as our Militia a few days before had marched to New York by 
request of the Gen'l. .. . 
Most affectionately Yours, 
Abra: Clark 
(Emmet Collection, New York Public Library.) 


Colonel Dayton’s reply, dated Iort Stanwix, July 
20, 1776, is characteristic of the soldier. Jt shows that 
even the ardent patriots in the Colonies were not all 
of one mind in regard to the wisdom of breaking away 
from Great Britain at this time—a step they knew 
would inevitably precipitate a bitter war. Colonel 
Dayton says: 


“PForr Sranwix. 

“My Dear Frienp: Friday 13th instant | marched from 
the German Flats for this place where | arrived safe the 16th 
with all the Boats and Ten pieces of Cannon sent me by General 
Schuyler to secure this (since the retreat of our army) very 
important post... . You tell me you hear our Regiment well 
spoken off which Tam happy to hear. We have some good 
officers. Major Barber is worth his weight in gold to this Con- 
tinent. Officers and men seem pleased with the declaration of 
{ndependency. For my part 1 must confess 1 should have re- 
joiced at a reconciliation with our old) friends and) brothers 
upon honorable terms for many reasons. yours of 26 June tells 
me of you and Mrs. Dayton taking your pleasures touether at 
Whieh PE find no file at present as by what she writes me since, 
I tind you did) noe please her so but she chinks ot me yer. | 
think in ‘Ten days we shall be so fortetyed here as to have 
nothing to fear from an Enemy lspetially if 1 get orders to 
stop wood Creek which will effectually prevent their bringing 
any Cannon, 

“YT beg to hear from you by every Opportunity espetially at 
this troublesome time—l think I now have the command of 
one of the best Regiments in the service who all wish to be 
more immediately imployed in defending the place of their 
birth... . If we are continued here our men will perish with 
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cold unless we are supplied with shoes, stockings, shirts, waist- 
coats, &cC—At present we are badly paid & I fear we soon shall 
have great disturbances on that head. We have not received 
one month’s pay since we Jeft New York—it astonishes me the 
Congress attend so little to paying the forces as | am told want 
of pay is a general complaint: T had like to forgot to con- 
gratilate you on your late appointment to be one of their high 
Mightinesses which I now do most heartily & out of pure respect 
you may see I have wrote on gilt paper, As you are now one 
of the Chiefs of the free & Independent States of America please 
In your next to inform me how | must direct to you whether by 
giving you the Title of High Mightiness, or what else you would 
choose.” (Emmet Collection, New York Public Library.) 


Fort Stanwix was named in honor of General John 
Stanwix, who commanded the British troops; he con- 
structed the fort, in 1758, for the Indians who ad- 
hered to the English forces. General Schuyler, of the 
American army, succeeded in relieving this fort from 
capture in August, 1777, after which its name was 
changed to Fort Schuyler. It was at Fort Stanwix 
in 1768 that the Six Nations, in consideration of 
$50,000, ceded to the British commander their hunt- 
ing- arounds south of the Ohio River. Fort Stanwix 
stoud where now is situated the city of Rome, New 


York. 


Major Barber, referred to by Colonel Dayton, was one of the 
most brilliant young officers in the service. The New Jersey 
historian, William Nelson, tells of Colonel Barber’s tragic death 
when only thirty-two years of age, after having served during 
the whole period of the war. He was twice married, both times 
tu cousins of the Abraham Clark family. Beloved of all who 
knew him, he soon became a favorite with General Washington. 
The day on which the Commander-in-Chief intended to an- 
nounce peace to the army—January 11, 1783—a number of the 
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officers with their families were invited to dine with him; among 
others Colonel Barber and his wife. 

While on duty as officer of the day—acting in place of a 
friend-—Colonel Barber passed by the edge of a wood where 
soldiers were felling trees; a tree crashed down suddenly, and 
Colonel Barber and his horse were instantly killed. 


Apparently Abraham Clark’s sojourn at his home 
was a short one—he returned almost immediately to 
Philadelphia to his seat in Congress. Following is an 
extract from another letter to Colonel Dayton, dated 
Philadelphia, August 6, 1776: 


‘ 

“TL most gratefully accept your congratulation on account of 
my appointment. Believe me, my dear friend, | am not in a 
place of my own choosing. [| had much rather take an active 
part in our own State; 1 think I could have been more useful to 
my country there... . Besides, I have found my health much 
interrupted, pent up in a close town, deprived of wir and exer- 
cise, and excessive heat from the reflection of the sun on the 
buildings and pavements. Excepting my health, | am as agree- 
ably situated as I could expect. Dr. Witherspoon, Mr. Hart, 
and myself quarter tovether, and endeavor to make our lives 
as agreeable as possible.” 

(This letter was printed in Peter Force’s “American Archives,” 
Series 5, Vol. I, page 786.) 


Abraham Clark was an active member of the Third 
Continental Congress, which convened December 20, 
1776, at Baltimore; adjourned March 4, 1777. 

The Fourth Continental Congress met March 4, 
1777, at Philadelphia; adjourned September 18, 1777. 

The Vifth Continental Congress met September 
18, 1777, at Lancaster, Pennsylvania; adjourned 
after one day’s session. 
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The Sixth Continental Congress met September 

30, 1777, at York, Pennsylvania; adjourned June 27, 
1778. 

During this period of two years from the date of 
his first election to the Continental Congress, Abra- 
ham Clark was in constant attendance. It is, how- 
ever, reported in the “Journals of Congress” (page 
267) that on April 14, 1777, Abraham Clark, upon 
his application, obtained a leave of absence to visit 
his family. 


In a letter dated Philadelphia, June 18, 1777, 
Abraham Clark took occasion to express his views 
about the advisability of a more vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the war, as follows: 


“As matters are now Circumstanced T fear we shall have an 


Idle Summer—fighting is at the Time Necessary to keep up the 
Spirit of the Forces—without it our Militia will be dispirited 
and not easily called oue at another Time... . 1 take no 


pleasure in pledging blood, but at the time | think a little of 
it is requisite—inactivity, if practised will ruin our Army if not 
our Cause—we have many Spirited officers who I dare say wish 
for an opportunity to signalize themselves and 1] wish their 
ardour may not be suffered to cool.” (MS. collection of [aver- 
ford College, Pennsylvania.) 


In a letter dated York Town, December 20, 1777, 
addressed to Major General Lord Stirling, who had 
fought with General Washington on the Brandywine, 
Abraham Clark in a few words quite succinctly sums 
up the situation with regard to our foreign relations. 
These are his views expressed as a member of the 
Congress, then sitting at York: 
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“We also must depend upon our own forces, relying upon the 
blessing of Heaven for success, Vrance and Spain appear to 
have something important in view by sending troops to the 
West Indies, but their designs are wholly unknown to us, and 
perhaps undetermined by them... . Many have Jong de- 
pended apon the interference of France in our favour; they 
indeed supply us with many necessaries, but no certain prospect 
opens of their declaring war, Their timid court are unable to 
shake off a Dread of Great Britain; they wish us well, buc dare 
not openly espouse our Cause. Spin is so entirely taken up 
with her Portugal affairs that she has almost forgotten us. 
Austria, Prussia, and Russia are all seeking their own interest 
and Meditating a Division of the Turkish Dominion, and but 
little regard the Dispute between us and Great Britain. Our 
Ienemy is busy in supplicating Supplies from Germany... .” 
(MS. Collection of the Pennsylvania Historical Society.) 


Again addressing Lord Stirling, Abraham Clark 
wrote from his seat in the Continental Congress re- 
garding the unwarranted promotion of an unworthy 
officer: 


York Town, January rth, 1778. 

My Lorp: 

. . +. Had ———’s letter to General Washington been be- 
fore them, Congress would have probably acted otherwise. 
Dissensions among the officers of the army must be very in- 
jurious to the public interest. T cannot say whit Congress will 
do... The authority and credit of the Commander-in-Chief 
must be supported... . As the reduction of the battalions is 
become necessary a Committee of Congress and three of the 
Board of War are going to the army for that purpose. It is 
said many good officers are weary of the service, and wish to 
resign, unless they are put on a permanent establishment. ‘That 
they are weary and wish for ease, I do not wonder; but who 
bat are either in the civil or military department is not weary, 
and do not wish for retirement? The service in every part is 
severe. Congress sit night and day, taking little rest. Must we 
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all therefore resign? This is no time to talk of ease and retire- 
ment; Jet us first establish our liberties—our desires of ease will 
then be obtained. ... We all engayed, I hope, on patriotic 
principles; may the same, separate from every lucrative and 
ambitious view, carry us through this contest! (Duer’s “Life 
of Lord Stirling.’’) 


The following advertisement, which appeared in 
a weekly newspaper on April 27, 1778, shows that 
Abraham Clark did not neglect the affairs of his 
farm even while he was a member of Congress. 


Stolen from the subscriber, near Mlizabethtown, New Jersey, 
on the night of the 24th inst. two Horses: one a large brown, 
six years old, well made, trots and canters; he hath a remarkable 
scar on the buttocks, six or eight inches in length across the 
root of his tail. The other a black horse, with a star in his 
forehead, four years old, is middling large, but low in flesh, 
his head large, his tail long, with white hairs in it; he trots 
mostly and paces some. A reasonable compensation for securing 
or returning said horses, or either of them, will be made by 
ApranuamM Crark. (New Jersey Archives 11, Vol. 11, page 215.) 


In August, 1779, Abraham Clark, while he was 
not in Congress, wrote concerning the sufferings of 
patriot soldiers in British prisons, the letter being 
intended to be laid before the Commander-in-chief, 
General Washington. It was addressed “To the 
Delegates of the State of New Jersey, for Tis lxcel- 
Jlency Gen'l Washington,” and reads as follows: 

EvizanerHrown, Angust 9th, 1779. 

GentLeEMEN: There is now confined in the Provost in New 
York Captain Nathan’) Randolph of this State taken Prisoner 
some time last Winter, who hath been constantly in the Provost 
since taken, and no possible means appears to obtiin his cis- 
charge but by Colo’ Billop, now a Prisoner on Parole in this 
State, taken some short time ago by a small Party of Con- 
tinental forces stationed as a guard at Woodbridge. It must 
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be remembered that Mr. Randolph, after enduring a long con- 
finement and severe treatment in Captivity, upon obtaining a 
Release acted as a Partisan with a small Party on our Lines 
without any commission or Emolument from Conyress or pay 
from this State, and was with not more than a dozen Men of 
more service in guarding our Stores than any Fifty Men ever 
employed. for that purpose. This rendered him exceeding ob- 
noxious to the Enemy. While thus employed he took Colo. 
Baillup Prisoner, who Mr. Randolph said he intended to keep 
for his own Ransom in case he fell into the Enemies’ hands, 
which from his dangerous Enterprise appeared probable enough 
to happen; But as we then had no State Commissary Mr. 
Billop was exchanged by the Continental Commission for a 
Colonel of the Pennsylvania Forces; and Mr. Randolph last 
winter had the Misfortune for the second time to fall into the 
knemy’s hands, where he remains as above related. His spirits 
are now greatly ‘deptessed; he thinks himself neglected, observing 
that he had brought upon himself the implac: thle resentment of 
his enemies before he had secured the Mriends hip of his country. 
He remembers that Colo. Billop was once his Prisoner, taken 
at his own expense and disposed of by the Continental Com- 
missioners, and that Mr. Billop is now in our Power, and his 
former exchange being considered as a Loan te the Continent, 
the debt can now be paid exactly in kind and value. Mr. Billop 
says the Enemy will not exchange Mr. Randolph for him, and 
there is no doubt but the nemy will part with him very un- 
willingly; they have hitherto refused any proposed exchange; 
but all who know Colo. Billop, his Rank, Connections, and 
Interest with them, will readily believe that in exse he is given 
up to the Pormene to be tre ated in the sume mutnner Mr, Ran- 
dalph it is, the exchange may soon be ctfected. It is not a little 
mortifying that Colo. Billop should be admitted to his Parole 
to live with his Brother in Jersey enjoying every Comfort pos- 
sible but that of perfect Liberty, while Mr. Randolph and many 
others with the Enemy are suffering close imprisonment. 


You will be pleased to lay this matrer before Congress in 
hopes of obtaining an order for the proposed exchange, as Mr. 
Bairy will not otherwise agree to it; and that until the same is 
effected Mr. Billop be treated similar to Mr. Randolph. There 


[141] 


ABRAHAM CLARKE 


appears such evident justice in the request, that I flatter myself 
it will be as readily granted as apie and indeed it is the only 
visible means of obtaining Mr. Rand tt)’. 2 Gharge. A speedy 
determination is Necessary; @t dias ieee as fatal te Mr. 
Randolph as a denial in case the lutnd ‘Lin the meantime should 
be otherwise exchanged. 
I am Gentlemen your abd’t Humble Serv’: 
Ara: Clark 
(From the Division of MSS., Library of Congress.) 


During the years 1780 to 1783, Abraham Clark 
was again a member of the Continental Congress, 
and spent a great part of his time in Philadelphia, 
which was then the seat of Congress. On the Con- 
gress Roll of 1780 he was designated “a County 
Surveyor.” His appointment was thus chronicled 
in the New Jersey Gazefte (Vol. III, No. 114): 

“Trenvon, March 1, 1780. 

“At the sitting of the Legislature at Mountholly, Abraham 
Clark, Esq’r, was appointed a Representative in Congress for 
this State in the room of Dr. Thos. Henderson, who declined 
taking his seat.” 


In addition to the reports of his attendance at 
the Sessions of Congress, which appear in_ the 
“Journals of Congress” (edited by Worthington C. 
Tord, 1906), Abraham Clark’s sojourn in Philadel- 
phia is shown by the following letters: 


PuiapEnraia, June 6, 1780. 

To Robert Ogden Jun’r Esquire, Judge of Probate or Surro- 
gate in New Jersey. 

Sir: My Business obliges me to decline accepting the Ad- 
ministration of the Estate of Isaac Winans deceased. I do there- 
fore desire that his son Moses or such other person as he may 
name may obtain Letters for that purpose. 

Lam Str Your Humble Serv’t 
Abra: CLARK 
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PuHirapetpHia, July rrth, 1780 
Mapam: The Station you fill in the benevolent Society of 
Ladies in New Jersey formed for Obtaining speedy supplies for 
the Army, induces the Medical Committee of Congress to ad- 
dress you in behalf of the sick and wounded officers cund soldiers 
now in the hospital at or near Baskingridge,most of whom were 
wounded in the late engagements at Springfield; By an express 
from thence sent on purpose to communicite their wants, we 
are informed they are wholly destitute of bandages and Lint 
for dressings; this is truly distressing that such articles should 
be wanted in a Country where there must he a plenty (except 
near the Army), but the Committce have not been able of late 
to procure these small but necessary Articles, and are now 
Obliged to call for your aid in this business; would the Ladies 
consent to exercise a part of their generosity in this way it will 
be of essential service. The Committee are persuaded no Argu- 
ments need be used on this pressing Occasion, Your Ifumaniry 
for distressed Objects, and known Zeal for our common Cause, 

will immediately Accomplish all that is wished on this head. 


[ am, Madam, Your Obed’t Hum’le Servy’t 
(in behalf & by order of the Committee) 
ABRA: CLARK. 


(MS. Letter to Mrs. Turman in the possession of The Henry 
FE. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, San Gabriel, Calif 
ornia.) 


May 24, 1781. From Princeton, Abraham Clark 
wrote to Hon. John Stevens, Chairman of the Joint 
Meeting: 


Sir: My long and steady attendance in Congress, for sixteen 
months past, makes it necessary, for a relaxation of my mind 
and restoration of my health, that I retire for some time at 
least, and if agreeable to the legislature I wish it may be to the 
end of my present Delegation, and that my resignation may 
be accepted, which this is intended to solicit. (“New Jersey 
Revolutionary Correspondence,” page 279.) 
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While Congress was sitting at Baltimore, in Feb- 
ruary, 1777, Abraham Clark addressed a letter to 
John Hart, then Speaker of the Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey at Haddonfield, stating that 
Congress would probably soon move from Baltimore 
to Lancaster on account of the high cost of living at 
Baltimore; and among other things he mentioned 
that “the price of board without any liquor is a 
dollar a day, and horse keeping four shillings.” 
From Philadelphia, on October 2, 1781, he wrote to 
his friend James Caldwell in a similar strain. Tle 
says: 

“We are now represented by three members. Mr. Elmer 
came yesterday, but we are all perplexed to know how to live 
upon our paper pay, which is exchanged here at 2!3 for one, 
with the loss of all the interest, by which we get less than one 


dollar for twenty shillings.” (MS, Collection of the Pennsyl- 
vania Historical Society.) 


In a letter dated Philadelphia, October 16, 1781, 
Abraham Clark wrote to Colonel Dayton: 


“T expect to leave this town next month free from every 
public charge, as my Delegation will expire, and my long con- 
tinuance will excuse if not exclude me from the next choice.” 
(MS. Collection of the Pennsylvamia [listorical Society.) 


But the following year Abraham Clark was again 
elected to the Continental Congress, in spite of his 
expressed determination to retire from public life. 
In a letter dated Philadelphia, July 29, 1782, he 
wrote to Colonel Dayton: 

“Congress is endeavoring to wipe off every unnecessary ex- 
pense both in the Army and Civil Department —a work attended 
with great difficulty. The want of money embarrasses every 
department.” (MS. collection of Harvard College Library.) 
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November 1, 1782. “The instructions of the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey were addressed to the Hon. 
Elias Boudinot, John Witherspoon, Abraham Clark, 
Silas Condict, and Jonathan Elmer, esquires, File 
gates representing this State in the Congress of the 
United States.” (klhot’s Debates, page 9g.) At 
about this date, James Madison--who had = taken 
his seat in the Continental Congress in) March, 
1780—began to keep a detailed diary y of the debates. 
This detailed ere of the debates he continued 
until June 21, 1783, when the Congress removed 
from P hiladel shia: to Princeton. Although this report 
of the debates of Congress is much condensed on 
certain topics, it is possible to secure from ‘The 
Madison Papers” some idea of Abraham Clark's 
activity during the period covered by Madison’s 
diary. 


Thursday, March 27, 1783. Abraham Clark's remarks were 
relative to the expenses incurred by the States withour the 
sanction of the Congress. “Mr. Clark exchtmed avainst the 
unreasoniableness of burdening the Union with all the extraor- 
dinary expenditures of particular States, and moved that it 
might be struck from the report.” 


Wednesday, April g, 1783.0 Mr. Clark wished Congress to 
define the western limits of the States. 


May 20, 1783. Mr. Clark was in favor of Congress moving 
to discharue ll prisoners of war without further deli Vv OF red 
tape. 

June 10, 1783. Mr. Clark informed Congress that the dele- 
gation from New Jersey, being fettered with instructions, must 
communicate the plan for the cession of Virginia to their con- 
stituents. Furthermore, the “thinness of Congress” was in his 
opinion a sufficient cause for delay. 

I 


[145] 


ABRAHAM CLARK 


November 6, 1786, the Thirteenth Continental 
Congress convened at New York, where it sat until 
the adjournment, October 30, 1787. Abraham Clark 
was again a member, (During the years 1784 to 
1786 he had served as a Representative in the State 
Legislature of New Jersey.) James Madison, being 
again a member of the Continental Congress, re- 
sumed his diary, or report of the Debates, during 
February, 1787. On May 2 this diary was discon- 
tinued when he left New York to take up his duties 
as a delegate to the Convention in Philadelphia 
which framed the Federal Constitution. In ‘‘The 
Madison Papers” are found the following reports: 


Tuesday, March 13, 1787. Mr. Clark having lately moved to 
have the military stores at Springfield removed to some place 
of greater security, the matter was referred to the Secretary of 
War. (Only eight States were represented in the Congress.) 


March 30, 1787. Abraham Clark acceded to the idea of delay 
on the subject of the admission of Phineas Bond as British 
Consul for the Middle States. Mr. Clark said that he had been 
at first puzzled how to vote; now, however, all hopes of a com- 
mercial treaty with Great Britain having vanished, he would 
vote to take no action. 


Wednesday, April 18, 1787. Abraham Clark took an active 
part in the heated discussions regarding the suspension of the 
right of the United States to the common use of the Mississippi 
River below their southern boundary. (Considering the serious- 
ness of the questions involved, and the fact that our decision 
would inevitably embroil us with Spain, the course of Abraham 
Clark in pleading the ‘thinness of Congress” to avoid doing 
anything in the matter, was a wise one, Only seven States 
were then present in Congress; the slim attendance no doubt 
was due to the intention of members to attend the Constitutional 
Convention soon to meet in Philadelphia.) 
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February 24, 1787. A letter from Abraham Clark, 
dated New York, to James Mott, Esq., at Trenton, 
is in the MS. collection of the New York Public 
Library. It reads as follows: 

Feb'ry 24, 1787. 

Sir: When I wrote to you I expected the County Collector 
of Essex had public money in his hands which [| would draw 
as I had purpose; but finding he hath paid all into the Treasury 
I have no prospect remaining of getting any of him, and as I 
am at the expense of sending to the Treasury it is necessary 
that I receive my Account forwarded, otherwise this Expense 
would be frequently renewed. I hope therefore the bearer will 
be answered, as ] am now at a stand, having spent nearly all 
the sum now called for, in my attendance at N. York. 

I am Sir Your Hum'le Serv't 


Abra CLarK 
James Morr Esq’r. 


As showing the curious wanderings of documents, 
and their survival, it may be noticed in passing that 
a photostat copy of the first half of the following 
account against the State of New Jersey was secured 
from the MS. collection of the New York Public 
Library for the purpose of reproduction in this 
book. The latter half (beginning with the words 
“before me”) was secured among other copies of 
manuseripts from Haverford College, Pennsylvania, 
also for reproduction in this book. Thus after the 
lapse of more than a hundred years these two half- 
sheets of Abraham Clark’s receipt and affidavit have 
been reunited. ‘“The written word endureth.” 


Account Against the State of New Jersey for $8o. 

The State of New Jersey to Abraham Clark. oo. Dr. 
1786 To Attending the meeting of Commissioners 
at Annapolis in September from the 1st of 
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September the time I left home to the 21st 
of the same month when | returned, for which 
I charge 20 days at 4 dollars pr day... Mighty dollars 


Abraham Clark being duly sworn deposeth and saicth that 
the above amount is true. 
Abra, Crark 
Sworn the 6th day of March 1787 





before me, David Brearly. 

T hereby acknowledye that I received of James Mott Esq’r 
forty dollars about the 2, day of Septem’r and fifteen dollars 
about the 20. day of Septem’r last. for which TE gave receipe; 
and also received twenty five dollars by an Order [ gave in 
favour of Jonathan I. Dayton about the 1. day of Septem'r 
last, which was accepted & paid by Mr. Mort, making in the 
whole the full of the above amount. 

Anka: CLark 


The Convention held at Philadelphia in 1787, 
which framed the Federal Constitution, grew out of 
the meeting of the Commissioners of several of the 
States in the Convention at Annapolis. On May 18, 
1787, Abraham Clark was appointed one of the 
Commissioners to this Convention at Philadelphia, 
to represent Ins State in another of these epoch- 
making bodies. Why he did not actually sign the 
Constitution may not be known. Certainly he was 
in favor of its adoption. His views regarding it are 
expressed in a letter dated New York, July 23, 1788, 
addressed to ‘Thomas Sinnickson at ‘Trenton, in 
which he says 


“With all these imperfections about it, I nevertheless wished 
it to yo to the States from Congress just as it did, withour any 
Censure or Commendation, hoping that in case of a general 
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Adoption, the Wisdom of the States would soon amend it in 
the exceptionable parts; strong fears, however, remained upon 
my mind until J found the Custom of Recommending amend- 
ments with the Adoptions began to prevail. This set my mind 
at ease. . 2. We have been some time in suspense about the 
event of the New Constitution in this State... . 1 anxiously 
wish every State may come into the Adoption. .. 2? (MS. 
collection of the Pennsylvania Historical Society.) 


November 5, 1787, to October 21, 1788, Abraham 
Clark took an active and Jeading part in all the 
deliberations of the Fourteenth (and last) Conti- 
nental Congress, then sitting at New York. One of 
the important motions made by him was the follow- 
ing as set forth in the “Documentary History of the 
Constitution” (Vol. I, page 161): 


On Wednesday, July 2, 1788, in Congress assembled, on 
motion of Abraham Clark it was ordered that the ratification 
of the Constitution of the United States transmitted to Congress 
be referred to a Committee to examine the same and report 
an act to Congress for putting the said Constitution into opera- 
tion, In pursuance of the resolutions of the late Iederal Con- 
vention. The New Jersey delegation, Abraham Clark, Mr. 
Dayton, and Mr. Elmer, voting “Aye,” it passed in the afirma- 
tive. 


In 1789, Abraham Clark was elected a commis- 
sioner to settle the accounts of the State of New 
Jersey with the United States. 


In pursuance of his duties in this connection, on November 
15, 17y0, a letter written by Abraham Clark, dated fizabeth- 
town, was addressed to Hon. Jonathan Dayton, Fsq’r, re- 
questing information about blankets delivered to the Conti- 
nental troops, as he desired soon to close the account with the 
union. (MS. Collection of the J. Pierpont Morgan Library.) 
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An Act of Congress of March 3, 179% imposed a 
duty upon spirits distilled within the United States, 
There was a strong inclination to disregard an excise 
imposing duties on domestic distilled liquors, and the 
question of taxation excited much attention in the 
Federal and State Conventions called to form and 
ratify the Constitution of the United States, 


In the New York convention a motion was made, but not 
carried, to prohibit excise on any article grown or manufactured 
in the United Stares. (Gale & Seaton’s “Annials.”) From these 
debates, and those in the First Conyress, it seems that it wis 
generally understood and expected that the rizht to establish 
an excise would not be exercised unless in case of urgent neces- 
sity... . The offenses against the laws which came to he 
known as the “W hiskey Rebellion’ : appear to have been con- 
fined to a comparatively small Section of the country— the 
north-eastern portion of Washington County, Pennsylvania. 

“An Act to provide for calling forth the Militia te execute 
the Laws of the Union, to suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions,” became a law May 2, 1792. That much feeling existed 
with regard to the excise, would appear from the remarks of 
Hon. Abraham Clark, of New Jersey, who said: “The motion 
from the gentleman of New York, would go to call forth the 
military in case of any opposition to the excise law; so that if 
an old woman was to strike an excise oticer with a broom 
handle, forsooth, the military is to be called our to suppress 
an insurrection. The Government, he olnerved, wits in its 
infancy, and he saw no necessity for supposing that the people 
would at this early stage oppose the laws, (Gale & Seaton 
Second Congress, page $7$.) 


’ 


On Tuesday, October 25, 1791, Abraham Clark 
presented his credentials as representative of the 
State of New Jersey in the United States Congress 
at Philadelphia, and took his seat. This was the 
beginning of the First Session of the Second Congress. 
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At the opening of the Second Session of the United 
States Congress, on Monday, November 5, 1792, 
Abraham Clark was in attendance, and took his 
seat. 

On Monday, December 2, 1793, at the opening of 
the Third Congress of the United States, Abraham 
Clark, having been again elected to represent his 
State, presented his credentials, took his seat, and 
remained in active attendance until Monday, May 
19, 1794. (Benton’s “Debates.”) 

On September 1y, 1794, Abraham Clark died at 
his home, Elizabethtown, New Jersey. 
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A workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, holding a straight 
course in the word of truth. 

—Psalms ¢cxi : 3. 

His work is honourable and 
glorious; and bis righteousness 
endureth forever. 

—1I Timothy it : 75. 
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“Te Declaration of Independence was signed at 
Philadelphia by fifty-six members of the Second 
Continental Congress, representing the thirteen Col- 
onies. In the list here given are their names, their 
occupations, and their ages at the time of signing. 
The term “country-gentleman” and the term “‘farm- 
er” are here used in the same sense in which those 
terms were used in the Revolutionary period. Most 
of the “country-gentlemen” inherited large estates, 
and were men of wealth; most of the “farmers” 
made their livelihood out of the soil. 


New Jersey. 


Abraham Clark, 50, surveyor, farmer. 
John Hart, 68, farmer. 

Francis Hopkinson, 39, lawyer, judge. 
Richard Stockton, 46, lawyer, 

John Witherspoon, 54, clergyman. 


New York. 
William Floyd, 42, farmer. 
Irancis Lewis, 63, merchant. 


Philip Livingston, 60, merchant. 
Lewis Morris, 50, country-yentleman. 
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New Hampsuire. 


Josiah Bartlett, 47, physician. 
Matthew Thornton, 62, physician, farmer. 
William Whipple, 46, sailor, merchant. 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


John Adams, 41, lawyer. 

Samuel Adams, $4, merchant. 

John Hancock, 3g, merchant, capitalist. 

Robert Treat Paine, 45, clergyman, lawyer, Judge. 


Connecricur. 


Samuel Huntington, 45, lawyer, judge. 

Roger Sherman, 55, shoemaker, lawyer, Judge. 
William Williams, 45, statesman. 

Oliver Wolcott, 50, physician. 


Ruope Isianp. 


Willan Ellery, 49, lawyer. 
Klbridge Gerry, 32, merchant. 
Stephen Hopkins, 69, farmer, merchant, Judge. 


DELAWARE. 
Thomas McKean, 42, lawyer, Judge. 


George Read, 43, lawyer, Judge. 
Caesar Rodney, 48, country-gentleman, 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


George Clymer, 37, merchant. 
Benjamin Franklin, 70, printer. 
Robert Morris, 42, merchant, financier. 
John Morton, §2, surveyor, 

George Ross, 46, lawyer, judge. 
Benjamin Rush, 31, physician. 

James Smith, $6, surveyor, lawyer. 
George Taylor, 69, iron-master. 

James Wilson, 34, lawyer, Judge. 


MARYLAND. 


Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 39, lawyer, country-gentleman. 
Samuel Chase, 35, lawyer, judge. 

William Paca, 36, lawyer, Judge. 

Thomas Stone, 33, lawyer. 


VIRGINIA. 


Carter Braxton, 40, country-gentleman. 

Benjamin Hinson, 36, country-gentleman, statesman. 
Thomas Jefferson, 33, lawyer, country - arentleman, statesman, 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, 42, country-gentleman, statesman, 
Richard Henry Lee, 44, soldier, statesman. 

Thomas Nelson, Jr, 38, country-gentleman, statesman, 
George Wythe, 50, lawyer, judge. 


Norru Caro.ina. 


Joseph Hewes, 46, merchant. 
William Hooper, 34, lawyer. 
John Penn, 35, lawyer. 
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SoutH Carona. 


Thomas Heywood, Jr., 30, lawyer, judge. 

Thomas Lynch, Jr., 27, lawyer, country-gentleman. 
Arthur Middleton, 34, country-gentleman. 

Edward Rutledge, 27, lawyer. 


Georclia. 


Button Gwinnett, 44, merchant. 
Lyman Hall, 51, physician. 
George Walton, 36, lawyer, judge. 


That they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do fallow 
them. 

—Revelations xiv: 13. 
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The original of John Trumbull’s famous painting, 
“Signing of the Declaration of Independence,” hangs 
in the gallery of the Wadsworth Atheneum, New 
Haven, Connecticut. Its size is about twenty by 
thirty inches. By many art critics it is considered 
Trumbull’s masterpiece, by reason of the excellence 
of the miniature portraits; each face in the large 
group of forty-eight earnest men is a portrait study 
in itself. 

The larger painting, called the ‘Declaration of 
Independence,” which hangs in the rotunda of the 
Capitol, at Washington, was done by Trumbull from 
his small original painting to fill the order of Con- 
gress. By a joint resolution of Iebruary 6, 1817, 
Congress authorized the President, James Madison, 
“to employ John Trumbull, of Connecticut, to com- 
pose and execute four paintings commemorativeof the 
most important events of the American Revolution.” 

This large painting for the Capitol was completed 
some time in 1818. Concerning it, Trumbull wrote 
in a letter to Thomas Jefferson: “The picture will 
contain portraits of at least Fortyseven members—for 
the faithful resemblance of Thirty-six I am responsible 
as they were done by myself from the life, being all who 
survived in the year 1791.—Of the remainder, nine are 
from pictures done by others: ...” And elsewhere 
the painter wrote about the execution of his work: 
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“Mr. Adams was painted in London; Mr. Fefferson 
in Paris; Mr. Hancock and Samuel -ldams in Boston 
.. + The room is copied from that in which Congress 
held their sessions at the time.” 

The picture is referred to by John Quincy Adams 
in his diary under date of September 1, 1818. He 
wrote as follows: . . . “The picture is immeasureably 
below the dignity of the subject... . I think the old 
small picture far superior to this large new one,” 

This seems an unnecessarily unkind criticism from 
a man whose father was given the position of honor 
standing in the centre of the group of distinguished 
men, and whose portrait the artist travelled all the 
way to London to paint. 

Charles Henry Hart, writing some eighty-seven 
years later, in 1905, said: “‘No picture of an American 
historical event is better known than Fohn Trumbull’s 
‘Declaration of Independence.’ The crude colossal 
painting covers considerable wall space, twelve by 
eighteen feet, in the rotunda of the Capitol at IWashing- 
ton, while the beautifully painted small original canvas, 
only twenty by thirty tuches, adorns the Trumbull 
Gallery in New Haven, and may readily be accepted 
as the artist's masterpiece, with its exquisite miniature 
portraits... . The great value of this picture is as a 
human document, preserving as it does the portraits of 
forty-eight persons connected with the most momentous 
event in the world’s history next to Magna Charta.” 

The “key” to the painting (says John H. Hazelton) 
was prepared by Trumbull himself. As we have 
Trumbull’s statement that all the portraits of those 
who still were living in 1791 were from life, we may 
presume that Abraham Clark’s portrait is authentic. 
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Trumbull’s Painting of the Signing of the 
Declaration of Independence 


Yoln Hancock of Massachusetts ts seated at the table on the 
right; the tall figure on the ather side of the table, presenting the 
Declaration to Mancock, ts that of Thomas ‘Jefferson; Benjamin 
Franklin stands to the right of Fefferson, John Adams of Massa- 
chusetts ts standing in the centre of the picture at the end of the 
table. At the left of his elbow, seated in front of the dark doorway, 
are Francis Hopkinson and Abrabam Clark of New fersev. In 
the group of three, standing on the left of the centre, are Stephen 
Hopkins (a Quaker, wearing his hat); William blleryv; and George 
Clymer. Seated at the table on the extreme left of the pictiarc, sith 
a quill pen in his hand, is Benjamin Harrison; and seated, ext 
is Richard Henry Lee; both of Virginia. In the group of three 
standing immediately on the right of Hancock's seated figure, are 
George Read af Delaware, Jola Dickinson of Penusricanin, 
hdzurd Rutledge of South Carolina. Seated next, on the extreme 
right of the picture, are Thomas McKean of Delaware and Philip 
Listnyston af New York. Standing, with vight Iund ona closed 
fouk, is Carles Thompson, at Pounsvivinia, the Seoretary af 


Congress; Nota Signer, 
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An interesting pig t on the same subject, but 
not so well known, is “Uhe Congress Voting Inde- 
pendence,”’ begun by Raber’ Edge Pine (1739-1788) 
and completed by Edward Savage. It hitnais 3 in the 


S 
rooms of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, in 


Philadelphia. 

Washington, in his “Diary” April 28, 1785, wrote: 
“To Dinner Mr. Pine, a pretty eminent Portrait & 
[Historical Painter, arrived in order ta take my picture 
from the life S to plan it in the Historical pieces he 
was about to draw. This gentleman stands in good 
estimation as a Painter in England;—comes recom- 
mended to me from Colo. Fairfax——Mr, Morris—Gov. 
Dickenson—Mr. Hopkinson & others.” 

Pine’s portrait of Francis Hopkinson is” well- 
known. He also painted Robert Morris; Alexander 
Hamilton; several members of the Carroll family; and 
four portraits of General Washington. Betore com- 
ing to America he painted “Garrick seated at a Table 
reading Macbeth,” which hangs in the Nation:l 
Portrait Gallery, London. 

It is thought that Trumbull received the sugges- 
tion for his painting “Signing of the Declaration of 
Independence” from the earlier composition of 
Robert Edge Pine. Ino addition to the hite-lke 
grouping of the figures of the men, Pine reproduced 
the room in which the Declaration was signed with 
the fidelity of an architectural drawing. 

The portrait of Abraham Clark now hanging in 
Independence Hall, Philadelphia, was painted by 
James R. Lambdin, from the Trumbull original. 
Lambdin, a pupil of Thomas Sully, was a distin- 
guished portrait painter of his day, notable for the 
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fidelity of his likenesses. In Trumbull’s painting, the 
figures of Abraham Clark and Francis Hopkinson 
are seated under the arch of the doorway in the rear 
of the hall, in the centre of the canvas. From this 
original miniature portrait made by Trumbull, James 
R. Lambdin painted the portrait of Abraham Clark 
which is reproduced as a frontispiece in this volume. 
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Ballad of Princeton Battle 


PRINCETON BATTLE 


NOTE 





After the Battle of Trenton General Waslt on took pesition on the high 
ridge south of Assaunprik Crock. and there, on the morning of January 2.10577. 
he had concentrated the Continental torces. “The Britch outpest was at biohe 
Mile Run, about a nile north of Matdonhead. “Vhat night, in the darkness, 
General Washington, leaving the camplires burning, withdrew his forces, and hy 
a rapid march around the lett flank ot the cmemy was prepared ty SUPP TIse their 
rear guard at Princeton the folluwing day. Vhe Battle of Princeton was foushe 
and won on the morning of January 3.1 ; 

Three regiments of British intantry, having orders to march from Princeton 
to Trenton, crossed Stony Brook at Worth’s Mall bride. unaware of the A sie 
tity of the Continental army. Washington divincd thatthe British would use 
the upper bridue, He sent Hugh Mercer there, with some four hundred men. to 
destroy the bridge. Uhe British commander saw Mercer's advance, and hastened 
to reach the top of Millette’s Mill, Mercer reached it first. Volleys were 
exchanged, 

“Captain Daniel Neil of New Jersey, commanding the Eastern Company 
of Arullery [Thomas Clark, leutenant-capran), brought two of his suns mto 
position and threw some shot into the ranks of the enemy's meht wing, with 
deadly execution, Still, the bayonets of the Brinsh and ther termble charze 
could not be withstood by the Americans, whe had only their old miles and 
muskets, few of which had the bayonet.” (Stryher’s “Battles of Trenton and 
Princeton.") Mercer, Fleming, Neth and Hasler tell, Captain Thomas Clurk 
succeeded to the command of Captain Neil. 

Washington, hearing the firing from the lower roat, hurried forward a 
battery with reinforcements to support the retreating New Jersey State Troops, 
Mawhood’s Britsh regulars then yave way; they Hed across Stony Brook. 

While the advantaze was with the Amernan forces. there still remained 
two British regiments of foot in strony positions. Washington brought up some 
arallery, and beuan to outtlank the enemy, but betore he completed the move- 
ment, the British fled. A detachment of Hessians took retuge in the colleve, 
and barricaded the doors, but a few cannon shor made them speedily surrender, 

The American victories at Trenton, Princeton, and Assunpink constitute. 
a turnin portion the war. 

On J 9g. tyts. the American victory was ech brated by unveiling at 
Princeton a monument by the sculptor, broderickh MacMonnies. Tt represents 
Washington, mounted, urging his men on to the attack ac the bridge, while 
Liberty seizes the standard from the hand of a fallen soldier, At the dediea- 
ton of the monument, the spirited poem printed here was read. Tt was written 
for the occasion by Dr. Henry van Dyke, himself a Princeton man, and it 1s 
here printed with his permission 
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VI 
Ballad of Princeton Battle 
By HENRY VAN DYKE 


Along Assunpink’s woody bank we left our 
campfires bright, 
i] ‘bile like a fox with padded feet We stole 
away by night; 
Cornwallis watched his Trenton trap, 
And drained his glass, and took his nap; 
Rut the ragged troops of Washington aut- 
HMaiked him in the ntght— 
Up aud away for Princeton, 
By a secret road to Princeton— 
We dvagged our guns with muffled wheels to 


win another fight. 
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The icy trail was hard as iron, our footprints 
marked tt red; 
Our frosty breath went up like smoke to the 
winking stars o’erbead; 
By Bear Swamp and by Miry Run, 
Our muskets weighed at least a ton; 
We shivered, till o'er Stony Brook we saw 
that sun rise red; 
Weary we tramped to Princeton; 
But all of us at Princeton 
Would fallow our chief through thick and thin 
till the last of us was dead. 


Wee looked beyond the upper bridge, across 
the swollen stream, 
Aud there along the king’s highway we saw 
the RKedcoats gleam; 
"Twas Mawhood’s regiment marching down 
To finish us off at Trenton Town! 
“Go cut the bridge’ and = Mercer's men 
crept up along the stream. 
But the British turned towards Princeton, 
Came bravely back for Princeton; 
And all the rest of that dim hour was wilder 
than a dream. 
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They rushed thro Will Clark’s orchard, 
among the naked trees; 
With horse and foot they hammered hard; 
their bullets sang like bees; 
And Mercer fell, and Haslet fell; 
The bayonets cut us up like bell; 
The chain shot mowed a bloody path beneath 
the twisted trees. 
It looked all black for Princeton, 
We lost our hopes of Princeton; 
We wavered, and we broke and fled as leaves 
before the breeze. 


Then down the hill from Tom Clark’s house 
rode Washington aflame 

With holy ire; through smoke and fire, like 
mighty Mars he came. 

“Come on, my men, parade with me, 
Well make the braggart Redcoats flee’ — 
tid up the bill, against the guns, rode 

Washington aflame. 
He turned the tide at Princeton; 
The land was saved at Priiceton; 
dud they who fought, and they who fell, won 
liberty and fame. 
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Men praise our chief for weighty words, for 
counsel calm and high, 

For prudence and enduring will, for cool, 
farseeing eye; 





One thing be had all else above 
Courage that caught the soldier’s love, 
lund made the soldier's loyal heart in danger’s 
hour beat high. 
Ve saw tt clear at Princeton; 
Twas written bere at Princeton: 
THE MEN WHO MAKE A NATION GREAT ARE 
MEN WHO DARE TO DIE. 


Copyright, 1922, by Henry van Dyke 
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